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PREFACE. 

- '  THE  utility  of  books  of  this  description  in  a 
I'hristian  country,  can  be  questioned  by  none. 
There  is  not  a  Christian  Father  of  a  Familjv 
^vho  is  not  ready  to  acknowledge  his  obligations 
to  the  author,  by  whom  he  is  furnished  with  the 
.    means  of  guiding  the  devotions  of  his  household, 
'    and  of  teaching  those,  AA'hose  spiritual  as  well  as 
temporal  interests,  are  com-mitted  to  his  care, 
how,  suitably,  to  address  themselves  to  the  Fa- 
.    ther  of  their  spirits,  the  Preserver  of  their  lives, 
the  Bestower  of  their  blessings,  and  the  Re» 
deemer  of  their  souls.     There  is  scarcely  an  in- 
dividual in  any   condition  of  human   life,  iviio 
may  not  be  indebted  to  the  pious  labors  of  com- 
pilers of  works  like  tliis,  for  a  proper  cliannel, 
through  which  to   convey  the  fervors  of  grati- 
J^^ude  to  the  Divine  Author  of  every  good  and 
^perfect  gift;  the  cries  of  penitence  for  pardon 
to  the  Father  of  Mercies ;  or  the  supplications 
5j*()f  suffering  and  necessity,  to  him,  to  whom  in 
i^the  time   of  need  "all  flesh  should  come." — - 
^  Among  the  most  sincerely  religious,  there   are 
^numbers  wlio  know  not  of  themselves,  how  to 
^address  their  petitions  or  their  thanksgivings  to 
God.     To  surli,  a  book   like  this  can  need  no 
recommendation.   Among  the  most  thoughtless, 
and  the  most  inattentive,  habitually,  to  the  ways 
and  will  of  heaven,   there  are  none  who  may 
not  sometimes  have  the  disposition  to  pray  awak- 
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ened  in  ihem,  by  sucL  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence, as  prove  the  utter  insuffi-  iehcv  of  the 
world  or  man,  for  the  support  >n  .. or. solatior.  oi 
their  spirits.  "  But  how  can  thti  hiess  sowjfe 
Ttmn  should  guide  thevt?"  Ignoraiit  In  wha^ 
manner  to  present  themselves  before  tl.  ir  ^'a- 
ker,  and  discouraged  through  the  fear  of  utt^- 
ing  thai  whicli  is  unworthy  of  his  majesty,  they 
often,  it  is  to  be  apprehendet^  suffer  the  devout 
emotion  which  liad  been  excited  to  subside,  and 
pass  away  from  their  bosoms,  which  might  have 
ascended  an  acceptable  incense  to  his  throne. 
To  tlie  intent,  then,  that  all  those  circumstances 
which  are  suited  to  direct  the  thoughts  to  God, 
may  be  improved  to  the  effectual  establishment 
of  the  hearts  of  men  in  those  habits  of  devotion 
which  are  the  soul  and  strength  of  practical  ho- 
liness and  virtue,  how  desirable  is  it,  that  forms 
of  prayer,  suited  to  them,  should  be  furnished 
to  all,  at  once  as  an  encouragement,  and  an  help 
and  2:uide  to  religious  duty  ! 

"  The  volume  here  presented  to  the  public, 
contains  forms  suited  to  different  conditions  in 
which  human  beings  may  be  placed,  and  in  a 
style  well  adapted  to  the  simplicity  of  sincere 
and  genuine  piety." 


FAMILY  PRAYERS, 


Morning  Pmyevfur  the  Lord's  Day, 

0  LORD,  the  great  Almighty  God,  tliou  art 
the  giver  of  life  and  strength,  and  of  all  grace 
and  goodness  ;  witliout  whom  we  can  do  noth- 
ing;  and  through  whose  gracious  assistance  it 
is,  that  we  are  enabled  to  do  all  things  belong- 
ing to  thy  service  and  our  duty :  We  humbly 
prav,  that  thou  wilt  be  graciously  present  with  us, 
and^  powerfully  assist  us  this  day,  to  direct  and 
quicken  us  in  all  the  ways  and  duties  of  thy 
holy  service.  0  forgive  our  iniquities,  that  sep- 
arate between  thee  and  our  souls  ;  and  remem- 
ber not  the  sins  against  us,  which  may  justly 
provoke  thee  to  hide  thy  face  from  us.  But  ac- 
cording to  thy  mercy,  remember  thou  us,  O 
Lord,  and  accept  us,  and  our  imperfect  services, 
at  the  hands,  and  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ. 

O  leave  us  not  to  the  dulness  and  hardness, 
the  vanity  and  deceitfi»lnesi3^)f  our  own  deprav- 
ed hearts  :  but  shew  tlie  power  of  tliy  heavenly 
grace,  in  workin<t  mightily  upon  these  liearts  of 
ours:  to  bring  and  keep  them  in  such  a  holy 
frame,  that  we  maybe  fitter  to  attend  upon  tliee, 
and  perform  more  faithful  and  accej)table  s'^'  - 
1* 


vice  to  thee,  and  enjoy  more  of  that  heaven!} 
communion  with  thee,  vvhich  thou  hast  made  ui- 
capable  of;  and  which  our  souls  will  be  forevei 
restless  without.  O  let  us  not  serve  thee  in  for- 
mality and  hypocrisy,  making  any  duties  ot 
course  the  cover  of  a  vain  licentious  life :  But 
let  our  hearts  and  souls,  and  all  that  is  within 
us,  be  taken  up  in  a  reverend,  faithful  and  af- 
fectionate attendance  upon  thee.  Nor  let  us 
serve  thee  of  constraint,  only  because  we  must ; 
but  with  all  readiness  andgladness,  and  love 
and  delight  to  be  so  engaged  ;  Making  thy  plea- 
sure to  be  ours,  and  the  Sabbath  and  service  of 
our  Lord,  the  joy  and  solace  of  our  souls.  Q 
help  us  so  to  sanctify  thy  day,  that  thy  day  may 
be  a  means  to  promote  the  sanctification  of  our 
souls.  Let  us  bestow  ourselves  in  exercises  bene- 
fitting the  holy  season ;  and  not  profane  it  to 
any  vain  and  vicious  purposes.  But  on  the 
Lord's  day  may  we  abound  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord  :  and  not  do  our  own  works,  nor  iind  our 
own  pleasure,  nor  speak  our  own  words,  in  tiie 
day  which  thou  hast  hallowed  for  thyself;  But 
rest  from  all  our  sinful  ways,  as  well  as  from 
our  common  labors;  and  so  delight  ourselves  in 
the  Lord,  that  thou  mayest  give  us  the  desires 
of  our  liearts. 

And  bless  tons  thy  word,  0  gracious  Fatlicr, 
and  all  the  means  of  gracj?,  which  through  tliv 
favor  we  do  enjoy,  that  we  may  not  use  tiic  same 
in  vain,  not  to  our  hurt :  but  for  the  informing 
of  our  minds,  the  reforming  of  our  lives,  and  the 
saving  of  our  souls  ;  still  growing  in  grace,  and 
in  the  knowledge  of  oui-  Lord  and  Savioiu'  Jesus 


Christ ;  till  we  attain  to  be  such  as  thy  holy 
word  requires,  in  all  holy  conversation  and  god- 
liness. 

Great  peace  have  they  that  love  thy  law,  and 
nothing  shall  offend  them.  0  Lord,  increase 
our  love  to  thy  word,  which  the  angels  desire  to 
look  into  ;  and  make  our  souls  pliable  and  sub- 
missive, to  be  turned  and  ruled  by  it,  till  we  be- 
come in  all  things  agreeable  to  it. 

Bless  us,  our  lather,  and  command  a  blessing 
upon  all  our  pious  designs  and  performances 
this  day :  and  bless  thy  servants  whom  thou 
hast  appointed  to  break  the  bread  of  life  to  our 
souls,  that  they  may  speak  thy  woid  as  they 
ought  to  speak:  and  give  to  every  one  their  por- 
tion in  due  season.  And  that  thy  word,  which 
they  deliver,  may  be  to  our  conviction,  edifica- 
tion and  comfort,  and  the  savor  of  life  to  our 
souls.  O'  thou  that  hast  the  key  of  David,  and 
openest  and  no  man  shuttest,  thou  that  speakest 
to  the  heart,  and  givest  the  increase,  open  our 
understandings  to  receive  thy  trutli,  both  in  the 
light,  and  in  the  love  of  it.  And  set  it  home  so 
powerfully  u])on  our  hearts,  and  root  it  so  deep 
in  our  souls,  that  the  fniits  may  be  seen  in  our 
lives :  We  being  not  forgetful  hearers  but  faith* 
ful  doers  of  thy  w^ord. 

And  grant,  0  God,  that  our  services  this  day 
may-  be  such,  as  may  tend  to  our  advantage  and 
rejoicinj?,  in  the  great  day  of  thy  appearin^^and 
glor^r:  TliJt  vre  may  so  hallow  these  Sabbaths 
^ ere  upon  eartii,  tliat  hereafter  we  may  be  ad- 
ttcd  to  the  Joyful  celebration  of  the  eternal 

d)l>atism  in  thy  kingdom  of  heaven:  there, 


with  all  tlie  church  triumphant,  to  magnify  thj 
glorious  name,  and  to  enjoy  thy  love,  and  sing; 
thy  praise  for  ever.  And  for  the  addition  of 
this  Sabbath  to  all  the  rest,  for  the  benefit  of  thy 
Avord,  and  the  ordinances  of  thy  worship,  and  all 
tlie  means  of  grace,  and  hopes  of  tliy  eternal  glo- 
ry, to  thee,  the  God  of  all  grace,  be  the  praise, 
and  honor,  and  glory  rendered  by  us,  and  by  all 
thine,  from  this  time  forth,  and  for  ever.    Amen» 


Jinother  Morning  Prayer  for  the  Lord's  Day, 

We,  praise  and  worship  •thee,  0  Lord,  the 
Creator  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  for  thou  speakest 
tlie  v/ord,  and  all  things  \A'ere  made  ;  thou  com- 
mandest,  and  they  were  created  ! 

We  admire  and  adore  thy  infinite  wisdom 
and  power  in  the  things  thou  hast  made,  and  we 
acknowledge  our  absolute  dependence  upon  thee, 
and  tliy  great  goodness  and  bounty  to  us  and  all 
the  uorld. 

Blessed  be  thou,  who  didst  so  love  the  world, 
that  thou  gavest  thine  only  begotten  Son  to  re- 
deem it,  who  was  delivered  for  our  oifences,  and 
raised  again  (as  on  this  day)  to  justify  and  save 
all  such  as  fear  and  obey  thee. 

We  give  thanks  to  thee,  O  Lord,  for  all  thy 
merci^^>  to  our  souls  and  bodies,  for  appointing 
one  day  in  seven  for  thy  more  peculiar  worship 
and  service.  All  possible  praise  and  thanks  be 
given  to  God,  who  created  us ;  to  Jesus  Ciu-istj 


who  redeemed  us,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  who 
sanctifieth  us. 

Grant,  0  Lord,  that  by  a  wise  and  religious 
use  of  tlie  means  of  grace,  we  may  giow  up  to  a 
statft  of  holiness  and  righteousness,  and  that  our 
50uls  may  be  prepared  for  those  glorious  and  de- 
lightful praises,  whicli  will  be  part  of  the  happi- 
ness and  employment  of  thy  saints  to  all  eterni- 
ty in  heaven. 

0  Lord,  we  confess  that  we  have  offended 
hee  by  the  negligent  performance  of  our  holy 
duties,  by  our  abuse  of  thy  grace,  and  mispend- 
ing  this  thy  holy  day,  and  by  many  sins  counnit- 
led  in  the  course  of  our  lives.  But  let  not  this 
jiroyoke  thee  to  withdraw  the  assistance  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit  from  us,  and  to  leave  us  totlie  vani- 
ty and  folly  of  our  own  minds.  We  humbly  be- 
seech thee,'  0  most  merciful  Fatlier,  to  forgive 
us  all  our  past  offences.  Do  thou  mercifully 
hear  our  prayers,  and  let  our  cry  come  unto  thee. 

Let  our  whole  behavior  on  this  day  be  such 
that  there  may  be  nothing  thought,  said,  or  done 
by  us,  but  what  may  best  ^erve  to  promote  the 
end  for  which  thou  hast  instituted  it;  and,  O 
*  od,  make  every  one  of  us  diligent,  not  only  to 

-ve  our  own  souls,  but,  as  much  as  in  us  lies, 

e  souls  of  others  too. 

Bless  thy  universal  church  :  Be  thou  gracious- 
I    present  in  all  Christian  assemblies  throughout 

e  world,  and  hear  the  prayers  tliey  shall  this^ 
tiiv  put  up,  and  make  thy  word  effectual  to  the 

^'*n  1  ii  •  >  n  tht»  ]  i.!  .dom  of  8atan,  and  to  the 

'  1  of  Christ  in  sound  faith 

.u.  May  thy  word  come  vvitl* 
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power  into  every  conscience,  and  liave  a  due  and 

saving  effect  upon  the  minds  of  all  that  hear  it 

I     Bestow  a  plentiful  portion  of  thy  good  Spirit 

'fTipon  all  that  by  sickness,  imprisonment,  or  any 

»9ther  lawful  im))ediment,  are  kept  from  partak- 

ling  of  the-  means  of  grace  that  we  enjoy  ;  and 

^e  pleased  mercifully  to  relieve  and  succor  them 

;  m  all  their  straits  and  difficulties.  Those  that  are 

troubled  in   mind,   do   thou    direct    to  proper 

means  to  obtain  comfort  and  satisfaction.     Give 

tali  tliat  have  no  sense  of  thy  Majesty,  and  live 

as  it  were  without  God  in  tlie  world,  awakening 

convictions  of  the  dangers  they  are  in,  and  the 

miseries  tliey  are  exposed  to,  that  they  may  es* 

tape  thern. 

Pardon  our  sins  and  imperfections,  and  re- 
lieve all  our  wants,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ ; 
ff»r  wliom  we  thank  thee ;  to  whom,  with  thee 
and  the  blessed  Spirit,  be  ascribed  all  honor,  glo- 
ry, power,  thanksgiving  and  praise,  fofvg'^er  and 
ever.    Am^n. 


Jnother  Morning  Pmyer  for  the  Lorff*s  iTu  ^ 

All  praise  be  given  unto  thee,  O  God,  our 
heavenly  Father,  for  this  holy  day,  in  which  vw 
imitate  the  company  in  lieaven,  whilst  we  ■' 
s^^mbie  in  thy  cou'ts  on  earth. 

instead  of  rejecting  us  lor  our  pride,  and  wil- 
ful ignorance,  and  forgetfidui-ss  of  thee,  thou 
hast  set  apart  thy  day  to  teach  us  the  knowledge 
of  thy  name,  and  of  our  own  condition.     Th^" 


u 

hastrfjommanded  us  to  make  public  confession 
[)f  our  sins,  and  thy  perfect  hatred  of  them  ;  of 
Dur  manifold  disobedience,  and  thy  forbearance  ; 
of  our  depravity  and  perpetual  need  of  thy  grace. 
Thou  ha^t  commanded  us  thus  to  abase  our- 
selves bijfore  thee,  lest  a  proud,  self-sufficient 
spirit  should  destroy  us.  Thou  hast  command- 
ed us  to  make  intercession  for  all  men,  that  ouc 
hearts  may  be  enlarged  in  love  towards  them, 
and  our  hands  ready  to  minister  to  their  neces- 
sities. Thou  hast  sent  thy  word  unto  us  for  re- 
proof, correction,  and  instruction  in  righteous- 
ness, to  make  us  wise  unto  salvation,  through 
faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  thou  hast 
required  us  to  give  t^ee  thanks  in  the  great  con- 
gregation, in  order  that  our  hearts  maybe  filled 
with  gratitude  to  thee  for  all  thy  benefits.  O 
li^w  amiable  on  these  accounts.  Lord  God  of 
hosts,  are  thy  houses  in  our  land !  We  especial- 
ly adore  tliy  goodness,  in  passing  over  the  prov- 
ocations and  insults  we  have  so  often  repeated, 
by  rusliing  into  thy  house,  in  pride,  hypocrisy, 
and  contempt  of  thy  salvation.  Instead  of  cut- 
ing  us  offiin  tliis  most  dreadful  state,  thou  hast 
been  pleased  to  lay  it  all  open  to  our  view. 
Therefore  we  now,  on  our  knees,  implore  of  thee 
every  disposition  of  heart  whicU  can  make  us  ac- 
ceptable worshippers.  0  our  God,  send  forth 
,  liglit  and  truth,  forcibly  to  impress  us  ^vith  the 
great  importance  of  the  work  we  have  to  do. 
»Shield  us  from  all  distractions,  lyhilst  we  con- 
fess our  sins,  fill  us  with  deep  self-abasement 
<i  godly  sorrow.  Give  us  to  ask-,  in  full  as- 
.  ance  of  receiving  the  things  we  need,pai'dx)n. 
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righteousness,  and  strength,  from  thy  love  in  Je» 
sus  Christ.  Accompany  thy  oracle?,  and  the 
preaching  of  tliy  servants  with  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  that  we  may  be  more  wise,  and 
more  diligent  to  follow  the  examples  set  before 
US  :  that  thy  judgments  and  threatenings  against 
transgressors  may  deter  us  from  walking;  after 
the  tiesh,  and  the  tashion  of  this  world.  O  that, 
hv  hearing  thy  gospel,  we  may  clearly  perceive, 
and  gladly  embrace  the  great  salvation  it  pro- 
claims, and  be  careful  to  observe  and  do  whatso- 
ever our  Lord  commands.  And  when  we  offer 
up  our  prayers  for  all  estates  and  conditions  of 
men,  give  us  to  feel  bowels  of  mercies,  and  to 
beg  for  their  support,  deliverance,  and  sjilvation, 
as  foi*  our  own. 

Thou  knowest,  Lord,  our  sad  condition  ;  that 
when  we  would  do  good,  as  tlw  holy  law  re- 
quires, evil  is  present  with  us.  We  would  wait 
upon  thee  witliout  a  wandering  thought ;  bu 
our  weakness  and  depravity,  alas  !  are  manifest 
after  all  our  endeavors  to  be  wholly  taken  up  ir 
thy  service.  Arise,  0  God,  and  sa^  us  froir, 
those  idle  thoucrhts,  which  else  will  ninder  our 
prayers :  and  though  we  can  have  nothing  to  re- 
joice in  wliat  we  do,  may  we  rejoice  in  thy  good- 
ness and  tender  mercies,  in  the  redemption  ol 
our  souls  by  tlie  blood  of  Jesus,  and  in  thy  ex- 
ceeding great  and  precious  promises. 

Thou,  Lord,  li  a st  appointed  pastors  and  teach- 
ers, whose  lips  should  retain  knowledge,  and  the 
people  are  to  be  instructed  in  tliy  law  from 
their  mouths.     We  pray  thee  to  give  unto  them 

'I  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation  in  t'^ 
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knowletlge  of  Chrj.-l,  that  they  maybe  taugh^ 
how  to  lay,  like  able  builders,  the  true  founda- 
tion; and,  by  their  preacliing,  may  knov.  ledge 
be  increased,  and  sinners  turned  from  their  evil 
Avays.  By  their  preaching,  may  thy  children 
be  comforted  and  established,  the  beauty  of  ho- 
liness and  the  sinfulness  of  sin  be  eftectually 
set  forth ;  that  after  due  improvement  of  thy 
clay,  house,  and  word,  we  may  for  ever  rejoice 
in  the  rest  vvhicli  remaineth  for  all  tiie  people  of 
God,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and  Savior, 
Amen. 


Evening  Prayer  for  the  Lord^s  Day, 

Etern'ally  blessed,  and  infinitely  glorious 
"Lord  God,  who  keepest  mercy  for  "thousands, 
and  forgivest  the  iniquities  of  all  truly  penitent 
and  returning  sinners ;  Me  present  ourselves 
this  evening  before  thee,  acknowledging  our 
manifold  sins,  'v\ hereby  .we  have  exposed  our- 
selves to  thy  just  displeasure. 

We  have  been  unmindful  both  of  our  duty 
and  interest ;  have  broken  thy  holy  law,  dishon- 
ored thy  holy  religion,  and  miserably  neglected 
the  >::Teat  salvation  thy  blessed  Son  purchased 
and  procured  for  mankind. 

\Ve  have  come  without  due  preparation  to 
thy  solemn  worship;  and  been  heedless  and  in- 
attentive in  hearing  tliy  word,  0  how  cold  have 
ve  been  in  thy  praises  ;  how  earthly,  dull,  and 
liistracted,  in  our  prayers  ! 

Hr.^v  seldom  have  we  been  seriously  exercls- 
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eil  in  holy  meditation  !  How  seldom  have  %ve 
recollected  thy  multiplied  mercies  to  us,  so  as 
to  become  sensible  of  the  many  obligations  we 
are  under  to  thee  for  th.em  ;  or  so  thought  on 
our  ways,  as  to  turn  our  feet  to  thy  testimonies! 

But,  O  Lord,  we  humbly  pray  thee,  for  Jesu^* 
Christ's  sake,  to  forgive  us  all  our  past  offences! 
Direct  and  guide  us  in  the  ways  of  truth  and 
holiness :  And  that  we  may  always  fear  thee 
our  God,  help  us  to  set  thee  always  before  us  j 
and  so  to  observe  and  consider  thy  all-seeing 
eye,  that  we  may  dread  to  offend  thee. 

Reform  whatever  thou  seest  amiss  in  the  tem- 
per and  disposition  of  our  minds  ;  and  be  thou 
graciously  pleased  to  conduct  us  safe  through 
all  the  temptations  and  troubles  of  this  world. 
To  this  end,  enable  us  strictly  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  Jesus  Christ,  and  manfully  to  fight  un- 
der his  banner,  against  the  world,  the  flesh,  anc 
the  devil ;  vigorously  opposing,  and  valiantly 
conquering  all  the  enemies  of  our  souls.  Hel} 
us,  in  conformity  to  his  death,  to  die  daily  untr 
sin,  and  in  conformity  to  his  resurrection,  t) 
rise  to  a  life  of  holiness  and  obedience,  that  s* 
we  may  receive  tlie  prize  of  a  glorious  and  in 
corruptible  inheritance. 

O  Lord,  we  render  unto  thee  our  most  hum 
ble  and  tiiarikful  acknowledgments,  for  thy  ma 
Ry  and  undeserved  mercies.  It  was  thy  han< . 
tliat  formed  us.  It  was  thou  tliat  gavest  us  life 
and  breath,  and  being.  Our  food  and  raimen\ 
OUT  health  and  stn^ngth,  our  ease  and  liberty 
the  use  of  our  limbs,  and  the  exercise  of  our  rea 
son  a?id  luidor^^indins:,  are   all   derived  fror.-* 
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thee.  We  therefore  render  unto  thee,  0  thou 
Bountiful  Giver  of  all  good,  our  praises  and 
thanksgiving,  for  thy  temporal  mercies  to  us,  of 
ivliich  we  are  utterly  unworthy. 

But,  above  all,  0  Lord,  we  praise  thee  for  thy 
■'-piritual  mercies;  for  blessing  us  in  heavenly 
Lhings  in  Christ  Jesus,  which  tend  to  the  renew- 
ing us  after  thy  likeness  in  this  life,  and  to  the 
sanctifying  and  preparing  us  for  that  which  is 
to  come. 

For  ever  blessed  be  thy  name,  that  our  com- 
passionate Redeemer  took  upon  him  our  human 
flesh.  We  praise  tiiee  for  his  holy  doctrine  and 
exemplary  life ;  tliat  he  gave  himself  to  death» 
to  purchase  our  redemption  ;  that  he  completed 
that  great  work  by  his  glorious  resurrection. 
We  bless  tliee  that  he  hath  begotten  us  again  to 
the  lively  hope  of  an  inheritance  incorruptible 
and  undefiled,  that  fadeth  not  away,  which  is 
reserved  in  heaven  for  all  who,  by  patient  con- 
tinuance in  well-doing,  seek  for  glory,  and  hon-^ 
or,  and  immortality.  We  praise  tliee  for  his 
glorious  ascension  into  heaven,  there  to  inter- 
cede in  thy  presence  for  us  ;  for  sending  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  comfort  and  assist  us  ;  for  ap- 
pointing a  succession  of  men  to  preach  and 
propagate  tlie  knowledge  and  practice  of  his 
heavenly  doctrine,  and  to  administer  the  holy 
sacrament,  tlie  seal  of  thy  covenant. 

We  thank  thee,  0  heavenly  Father,  for  all 
the  precious  promises  in  the  gospel  of  thy  Son, 
and  that  thou  hast  made  our  duty  so  necessary 
to  our  happiness.  0!  that  we  may  all  so  elfec- 
tually  apply  our  mind*  to  th»  consideration  of 
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thy  manifold  mercies,  that  they  may  w  ork  in 
our  souls  all  those  divine  virtues,  dispositions, 
and  affections,  which  they  are  designed  by  thee 
to  produce  in  us. 

JExtend  thy  mercy,  0  God,  to  the  whole 
world,  that  tjjy  name  may  be  great  among  the 
Gentiles,  from  the  rising  of  the  sun,  unto  the 
going  down  of  the  same. 

Bless  thy  universal  church.  Put  an  end  to 
all  division,  strife,  and  contention  ;  purify  and 
cleanse  it  from  profaneness  and  ungodliness, 
from  superstition  and  false  doctrine ;  and  make 
ii  tlie  joy  of  the  whole  earth. 

Be  gracious  to  this  sinful  nation  to  which  we 
belong  ;  forgive  our  many  and  great  sins  ;  and 
particularly,  we  pray  thee,  pardon  our  abuse  of 
time  set  apart  for  thy  more  immediate  worship ; 
our  unthankfulness  for  the  light  of  thy  gospel, 
and  walking  contrary  to  its  precepts.  Wash 
us  thoroughly  from  our  iniquities,  and  cleanse 
ijs  from  our  sins ;  and  grant  that  by  unity,  and 
charity,  and  holiness  of  life,  we  may  glorify  thy 
great  name,  and  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our 
Saviour  in  all  things. 

Continue  the  light  of  thy  gospel  among  us: 
DefeafSnd  overthrow  the  designs  of  evil  men, 
tJrat  would  pervert  the  truth  of  it. 

Be  thou  pleased  to  further  M'ith  thy  blessing, 
all  those  good  designs  that  are  for  the  advancp- 
ment  of  true  religion  and  virtue.  Let  no  artiti- 
ces  of  the  devil,  or  w  icked  men,  render  them 
ineftectual. 

Let  all  magistrates,  and  other  inferior  ofiicers, 
maintain  and  defend  ti-iic  religion,  encouraging 
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virtue  and  goodness,  and  punishing  fand  sup- 
pressing all  wickedness  and  vice  ;  and  let  all 
men  follow  after  peace  and  holiness,  without 
"wliich  no  man  shall  see  thee. 

O  thou  that  art  the  Father  of  Mercies,  relieve 
all  that  are  in  affliction,  of  any  kind  whatsoev- 
er ;  and  grant  that  all  may  have  cause  to  say. 
It  is  good  for  them  that  thev  have  been  in  trou- 
ble. 

Be  gracious  and  favorable  to  us  that  are  here 
before  thee  ;  forgive  us  all  our  sins,  and  remem- 
ber not  the  iniquities  of  our  holy  things.  Defend 
and  protect  us  tliis  night  from  all  those  dangers 
and  mischiefs  that  may  justly  overtake  us  ;  re- 
fresh our  frail  bodies  with  quiet  and  moderate 
rest,  and  help  us,  in  the  renewed  strength  there- 
of, vigorously  to  serve  thee  in  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  the  following  day.  And 
in  that  and  all  other  days,  enable  us  to  live  to 
thy  honor  and  glory  ;  that  in  the  end  of  tliem  we 
may  liv^  with  thee,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  in  whose  prevailing  name  and  words 
we  sum  up  all  our  wants,— 

Our  Father,  Sfc, 


Another  Evening  Prayer  for  the  Lord's  Bay. 

Thou,  O  Lord  our  God,  art  groat,  wonderful, 
and  holy.  Thou  art  exalted  far  above  all  bles- 
siags  and  praise  whicli  men  or  angels  can  offer  j 
yet  tliou  hast  taught  us,  that  whoever  offer- 
etli  thee  thanks,  he  honoreth  thee.    Muchca.use 
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]iave  we  now  to  praise  tliy  name  for  thine  ordin- 
ances, which  we  have  tliis  day  observed.  Par- 
don the  iniquity  of  our  holy  thin«i;s,  and  cleanse 
ns  from  the  defilement  cleaving  to  our  best  ser- 
vices. Accept  our  prayers  and  praises,  for  the 
sake  and  througli  the  intercession  of  our  great 
and  merciful  liigh-Priest.  For  his  sake,  O 
heavenly  Father,  fulfil  all  the  requests  we  have 
made  this  day  before  thee,  that  the  benefit  we 
gain  in  calliiig  upon  thy  name  together  may  be 
n^anifbst  in  our  deportment,  and  felt  in  our 
hearts.  Thus  may  we  love  and  serve  thee, 
waiting  in  joyful  liope  for  that  liour  when  we 
shall  see  thee  face  to  face,  and  know  even  as 
we  are  known. 

To  thy  mercy  we  recommend  all  our  rela- 
tions, and  air  our  friends.  Enligliten  theit 
minds,  that  they  may  not  piofanc  thy  holy  day 
give  them  grace  to  worship  thee  in  spirit  and  ii. 
trutli,  with  tlie  great  congregation ;  to  spend 
tlieir  time  with  joy  in  retirement,  and  secret 
prayer,  and  meditation  upon  the  multitude  of 
mercies  they  have  received  from  thy  hand. 

Visit,  O  Lord,  the  nations  yet  sitting  in  dark 
ness  and  the  shadow  of  death.      May  the   da; 
spring  fiom  on  high  sliine  upon  them,  to  guid 
their  feet  into  tlie  way  .of  peace.     O  tiiat  the  ful 
ness  of  the  Gentiles  may  come  into  Christ,  an 
all  Israel  be  saved  !  O  that  tlie  mountain  of  tl; 
Lord's  house  may  be  established  upon  the  t< 
of  the  mountains,   and  exalted  above  the  hill 
and  the  earth  be  filled  with  the  glory  of  tl 
Lord  ! 

We  beseech  thee,  0  Lord,  to  put  an  end  Wi 
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.  dolatry  and  superstition  in  the  nations  calleu 
ifter  thj  name.  Cause  the  power  of  godliness 
to  flourish  in  all  thy  churches.  Utterly  destroy 
Ibrmality  and  hypocrisy  amongst  the  professors 
of  thy  lioly  faith,  that  there  be  no  offence  given 
to  scoffers,  or  that  they  should  have  any  cause 
to  say,  what  advantage  does  the  gospel  of  Christ 
impart. 

..  Take  us  this  night,  O  our  God,  under  the 
shadow  of  thy  wing.  When  we  awake,  may  we 
think  of  thee  :  and  if  our  life  is  spared  to  the 
return  of  day,  may  we  walk  in  the  light  of  thy 
countenance,  and  in  all  thy  commandments 
blameless.  And  Avhen  our  departure  is  at  hand, 
may  we  enjoy  a  sweet  foretaste  of  heavenly 
bliss,  and  know,  that  wlien  we  are  removed  from 
v/aiting  upon  thee  in  the  courts  of  thy  house 
below,  we  shall,  with  angels  and  archangels, 
and  all  the  company  of  heaven,  for  ever  laud 
and  magnify  thy  name,  0  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost,  to  whom  be  ascribed,  as  is  n^^^idue, 
glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  eve^^'"  Amen. 


Another  Evening  Prayer  for  the  Lord's  Day. 
Most  holy  and  glorious  God  ;  who  is  like 
unto  Thee  ?  Thou  art  clotlied  v/ith  honor  and 
majesty,  and  coverest  thyself  with  light  as  Avith 
a  garment.  Thou  only  hast  immortality,  and 
dwellest  in  light  that  no  man  can  approach  un- 
to. Yet  thou  art  a  God  that  hearest  prayer,  and 
art  ready  to  forgive,  yea  plenteous  in  mercy  un- 
to all  tliat  call  upon  thee.     Lord,  quicke,]^  ,i^?, 


20 

this  evening  of  thy  day,  that  we  may  call  upon 
thy  name,  and  graciously  attend  unto  the  voice 
of  our  supplications. 

We  acknowledge  that  we  have  forfeited  thy 
favour,  and  deserved  thy  wrath.  We  have  fol- 
lowed the  vain  imaginations  of  our  carnal  minds 
and  rejected  thy  holy  laws.  We  have  left  those 
tilings  undone  which  we  ought  to  have  done, 
and  we  have  done  those  things  wliich  we  ought 
not  to  have  done. 

We  have  sinned  presumptuously,  against  the 
clearest  liglit,  and  the  strongest  love.  Thou 
hast  graciously  allowed  us  time  to  work  out  our 
salvation ,  but  alas  !  we  have  lavislied  much  of 
it  away  in  pleasure  and  vanity.  Thou  hast  giv- 
en us  thine  holy  sabbaths,  and  permitted  us  to 
attend  the  ordinances  of  thine  house:  But  too 
much  of  our  sacred  time  has  been  mispent.  We 
have  profaned  t'ly  day ;  we  have  been  backward 
to  the  duties  of  thy  ^^  orship,  and  have  been  very 
dead  and  formal  in  our  solemn  performances. 
Instead  of  worshipping  thee  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  0  how  often  have  we  d'^ilt  hypocritically 
with  God,  and  taken  thy  name  in  vain  ! 

Our  0A\  n  consciences  witness  against  us,  and 
out  of  our  ovv^n  mouths  thou  mightest  justly  con* 
demn  us.  But  there  is  forgiveness  with  thee 
that  tliou  mayest  be  feared.  Blessed  be  thy 
name  that  thou  hast  provided  a  way  for  our  par- 
don and  reconciliation  in  Jesus  Christ.  For 
his  sake  we  pray  that  thou  wouldst  forgive 
all  our  past  sins,  and  our  manifold  short-com- 
ings ;  particularly  those  we  have  been  guilty  of 
this  day.    Lord  wash  away  our  sins  in  the  blood. 
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of  Christ.  We  fly  to  Ills  cross  as  our  security, 
ind  to  his  wounds  as  our  refuge  ;  renouncing  all 
confidence  in  any  thing  besides  him,  ^^l\o  is  the 
Lord  our  righteousness.  ^ 

And  Lord  engage  us  not  only  to  accept  of 
Him  as  our  high-priest,  to  atone  for  us,  but  also 
iS  our  king  to  reign  in  and  rule  over  us,  all  the 
days  of  our  lives.  Lord  possess  the  tlirone  of 
)ur  hearts  by  thy  Spirit ;  subdue  all  our  lusts, 
^hat  they  may  rule  over  us  no  more,  and  make 
IS  willingly  submit  to  thy  golden  sceptre.  Do 
how  so  incline  our  wills,  and  animate  our  souls, 
:hat\ve  may  never  count  thy  commandments 
grievous,  but  may  esteem  it  our  highest  pleasure 
ind  dignity,  as  well  as  our  greatest  duty,  to 
erve  and  obey  thee.  Convince  us  of  the  evil 
nd  filthiness  of  sin,  that  we  may  loathe  and 
■hun  it  as  deadly  poison.  Cherish  and  preserve 
.ny  convictions  of  this  sort  which  thou  hast  this 
lay  wrought  in  us  by  thy  word.  Suffer  us  not, 
.  ike  the  man  that  beholdeth  his  natural  face  in  a 
jjlass,  to  go  away  and  forget  what  manner  of  per- 
sons we  saw  ourselves  to  be ;  but  help  us  so  to 
think  of  what  we  saw  amiss  in  ourselves,  that 
we  may  be  humbled  for  it,  and  be  made  restless 
till  we  appl;f  to  the  fountain  of  Ciirist's  blood  for 
washing  av/ay  its  guilt.  And,  Lord,  we  pray 
also  that  thou  wouldst  make  us  doers  of  thy 
word  and  not  hearer.=;  only,  deceiving  our  own 
souls.  Let  thy  word  be  a  light  to  our  feet,  and 
a  lamp  to  our  path,  tliat  our  conversation  may 
be  as  becometh  the  gospel,  and  our  light  may  so 
shine  before  men,  that  otliers  seeing  our  good 
works  may  glorify  thee  our  heavenly  Father. 
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Lord  save  us  from  resting  in  a  good  name  ; 
for  wha^  will  it  profit  us  if  we  have  a  name  ta 
live  but  are  really  dead  ?  Save  us  from  ti-usting 
to  aii  outward  form  ;  for  what  will  it  avail  us  to 
have  a  form  of  godliness  while  we  deny  the  pow- 
er thereof  ?  I^ord  renew  us  in  the  spirit  of  our 
minds.  May  we  be  thy  w  orkmanship,  created  « 
anew  in  CJirist  Jesus  unto  good  works.  Produce 
and  clierish  in  us  a  true  faith,  a  fervent  love,  and 
a  lively  hope.  And  0  grant  tliat  the  love  of 
Christ  may  be  so  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts  as  to 
burn  up  the  love  of  sin  and  of  the  world,  and 
constrain  us  to  live  not  unto  ourselves,  but  unto 
him  who  died  for  us  and  rose  again. 

Cause  tlie  saving  knowledge  of  Christ  to  cov- 
er the  earth,  and  let  his  name  be  great  from  the 
rising  of  the  sun  to  the  going  down  thereof. 
Convince -the  Jews  that  Shiloh  is  come,  and  that 
Jesus  whom  they  crucified  is  the  true  Messiah. 
Lord  appear  on  the  behalf  of  thy  oppressed 
churches.  Never  let  the  gates  of  hell  prevail 
against  thy  Zi?5n.  Let  the  time  to  favor  her 
come.  Peace  be  within  her  v/alls,  and  prosperi- 
ty within  lier  palaces,  and  let  them  prosper  that 
love  her.  Lord  bless  tliese  united  lands.  Make 
our  rulers  public  blessings,  both  in  our  civil  and 
sacred  concerns.  Frustrate  the  designs  of  those 
who  are  enemies  to  the  protestant  religion. 
Countenance  the  ministers  of  thy  word,  and  wa- 
ter the  seed  they  sow  with  the  dews  of  heaven, 
that  they  may  bring  a  large  harvest  to  Christ. 
Let  not  the  woid  spoken  this  day  be  like  good 
seed  devouied  by  the  fowls  of  the  air,  or  rottin^^ 
beneath  the  clods,  but  cause  it  to  spring  up  and 
yield  great  increase. 
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Be  pleased,  0  Lord,  graciously  to  visit  those 
who  by  sickness  are  deprived  of  public  ordinan- 
ces. Sanctify  their  afflictions  and  make  up  their 
loss,  prepare  us  for  sickness  and  trouble,  and 
give  us  cause  to  say  that  it  is  in  faithfulness 
that  we  are  at  any  time  afflicted. 

Bless  all  the  members  of  this  family.  Let  this 
be  one  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  righteous,  in 
which  the  voice  of  rejoicing  and  salvation  is 
heard.  Enable  us  all  faithfully  to  discharp;e  the 
duties  of  our  several  stations  ;  make  us  blessings 
to  each  other,  and  to  all  around  us.*  Accept 
our  daily  sacrifices  of  prayer  and  praise,  and  let 
us  all  at  last  be  admitted  to  celebrate  an  eternal 
sabbath  with  thee  above ;  for  the  sake  and  merit 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ,  who  with 
thee  and  the  Holy  Spirit  is  over  all,  God  bless- 
ed for  evermore.     Amex. 

^-  Where  there  are  children,  the  petitions  for 
J  them  may  be  introduced  here. 


The  Lord*s  Traijer  paraphrased  bij  Br.  Bod- 
dridge. '  Fam.  Expos.  Vol.  L 

OUR  Father,  who  art  seated  on  a  throne  of 
glory  in  the  highest  heaven:  while  we  bow  down 
before  thine  awful  presence  with  the  humblest 
reverence,  we  would  nevertheless  approach  thee 
witii  a  fdial  confidence,  as  our  bountiful  and 
compassionate  Parent ;  uniting  our  supplica- 
tions to  thee,  witl)  hearts  full  of  brotherly  love, 
and  asking  for  each  other  the  blessings  we  seek 
(or  ourbelves. 
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We  would  so  remember  our  relation  to  tliee, 
as  to  be  above  all  things  concerned  for  thy  gloiy, 
and  therefore  make  it  our  first  petition — May 
thy  illustrious  name  be  sanctijiedJ  May  tlie 
whole  race  of  mankind,  yea  the  whole  world  of 
intelligent  creatures,  pay  their  dutiful  venera- 
tion to  thy  divine  majesty  which  thy  matchless 
perfections  so  justly  demand.  And  for  this  pur- 
pose, wMay  thy  kingdom  more  perfectly  come, 
which  thy  Son  came  to  introtluce  among  men  : 
may  it  be  established  with  greater  efficacy,  may 
its  nature  be  more  clearly  discovered,  and  its 
^interests  be  more  resolutely  pursued,  by  the 
professed  subjects  of  it. 

Jlay  thy  will,  which  is  always  wise  and  al- 
ways gracious,  be  done,  as  in  heaven  so  likewise 
iipon  earth  /  and  may  we  mortals  be  taught  to 
regard  it  with  a  resignation,  acquiescence,  and 
obedience,  resembling  that  of  the  heavenly  spir- 
its. 

As  for  ourselves,  0  Lord,  we  would  not  seek 
the  great  things  of  this  life ;  we  would  not  be 
anxious  about  its  distant  futurities  ;  but  humbly 
intreat  thou  wouldst  open  that  bountiful  hand 
on  which  V.  e  continually  depend,  and  wouldst 
give  lis  this  day  our  daily  bread:  providing  a 
competent  supply  for  our  present  necessities, 
and  teaching  us  to  refer  the  rest  to  thy  continu- 
al paternal  care. 

And  though  we  have  in  many  respects  been 
disobedient  children,  yet  we  beseech  thee,  O 
most  compassionate  Father,  to  forgive  us  our 
oifcnces,  wherebv  vre  stand  chargeable,  as  it 
were,  in  thy  boot,  wit^i  debts  whicTi  vt,  can  ^e- 
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ver  clear :  Yet  do  thou  freely  forgive  them  all, 
as  we  also  desire  to  forgive  our  debtors :  yea 
such  pardon  may  we  receive  from  thee  our  God. 
as  v/e  are  willing  to  impart  to  them. 

^nd  do  not  bring  us  into  circumstances  of 
pressing  temptation,  lest  our  virtue  should  be 
vunquislied,  and  our  souls  endangered  by  them : 
but  if  we  must  be  tluis  tried,  do  thou  graciousl)'" 
deliver  us  from  the  power  of  the  evil  one,  ihsit 
he  may  not  triumph  in  our  sin  and  ruin.  These 
things  we  know  tliat  thou  canst  do  for  thy  chil- 
dren, and  we  are  humbly  bold  to  hope  thou  wilt 
do  them  for  us. 

For  thine  is  the  kingdom  of  universal  nature, 
and  the  fulness  of  almighty  power,  and  the  glo^ 
ry  of  infinite  perfection;  and  to  thee  be  the 
praise  of  all  ascribed  for  ever.     Amex. 

And  now  may  the  peace  of  God  ivhich  pdsseih 
all  understanding,  keep  our  hearts  and  minds 
through  Jesus  Christ.  Jlnd  may  the  grace  of 
onr  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of  God  and 
the  communioi^of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  with  us  all 
now  and  for  ever.    Amen. 


Morning  Prayer  for  a  Family  for  any  other 
day  in  the  iveek. 

0  BLESSED  God,  who  hast  so  loved  the  world, 
as  to  give  thine  only  begotten  Son,  to  the  end 
that  all  who  belie^  e  in  him  should  not  perish, 
but  have  eternal  life,  mercifully  look  upon  us, 
tniserable  sinners.     How  ignorant  are  we  of  hi^ 
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excelleiicv,  or  our  need  of  his  salvation  !  How 
iinaiFected  with  all  we  have  heard  of  his  glorj  ! 
Though  his  name  is  above  every  name  in  heaven, 
we  feel  an  horrid  backwardness  to  trust  our 
souls  in  his  hand,  and  little  comfort  from  what 
he  has  done  or  promised.  O  reveal  to  us,  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,  the  person,  office,  love,  and  power 
of  thy  Christ.  0  that  He  may  be  no  less  pre- 
cious to  our  souls,  than  he  was  to  the  saints^  and 
martyrs  of  old.  Thou  hast  declared  thy  Son 
shall  be  exalted  and  extolled,  and  be  very  high  ; 
may  he  be  so  in  our  dyes  more  and  more.  Tln^o* 
faith  in  his  name,  nfay  M-e  receive  daily  the-par- 
don  of  our  sins,  tlie  comfort  of  thy  help,  and 
abound  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God.  Ma}'  the 
love  of  Christ  constrain  us  to  live  to  his  honor 
by  loving  one  another.  Objects  always  of  his 
compassion,  and  saved  bj^  the  redempticm  that  is 
in  him,  may  we  be  able  to  forbear  and  forgive, 
putting  far  from  us  all  anger,  strife,  and  vari- 
ance. O  let  a  life  of  meekness,  quietness,  and 
peace,  be  the  fruit  of  our  daily  worship.  For 
the  credit  of  our  holy  profession,  and  that  our 
prayers  may  not  be  turned  into  sin,  make  us 
who  dwell  togetlier  to  be  of  one  mind,  and  to 
build  up  each  other  in  our  holy  faith.  By  thy 
good  providence,  0  God,  our  heavenly  Father, 
preserve  us,  if  it  please  thee,  from  all  evil  and 
mischief,  from  fierce  disease  and  torturing  pain. 
In.  the  midst  of  our  prosperity,  may  we  stand 
prepared  for  a  chan^^e.  O  may  w^e  be  able  to 
glorify  thee  in  tiibulation,  and  on  a  bed  of  lan- 
guishing. For  this  puipose,  establish  us  still 
more  in  Jesus  Christ,  seal  us  unto  the  day  of  rr-. 


27 

(lemption,  and  give  us  in  our  hearts  the  earnest 
of  th  J  Spirit. 

To  all  our  near  relations  and  kind  friends,  be 
merciful  and  gracious,  O  Lord  our  God.  May 
they  be  led  to  give  a  deep  attention  to  the  care 
of  their  souls,  and  overcome  by  faith  in  Christ 
this  present  evil  world.  Be  a  God  unto  them, 
and  a  guide  all  their  days  upon  earth  ;  and  after 
death  may  they  be  received  up  into  glory. 

Make  the  nation  to  which  we  belong  a  people^ 
fearing  thy  name.  Bless  all  who  are  putin  au-  "?? 
/hority  over  us.  Visit,  comfort,  and  deliver  all 
who  are  in  grievous  affliction,  or  oppressed  with 
poverty;  love  our  enemies,  bless  them  who 
curse  us,  and  do  good  to  them  who  hate  us,  and 
enable  us  to  do  the  same. 

Accept  our  praises  for  thy  perpetual  goodness 
to  us  ever  since  we  were  born,  for  our  sleep  by 
night,  for  the  pleasant  return  of  light  and  day, 
for  the  use  of  reason  and  the  means  of  grace, 
and  above  all  for  thy  chief  mercy,  Christ  Jesus. 
With  all  that  is -within  us  we  would  bless  thy 
name  for  this  unspeakable  gift,  ascribing  to  him, 
■with  thyself  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  all  honor  and 
praise,  might,  majesty,  and  dominion,  world 
without  end.    Amex. 


Evening  Prayer  for  a  FamUij^  for  any  other 
day  in  the  week. 

Holy  and  ever-blessed  Lord  God,  thou  hast 
made  ail  things,  and  orderest  all  things  by  thine 
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unerring  wisdom.  Thou  fillest  heaven  and  eartli 
with  thy  presence,  and  from  thee  proceedeth 
every  good  and  perfect  gift. 

We,  miserable  sinners,  desire  now  to  approach 
thee  with  a  contrite  spirit,  confessing  our  vile- 
ness.  We  have  been  full  of  pride  and  hypocri- 
sy in  thy  sight  and  towards  men.  We  have 
been  all  alive  to  the  things  of  the  world,  but  ut- 
terly indifferent  to  thy  cause  and  glory.  Long 
l^id  we  stand  out  against  every  call  to  repent- 
ance, and  often  have  we  sinned  wiltully.  We 
have  set  at  naught  thy  tln-eatenings  and  promis- 
es, and  hardened  our  hearts  under  tliy  chastise- 
ments. We  are  not  able  to  reckon  up  all  our 
sins,  nor  the  circumstances  which  have  made 
them  exceedingly  sinful.  Humble  us,  we  be- 
seech thee,  by  placing  before  us  all  tlie  detesta- 
ble qualities  chargeable  upon  us  in  every  act  of 
disobedience.  O  make  us  perceive  clearly  how 
unjust  and  daring,  how  rebellious  and  ungrateful 
we  have  been  in  casting  thy  words  behind  us. 
Give  us  to  know  there  is  no  remission  ot  our  sins 
but  through  faith  in  the  blood  of  thy  Son :  by 
his  blood  may  we  know  we  are  justified,  and 
have  peace  with  thee. 

Vouchsafe,  0  God,  to  turn  us  from  all  iniqui- 
ty. Create  us  again  after  thy  own  image,  that 
we  may  live  to  thy  praise.  May  it  be  the  con- 
tinual desire  of  our  souls  to  obey  and  serve 
thee,  and  may  life  be  valued  principally  by  us, 
as' an  opportunity  of  doing  tliy  will  and  keeping 
thy  commandments  before  men,  tliat  they  may 
see  our  good  works,  and  be  led  to  glorify  tliee 
our  heavenly  Father. 


29 

Bring  to  our  remembrance  that  solemn  ac- 
count we  must  give  when  the  throne  shall  be 
set,  and  the  books  be  open.  May  we,  by  faith 
in  Christ,  and  knowledge  of  his  glory,  be  ready 
for  his  appearance.  In  that  great  day,  may  we 
ti'iumph  with  all  his  saints,  saying,  Lo,  this  is  our 
God  ;  we  have  waited  for  him,  and  he  will  save 
us.  This  is  the  Lord,  we  will  be  glad  ai:^  re- 
joi'ce  in  his  salvation. 

To  thy  merciful  protection,  0  God,  we  hum- 
bly commend  ourselves  this  night.  Defend  cur 
persons,  our  dwelling,  and  our  possessions.  Give 
us,  if  it  please  thee,  refreshing  sleep,  that,  Avith 
strength  of  body  and  vifror  of  mind,  we  may 
serve  thee,  and  ?/  last  be  .id  nutted  into  that 
world,  where  there  is  no  nigiit  or  sleep#where 
we  shall  receive  the  end  of  our  faith,  even  the 
salvation  of%ur  souls,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord,  in  dependence  upon  whose  righteousness 
and  everlasting  intercession,  we  offer  up  unto 
tliee  this  our  family  worship,  concluding  as  he 
taught  us  to  pray. 

Our  Father t  ^'c. 


Jltiother  Morning  Prayer  for  a  Famibj. 

O  MOST  glorious  and  eternal  God,  thou  art 
righteous  in  all  thy  ways,  and  Iioly  in  all  thy 
works,  infinite  in  mercy  and  goodness  to'all  that 
ca.ll  upon  thee  in  truth ;  and  hast  promised  that 
where  two  or  three  are  j:;at]iered  toj^ether  in  thy 
name,  thou  wilt  be  in  the  midst  ol  them ;  look 
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down,  we  beseech  thco,  upon  U3,  thy  unwortliy 
servants,  who  are  here  before  thee  to  present 
unto  thy  J3ivine  Majesty  the  morning  sacrifice 
of  our  unfeigned  praises,  acknowledging  that  in 
thee  Mc  live,  move,  and  have  our  being:  and 
that  from  th}-  bountiful  hand  we  have  received 
all  the  good  things  we  enjoy,  and  by  thy  good 
Providence  are  defended  from  the  evils  we  de- 
serve :  We  desire  0,  Lord,  in  an  humble  sense  of 
thy  great  goodness  towards  us,  to  bless  and  praise 
thy  holy  name  ;  particularly  we  adore  thy  glo- 
rious Majesty,  for  preserving  us  this  night  past, 
for  raising  us  up  in  health  and  safety,  and  for 
giving  us  this  opportunity  of  calling  upon  thy 
name. 

Givt  us  grace,  0  Lord,  we  humbly  beseech 
thee,  to  make  a  riglit  use  and  improvement  of 
tljese  and  all  thy  other  mercies ;  aAl  grant  that 
we  may  henceforward  live  as  becomes  the  gos- 
pel of  Clnist,  by  denying  all  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lusts,  and  living  soberly,  righteously, 
and  godly  in  this  present  workl. 

And  because  we  are  not  able  of  ourselves  to 
please  tliee,  vouchsafe  us,  vre  beseech  thee,  the 
assistance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  enabling  us  to 
withstand  all  the  enemies  and  hindrances  of  our 
salvation.  Enlighten  our  understandings,  that 
we  may  know  thee ;  sanctify  our  aftections,  that 
we  may  love  tliee  ;  and  put  thy  fear  into  our 
hearts,  that  we  may  dread  to  ottend  thee.  Con- 
vince us  thorougldy,  O  Lord,  of  the  great  evil  of 
sin,  that  we  may  endeavor  in  all  things  to  obey 
thy  blessed  will,  and  to  walk  before  tiiee  in  holi- 
ness and  righteousness  all  ©ur  days. 
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Wean  our  affections,  O  Lord,  from  tlie  things 
f»f  this  world ;  and  whatever  our  state  and  con- 
dition may  be  here,  give  us  grace  therewith  to 
be  content. 

In  all  our  passage  through  tliis  life,  and  our 
manifold  concerns  about  it,  grant  that  in  doin^ 
our  dutv,  we  may  make  thee  our  only  stay  and 
confidence,  our  hope  and  our  trust,  casting  all 
our  care  upon  thee,  and  entirely  resigning  our- 
selves to  thy  good  pleasure  in  all  things. 

Let  our  chief  aim  and  endeavor  be,  to  secure 
the  salvation  of  our  souls,  and  to  provide  against 
that  time  when  all  earthly  comforts  shall  vanish 
away. 

We  humbly  commend  ourselves,  and  all  our 
affairs,  this  day  to  tliy  protection  and  blessing. 
Be  with  us  in  our  going  out  and  coming  in,  that 
no  casualty  or  evil  accident  may  come  near  to 
hurt  us.  Give  us  such  a  measure  of  health  and 
other  temporal  blessings,  as  thou  seest  best  and 
most  expedient  for  us ;  but,  above  all  things, 
give  us  thy  grace  and  favor,  that  our  lives  may 
be  holy  and  comfortable  here,  and  our  eternal 
state  happy  and  glorious  with  thee  hereafter, 
through  the  merits  and  for  the  sake  of  thy  dear 
Son  Jesus  Chnst  our  Lord  ;  in  the  fullest  sense 
of  whose  words,  we  recommend  tlie  wants  and 
necessities  of  all  maukin<J^  together  with  our 
own. 

Our  Father,  ^c. 


^ 


32 
•Another  Evening  Prayer  for  a  Family. 

0  MOST  glorious  and  ever  blessed  Lord  God, 
who  inhabitest  eternity,  and  dvvellest  in  that 
light  which  no  mortal  eye  can  approach  ;  we, 
tliy  sinful  creatures,  kneeling  before  thee,  ac- 
knowledge we  are  not  worthy  to  appear  in  thy 
presence,  nor  so  much  as  lift  up  our  eyes  to  that 
place  of  purity,  where  thou  dwellest.  0  Lord, 
though  we  are  thus  unworthy  to  speak  unto 
thee,  yet  so  infinite  and  condescending  is  thy 
goodness,  as  to  encourage  our  addresses  to  thee, 
by  many.gracious  promises  of  thy  favor  and  ac- 
ceptance :  with  humble  confidence  then,  0  Lord, 
we  presume  to  approach  the  tlnone  of  thy  grace, 
humbly  beseeching  tliee,  in  the  name,  and  for 
the  sake  of  thy  beloved  Son,  to  be  merciful  unto 
us  in  the  pardon  and  forgiveness  of  all  our  sins. 

We  acknowledge,  O  Lord,  that  we  have  acted 
foolishly  and  wickedly,  by  doing  those  things 
"which  thou  hast  forbidden,  and  by  neglecting  to 
do  those  tilings  which  thou  hast  commanded  :  0 
let  that  mercy  of  thine,  which  has  spared  us  so 
long,  lead  us  to  repentance,  that  we  may  forsake 
our  evil  ways,  and  turn  unto  thee  the  Lord  our 
God. 

Give  us  grace,  O  Lord,  seriously  to  consider 
the  great  work  we  have  to  do,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  that  time  which  tliou  hast  given  us  to 
perform  it  in,  tliat  we  may  not  be  so  foolish  as 
to  consume  our  days  in  vanity  and  folly,  in  grat- 
ifying our  corrupt  inclinations,  and  indulging 
our  vicious  appetites. 

Show  us  the  ibulness  and  deformity  of  sin  ; 


and  possess  our  minds  v/ith  siicli  a  lively  sense 
of  those  dreadful  threatenings  thou  hast  de* 
nounced  against  it,  that  we  may  abhor  and  for- 
vsake  every  evil  way,  and  give  up  ourselves  to 
the  love  and  obedience  of  thy  commandments, 
making  it  the  great  study  and  business  of  our 
lives,  to  serve  and  please  thee  in  all  things  ;  so 
shall  we  daily  grow  in  grace,  and  be  continually 
advancing  towards  a  happy  eternity. 

Give  us  honest  and  upright  hearts,  such  as  no 
interest  can  seduce,  no  advantage  prevail  upoix 
to  depart  from  the  ways  of  truth  and  justice  ; 
restrain  us  from  all  immoderate  desires  of  the 
things  of  this  world,  from  all  pride  and  covet- 
ousness,  from  envy,  hatred,  and  malice,  and 
from  all  evil  speaking,  lying,  and  slandering- 

O  be  thou  pleased  so  to  conduct  us  by  thy 
good  Spirit,  through  all  the  business  and  em- 
ployments, through  all  the  calamities  and  trou* 
bles  of  this  life,  that  (whatever  our  condition 
may  be  in  this  world)  we  may  attain  that  hap- 
piness, wliich  thou  hast  prepared  for  them  that 
truly  love  and  obey  thee. 

AVe  beseech  thee  to  extend  thy  mercy  to  the 
whole  race  of  mankind  ;  make  the  light  of  thy 
gospel  to  shine  among  tliem ;  and  deliver  us 
from  all  ignorance,  error,  and  profaneness ;  and 
grant  us  grace  and  eternal  life. 

Be  gi'acious  to  the  nation  to  which  we  belong; 
give  us  all  grace  seriously  to  repent  of  the  evil 
of  our  ways  ;  and  grant  that  religion  and  virtue, 
peace  and  charity,  may  for  ever  flourish  and  in- 
crease among  us. 

JUess  all  ill  authorit}^  over  us  :  may  all  th 
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designs  tend  to  the  advancement  of  thy  glory, 
and  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  thy  people. 

Look  with  pity  aiid  compassion,  0  Lord,  up- 
on all  in  affliction  and  temptation  ;  strengthen 
and  support  them,  and  give  them,  in  thy  good 
time,  a  happy  deliverance. 

Be  merciiul,  0  God,  to  all  our  relations, 
friends,  and  acquaintance ;  forgive  our  enemies, 
reward  our  benefactors,  and  grant  that  we,  and 
all  thy  people  every  where,  may  serve  thee,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and  be  made  partak- 
ers of  everlasting  happiness. 

To  these  our  prayers  and  intercessions,  we 
desire  to  add  the  sacrifice  of  our  unfeigned 
praises  to  thy  Divine  Majesty,  acknowledging  it 
to  be  our  bounden  duty  and  service  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  places,  to  give  thanks  unto  thee,  to 
whose  infinite  goodness  and  mercy  we  owe  all 
the  comforts  of  this  life,  and  all  the  hopes  and 
expectations  of  a  better. 

Blessed  be  thy  name,  0  God,  for  the  continu- 
ance of  thy  mercies  to  us  tliis  day;  for  provid- 
ing for  our  bodies,  and  taking  care  of  our  souls  ; 
and  for  delivering  us  from  those  many  evils 
that  we  liave  j'.istly  deserved ;  but,  above  all,  we 
praise  and  bless  thy  holy  name  for  thine  inesti- 
mable love  in  the  redemption  of  the  world  by 
our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ ;  humbly  be- 
seeching tl^ee,  of  thy  great  goodness,  0  Lord,  to 
pass  by  our  unworthiness  of  these  thy  mercies, 
and  to  continue  to  us  thy  gracious  favor  and 
protection :  keep  us,  we  beseech  tliee,  this  night, 
under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings,  that  no  evil  ac- 
cident may  come  near  to  hurt  us.    Give  us  qui- 
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et  and  refreshing  sleep,  such  as  may  fit  us  for 
the  duties  of  the  day  tollowing;  and  if  thou  ai't 
pleased  to  add  another  day  to  our  lives,  grant 
tliat  we  may  improve  it  to  thy  glory,  and  the 
benefit  of  our  precious  souls  ;  through  Jesus 
Christ,  our  blessed  Lord  and  only  Savior. — 
Am  EX, 


Another  Morning  Frayerfor  a  Family, 

Glorious  Jehovah  !  Thou  hast  thy  being  of 
thyself  and  thy  happiness  in  thyself  alone.  We 
have  our  being  from  tliee,  and  our  happiness  is 
only  in  thee.  It  is  therefore  both  our  duty  and 
our  interest  to  seek  unto  tliee,  to  implore  thy 
favor,  and  to  give  unto  tliee  the  glory  due  to  thy 
name. 

We  confess  Me  are  utterly  unworthy  of  the 
honor,  and  unable  for  the  work,  of  communion 
with  thee.  But  we  come  to  thee  in  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  worthy,  and  de- 
pend upon  the  assistances  of  thy  blessed  Spirit 
to  work  all  our  work  in  us. 

Thou  art  good  to  all,  and  thy  tender  mercies 
are  over  all  thy  works  ;  and  thou  art  continual- 
ly doing  us  ji;ood,  though  we  are  evil  and  un- 
thankful. We  have  rested  and  are  refreshed, 
wlien  many  have  been  tossed  to  and  fro  till  the 
dawning  of  lihe  day.  We  have  a  safe  and  quiet 
habitation,  while  many  are  forced  to  wander  and 
lie  exposed.  One  day  tells  anotiier,  and  one 
r'i'/hr  <  »-rtifies  to  another,  that  thou  urt  good,  and 
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never  fallest  those  that  seek  thee,  and  tmst  in 
thee.  We  thankfully  own  thy  goodness  to  lis, 
and  acknowledge  ourselves  to  be  less  than  the 
least  of  all  the  mercy  and  truth  thou  hast  shew- 
ed us. 

Above  all,  we  bless  thee  for  the  gifts  of  thy 
grace  to  lost  and  miserable  sinners  in  and  thro' 
thy  dear  Son,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We 
praise  thee  tliat,  having  laid  down  his  life  to 
make  atonement  for  sin,  he  rose  again  for  our 
justification,  that  he  might  bring  in  an  everlast- 
ing righteousness.  W^e  bless  thee  that  our  eyes 
see  the  light,  and  our  ears  hear  the  joyful  sound 
of  redemption  by  him,  and  of  that  }ife  and  im- 
mortality which  are  brought  to  liglit  by  the 
gospel.  Glory  be  to  God  in  the  highest  that 
there  is  on  earth  peace,  and  good-will  towards 
Mien.    . 

O  grant  us  wisdom  and  grace,  that  we  may 
rightly  understand  the  gospel,  firmly  believe  it, 
and  cheerfully  obey  it ;  that  so  we  may  be  sav- 
ingly interested  in  the  blessings  whicli  it  re- 
veals. 

Through  him,  who  was  made  sin  for  us,  tho' 
he  knew  no  sin,  let  us  sinners  be  accepted  as 
righteous.  And  as  Christ  died  for  our  sins,  we 
pray  tliat  we  may  be  dying  daily  to  them.  Ma^r 
we  also  experience  in  our  souls  the  power  and 
virtue  of  his  resurrection:  jMay  we  rise  with 
him  from  the  death  of  sin  lo  the  life  of  right- 
eousness ;  from  the  dust  of  tliis  world  to  a  holy, 
spiritual,  divine,  and  heavenly  life. 

Help  us  to  set  our  aftections  on  things  above., 
asd  not  on  tliina:s  that  arc  on  earth.    0  tliat 
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time,  and  tlie  things  of  time,  may  be  as  notliin^. 
to  us  in  comparison  with  eternity,  and  its  infi- 
nite realities  !  Give  us  grace,  we  pray  thee,  to 
look  up  to  the  other  world  with  such  a  holy  con- 
cern and  realizing  faith,  that  we  may  look  down 
upon  this  world  with  a  holy  contempt  and  in- 
difference, as  those  that  must  be  here  but  a  lit- 
tle while,  and  must  exist  in  some  unknown  re- 
gion for  ever. 

Give  us  grace,  we  pray  thee,  to  live  a  life  of 
communion  with  thee,  both  in  providences  and 
ordinances,  and  a  life  of  dependence  upon  thee  ; 
at  all  times  trusting  in  thy  pov/er,  providence, 
and  promises,  and  pouring  out  our  hearts  before 
Ihee.  Enable  us  also  to  live  a  life  of  devoted- 
ness  to  thee  ;  and  of  complacency  iri  thee.  May 
we  set  the  Lord  always  before  us  ;  aim  at  thy 
glory  as  our  highest  end  :  and  make  religion  not 
only  our  chief  business,  but  our  highest  pleasure. 

We  beseech  thee  preserve  us  in  our  integrity 
to  our  dying  day.  O  may  we  never  forsake  or 
forget  tiiee  !  but  with  purpose  of  heart  may  vve 
cleave  unto  the  Lord^  and  not  count  life  itself 
dear  to  us,  so  that  v;e  may  finish  our  course  with 
honor  and  j 03-. 

Let  thy  good  providence  order  all  the  circum- 
titances  of  our  dying,  so  as  may  bestbefriend 
our  comfortable  'removal  hence  ;  and  while  we 
are  here,  make  us  wiser  and  better  every  day  ; 
.  >ore  v/eaned  from  this  world,  more  willing  to 

've  it,  ami  more  lit  for  another  and  better. 

01t!Ss  us,  0  Lord,  as  a  family,  v/ith  every 
tiling  suited  to  our  several  circumstances.    Give 

i:>  :i::  \\  *  ^ucrn   '■::,■  '..nov  '^^^  d'l^i-:'?  ^fcnv  ^eVr-i^l 


characters  and  stations,  and  make  us  faithftil  in 
the  performance  of  them.  Be  gracious  to  all 
that  are  related  to  us,  or  connected  with  us. 
Pity  and  relieve  the  children  of  affliction,  and 
be  a  present  help  to  all  thj  people  in  every  sea- 
son of  distress.  To  thy  providential  care  we 
commit  ourselves  and  each  other  for  the  day  en- 
suing. Preserve  us  from  every  danger,  fortify 
us  against  every  temptation,  assist  us  in  every 
duty,  and  graciously  accept  us  in  thy  dear  Son  ; 
to  whom  with  the  Father,  and  the  Eternal  Spirit, 
be  glory  and  praise  now  and  for  ever.    Amen. 


Another  Evening  Prayer  for  a  Family* 

0  God,  tiie  infinite  eternal  Spirit ;  most  per- 
iect  in  power,  wisdom  and  goodness ;  tliough 
mortal  eyes  cannot  behold  thee,  nor  any  created 
understanding  comprehend  thee,  thou  art  ever 
present  with  us,  and  seest  the  secrets  of  our 
hearts.  All  our  sins,  and  all  our  wants,  are 
known  to  thee  :  liut  thou  wisely  requirest  our 
confessions,  as  the  exercise  of  our  repentance, 
and  our  petitions  and  thanksgivings,  as  the  ex- 
pressions of  our  desires,  dependence  and  grati- 
tude. We  confess  our  unfitness  for  such  con- 
verse with  thee.  O  thou,  whose  mercy  inviteth 
miserable  sinners  to  come  unto  thee,  by  the  new 
and  living  way ;  meet  us  not  in  thy  justice,  as  a 
consuming  fire,  but  accept  us  in  thy  righteous 
•md  beloved  Son. 

TiiDii,  v.'ho  art  the  creator  of  all  things,  didst 
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make  us  in  thine  ima2;e,  to  know,  love,  and 
serve  thee.  But  sin  hatli  corrupted  all  our  pow- 
ers, and  perverted  them  from  the  ends  ibr  which 
we  were  made. 

We  ought  to  l^ave  served  thee  with  our  whole 
hearts,  and  to  have  employed  our  time,  our 
thoughts,  our  tongues,  and  all  our  powers,  for 
thy  glory  and  the  good  of  men.  But  alas,  we 
have  often  trifled  in  thy  wors'aip,  and  hypocriti- 
cally served  thee  with  our  lips  alone,  and  have 
taken  thy  dreadful  name  in  vain.  Our  thoughts 
have  been  guilty  of  vanity,  folly,  and  impurity  ; 
our  tongues,  of  idle,  wrathful,  and  injurious 
words.  We  ha\^e  not  loved  our  neighbors  as 
ourselves,  nor  souglit  each  other's  welfare,  tem- 
poral or  spiritual,  ^ith  that  zeal  and  affection 
which  our  relation  to  each  other,  and  thy  love  to 
us  required.  We  have  improfitably  abused  thy 
talents,  and  done  but  little  good  in  the  world, 
in  comparison  with  what  we  might  have  done. 

And  though  thy  wonderful  mercy  hath  given 
us  a  Redeemer,  and  in  him  such  a  remedy  for 
our  sins,  as  is  the  astonishment  of  men  and  an- 
j^els,  we  have  been  chargeable  with  unbelief,  and 
a  stupid  neglect  of  this  great  salvation. 

But  deal  witli  us,  O  Lord,  not  according  to 
our  deserts,  but  according  to  our  necessity,  and 
thy  great  goodness.  Where  our  sin  hath  abound- 
ed, let  thy  grace  nmch  more  abound. 

There  is  enough  in  the  merit  of  thy  vSon's 
obedience  and  sacrifice  to  expiate  our  guilt,  and 
justify  penitent  believers  in  thy  sight.  We 
would  th'?rcforc  encourage  ourselves  in  the  Lord 
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our  God;  and  cheerfully  rely  upon  thy  pardon- 
ing mercy. 

And  while  in  the  exercise  of  faith,  we  ear- 
nestly implore  the  forgiveness  of  our  past  sins, 
ive  desire  cheerfully  to  return  to  thee,  in  the 
way  of  our  duty,  and  humbly  give  up  ourselves 
to  thee  as  our  God,  our  Fatlier,  our  Savior,  and 
our  Sanctifier;  beseeching  thee  to  receive  us 
upon,  the  terms  of  thy  covenant  of  grace.  Re- 
new and  sanctify  us  by  thy  Spirit.  Take  from 
US  the  heart  of  stone,  and  give  us  hearts  of  flesh. 
Impart  to  us  a  divine  and  heavenly  nature,  and 
transform  us  into  the  image  of  thy  holiness. 
Enable  us  to  devote  ourselves,  and  ail  that  thou 
givest  us,  entirely  to  thee  as  thine  own.  Brin^ 
all  the  powers  of  our  souls  and  bodies  into  a  full 
subjection  to  thy  government. 

Shed  abioad  thy  love  in  our  hearts,  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Sliew  us  more  of 
thine  infinite  goodness  and  perfections,  and  the 
■wonderful  mei-cy  v/hich  thou  hast  given  us  in 
Christ ;  and  let  the  beams  of  thy  love  so  fire  our 
breasts,  that  we  may  love  thee  with  all  our 
hearts  and  souls,  with  all  our  mind  and  strength ; 
and  may  taste  the  beginning  of  the  felicity  of 
heaven ;  where  we  shall  love  thee  more  than  we 
can  now  desire  or  conceive. 

Give  us  more  of  the  spirit  of  adoption  ;  pos- 
sess us  with  all  child-like  aftoctioiis  towards 
thee  as  our  reconciled  God  and  Father  in  Christ. 
Teach  us  to  make  thee  our  ultimate  end,  and  to 
seek  thy  glory  in  all  we  do.  And  let  thy  ex- 
ceeding love  and  mercy  to  us,  engage  us  to  love 
one  another ;  to  love  all  mankind .;  and  even 
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our  enemies  themselves.  May  we  ever  be  ready 
to  pardon  the  injuries  we  may  receive,  and  to 
do  good  to  all  to  the  utmost  of  out  power. 

Keep  us,  we  beseech  Ihee,  from  eveiy  thing 
in  our  words  and  actions  by  which  we  should 
dishonor  thy  name,  and  grieve  thy  Spirit. — 
Quicken  and  animate  us  in  every  duty,  whether 
personal,  relative,  or  divine.  And  help  us  to 
spend  tliis  transitory  life  in  a  diligent  prepara- 
tion for  death  and  eternity.  Let  our  liearts  and 
our  conversation  be  in  heaven.  Be  with  us 
through  all  the  changing  scenes  of  life ;  and  O 
forsake  us  not  in  our  last  extremity,  but  give  us 
hope  in  a  dying  hour,  and  take  our  departing 
spirits  to  be  with  Christ. 

Set  up  thy  glory,  O  Lord,  above  the  heavens, 
and  let  thy  nan^e  be  sanctified  in  all  the  earth. 
Convert  the  heathen  and  infidel  world  to  the 
faith  of  thy  Son.  Give  wise  and  upri;^ht  rulers 
to  tlie  nations ;  and  let  the  gospel  ot  Jesus  go 
fortli  as  the  sun,  to  enlighten  the  whole  world. 
Reform  the  churches  which  are  dark  and  cor- 
rupt. Cast  down  tliat  tyranny  aud  ungodlinesh 
which  keep  out  knowledge,  holiness,  and  peace. 
Preserve  and  bless  the  reformed  churches,  es- 
pecially in  these  United  States.  Make  our  ru- 
lers faithful  to  their  trust,  that  tliey  may  seek 
tlie  true  prosperity  of  their  country.  Teacli 
thou  our  teachers.  Give  all  thy  churches  able 
and  laithful  pastors,  and  abundantly  succeed 
their  labors,  that  tlieir  hearers  may  be  fruitful  in 
knowledge  and  lioliness,  peace  and  charity. 

Bless  all  the  members  of  this  family,  together 
with  all  that  are  near  and  dear  to  us,  both  in 
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body  and  soul ;  and  help  us  to  serv^e  each  otiier 
in  loA'e.  We  thankfully  acknowledge  thy  fa- 
therly goodness  manifested  to  us  this  day.  Be 
pleased  to  continue  it  through  the  night  watch- 
es. Give  us  such  rest  of  body  and  mind  as  may 
fit  us  for  the  duties  of  the  day  ensuing.  We 
ask  all  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  only 
Savior  and  Mediator.     Amey. 


Another  Morning  Prayer  for  a  Famibf. 

O  Lord  our  God  !  tliy  name  is  most  excel- 
lent in  all  the  earth  :  thou  hast  set  up  thy  glory 
above  the  heavens,  and  thou  art  v/orthy  to  be 
celebrated  with  everlasting  praises  of  men  and 
angels:  for  thou  hast  created  all  thin£;s  ;  and 
for  thy  pleasure  it  is  that  they  are  and  wei-e  cre- 
ated. Thy  hands,  O  Lord,  have  made  us  and 
fashioned  us,  and  tliou  hast  breathed  into  ortr 
nostrils  the  breath  of  life  :  yea,  still  thou  bold- 
est our  souls  in  life,  and  givest  us  ever}'  good 
thing  that  makes  our  lives  a  blessing  and  a  com- 
fort to  us.  Thou  hast  formed  us  for  thy^eli", 
that  Ave  should  shew  forth  thy  praise,  and  live  to 
thy  glory,  as  we  do  continually  live  upon  thy 
bounty.  ^ 

But,  O  L(u'd  our  God  !  we  have  not  brou^Iit 
ihce  the  glory  whicli  thou  hast  made  us  citjiable 
of,  and  so  many  ways  obliged  us  to :  insteiid  of 
that,  0  how  greatly  have  v/e  dishonored  thee, 
our  God,  in  the  whole  course  pnd  conduct  ofoui" 
lives  !  Time  after  time,  forgetting  our  gracioii* 
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jriver  of  all  our  good  thini^s,  who  art  never  un- 
mindful ot  us  :  And  O  how  soon  have  we  been 
weary  to  do  thee  service,  who  art  never  weary 
to  do  us  good  I  Yea,  we  have  not  only  neglectecl 
thy  work,  but  have  been  disobedient  against  tiiy 
word,  and  have  taken  bold  liberties,  to  go  on  af- 
ter our  own  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts,  in  such 
ways  of  living,  as  thy  laws  and  our  own  hearts* 
disallow  and  condemn  us  for. 

And  for  these  things  we  desire  to  pour  out 
our  hearts,  and  to  humble  our  sinful  selves  here 
before  thee  ;  entreating  thy  gracious  favor,  for 
tlie  sake  of  that  mercy  of  thine  in  Christ  Jesus, 
which  has  moved  thee  to  spare  us  so  long,  and 
to  do  so  much  for  us  already,  that  thou  wilt  be 
pleased  to  give  us  repentance  and  pardon  for  all 
th.at  is  past,  wherein  v/e  have  offended  thee  ; 
whether  in  omitting  of  our  duty,  or  failing  in  it, 
or  doing  contrary  to  it.  However  we  have 
transgi'essed,  0  humble  us  duly  under  the  sense 
of  it ;  and  for  tliy  dear  vSon's  sake,  absolve  us 
thoroughly  from  the  guilt  of  it. 

And  strengthen  us,  0  Lord,  with  might  by 
the  Spirit  in  tlie  inner  man,  to  make  us  more 
M'atcliful  against,  and  more  victorious  over,  the 
iorriiplion  of  oiir  nature,  the  temptations  of  the 
devii,  and  the  distractions  and  allurements  of 
^lis  sinful  Avorid,  wlierein  we  live.  .  O  destroy 
m  us  every  vicious  inclination,  every  evil  habit, 
and  rebellious  notion,  that  exalts  itself  against 
the  knowledge  of  God,  and  against  the  obedi- 
ence of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  increase 
and  confirm  in  us,  still  more  and  more,  thy  true 
knowledge,  and  faith,  and  fear,  and  love ;  and 
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every  ;^race  of  thy  holy  Spirit,  which  thou  kno^v- 
est  to  be  most  wanting  in  us,  and  necessary  for 
us  :  such  as  may  make  our  lives  still  more  com- 
fortable to  ourselves,  more  profitable  to  others, 
and  more  to  tlic  glory  of  thy  name.  And  how- 
ever it  goes  with  us,  as  to  the  concerns  of  this 
present  time,  O  that  we  may  still  be  found  in 
•tlie  way  of  our  duty,  fearing  God,  and  working 
righteousness  ;  that  ^ve  may  secure  our  interest 
in  the  great  Savior  of  the  world,  so  that  when  all 
here  shall  fail  us,  thou  ma^'^est  take  us  up,  and 
be  tiie  strength  of  our  hearts,  and  our  portion 
for  evermore. 

Day  by  day  we  magnify  thee,  0  Lord,  who 
makest  every  day  (of  our  lives)  still,  a  further 
addition  to  thy  mercies.  We  bless  thee  for  our 
last  night's  preservation  and  protection,  and  for 
the  rest  and  refreshment  which  thou  hast  given 
us  therein.  O  cause  us  to  hear  thy  loving  kind- 
ness in  the  morning,  for  in  thee  do  we  trust : 
cause  us  to  know  the  way  wherein  we  shall  go, 
for  we  lift  up  our  souls  to  thee.  Cast  us  not 
away  from  thy  presence  ;  take  not  thy  holy  Spi- 
rit from  lis ;  but  direct  all  our  ways  to  please 
tliee  our  God,  that  thou  mayest  crown  us  with 
blessing  and  good  success.  Help  us  to  see  thy 
power,  to  ow  n  thy  presence,  to  admire  thy  wis- 
dom, and  to  love  thy  goodness  in  all  thy  crea- 
tures. And  by  all  the  comforts  of  creatures,  0 
draw  our  hearts  still  nearer  to  thyself,  the  bless- 
ed Creator  of  every  comfort;  and  let  our  medi- 
tations of  God  be  sweet  as  well  as  frequent,  that 
delighting  ourselves  in  the  liord,  thou  mayest 
give   unto  us  the  desii'cs  of  our  hearts.    Such 
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ihj  mercy  and  ^-ace  we  beg  for  oursclveis,  and 
all  ours,  and  thine,  every  where,  in  our  great 
Mediator's  form  of  prayer : 
Our  Father  J  &^'c. 


Another  Evening  Prayer  for  a  Family. 

O  Lord,  our  God  !  thou  art  infinitely  great, 
and  infinitely  good.  Tliy  glory  is  above  all  our 
thoughts,  and  thy  mercies  are  above  all  thy 
works.  And  above  all  thy  mercies,  have  we 
cause  to  admire,  and  bless,  and  praise  thee,  for 
those  mercies  wliich,  in  so  large  a  measure,  and 
special  manner,  thou  hast  been  pleased  still  to 
vouchsafe  unto  us,  who  are  the  daily  objects  of 
thy  bounty,  and  do  continue  still  the  living 
monuments  of  thy  goodness.  Where  thy  glori- 
ous perfections  check  and  forbid  our  approaches, 
thy  gracious  attributes  invite  and  encourage  our 
supplications  unto  thee,  and  embolden  us  to  look 
upon  thee,  as  our  most  kind  and  merciful  Fa- 
ther in  Jesus  Ciu'ist.  And  though  we  have  great 
and  many  sins  to  confess,  yet  will  we  confess 
them,  in  hopes  of  thy  pardon  of  them,  and  of 
poM'er  on  high,  to  enable  us  against  tlieni. 

Thou  didst  create  us,  0  Lord,  after  thy  ovv  !i 
blessed  image,  in  an  holy  and  happy  estate  :  but 
we  have  made  ourselves  vile  and  miserable, 
quite  unlike  the  thing  wliich  at  first  we  came 
out  of  thy  hands  :  averse  to  good,  prone  to  evil, 
and  so  very  full  of  provocation,  tiiat  it  is  thy 
v/onderfal  patience  with  us,  and  loving  kindness 
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to  us,  that  ill  oil  liast  not,  long  before  this  time, 
cut  us  ott'in  our  sins,  and  shut  us  up  under  final 
despair  of  thy  mercy.  But  thou  hast  so  far  de- 
clared thy  willingness  to  be  reconciled  even  to 
thy  enemies,  that  thou  hast  sent  thy  only  Son 
into  the  world,  upon  the  great  errand  of  our  sal- 
vation :  that  whosoever  believe  in  him,  should 
not  perisli  in  their  sins,  but  have  everlasting 
life,  for  his  sake.  O  Lord,  we  believe,  help  our 
unbelief :  and  giye  us  the  true  repentance  to- 
wards God,  and  tlie  right  faith  in  our  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ ;  that  we  may  be  the  number  of  those 
Vv  ho  do  indeed  repent  and  believe,  to  the  saving 
of  the  soul. 

And  save  us,  0  Lord,  from  our  sinful  selves, 
and  from  the  love  and  course  of  this  present  evil 
world,  and  from  every  self-destroying  Avaywhicli 
we  are  tempted  to  follow.  Make  us  a  way  to 
escape  out  of  all  the  snares  of  temptation, 
wherewith  we  have  been  entangled  and  held, 
and  hindered  in  running  the  race  set  before 
us.  And  make  tiiy  ways  plain  before  us,  and  so 
full  of  invitations  to  us,  "that  we  may  be  thor- 
oughly convinced  of  their  goodness  and  excel- 
lence, and  resolvedly  give  up  ourselves  to  fol- 
low them  :  that  our  own  experience  in  the  way 
of  goodness  may  be  more  to  Keep  and  engage  us 
to  it,  than  all  allurements  and  discouragements 
in  the  world  to  put  us  beside  it.  Establish,  ^^ 
Lord,  and  strengthen  and  settle  us  ;  tiint  j^oii 
forth  in  thy  strength,  we  may  do  th}^  will  to  ah 
well-pleasing ;  and  continue  in  thy  fear  and 
love  to  our  lives'  end. 

"VVhicli  tilings  we  beg  not  for  oxirselves  alou. 
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Jilt  also  ill  behalf  of  all  whom  we  ought  to  in- 
treat  thy  mercy  for  in  our  prayers.  0  bring 
nigh  unto  thee  all  those  that  are  yet  afar  oft': 
and  make  manifest  the  savor  of  thy  knowledge 
in  every  place:  that  such  as  yet  sit  in  darkness 
md  the  shadow  of  death,  may  come  to  see  the 
light  of  thy  truth,  and  the  joy  of  thy  salvation. 
0  that  every  one  who  names  the  name  of  Christ 
nay  depart  from  iniquity,  and  so  live  up  to  their 
'ligh  and  holy  profession,  tliat  they  may  give  no 
]ust  occasion  to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  to  blas- 
pheme ;  but  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Sav- 
.  lor  in  all  things  and  to  put  to  silence  the  igno- 
rance of  foolish  men  by  well  doing. 

Be  gracious  and  favorable,  O  Lord,  in  an  es- 
,)ecial  manner  to  thy  church.  Arise,  O  God, 
i.nd  plead  thy  own  cause,  and  maintain  thy  true 
and  holy  religion,  which  tliou  hast  so  long  and 
so  wonderfully  owned  and  asserted.  0  let  not 
tie  enemies  of  thy  church  ever  have  cause  to 
say,  that  they  have  prevailed  against  thy  peo- 
ple ;  but  let  all  that  do  espouse  thy  cause,  and 
stand  up  for  the  honor  and  defence  of  thy  truth, 
be  still  prevalent  and  prosperous  in  all  their  pi- 
<,  is  designs;  and  still  have  cause  to  say,  the 
Lord  be  magnified,  who  has  pleasure  in  the  pros- 
P'irity  of  his  servants. 

Bless,  with  the  clKucest  of  thy  blessings,  the 
i  resident  of  these  United  States.  0  Lord,  pro- 
t  ct  his  person,  direct  his  counsels,  make  his 
<i  Iministration  ea^y  and  happy,  both  to  himself 
and  us ;  and  prosper  all  his  undertakings  and 
i-ndeavors  for  the  public  safety,  peace,  and  wel- 

"c  of  these  states.     Give  all  magistrates  wis- 
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doiu  and  courage  to  defend  the  truth  and  to  da 
right  to  all.  Make  ministers  an  example  to  the 
flock,  in  all  sobriety,  righteousness  and  holiness 
of  living ;  and  establish  us  all  an  holy  people  to 
thyself;  granting  us  one  heart,  and  one  way; 
that  we  may  all  a^ree  in  the  same  faith,  and 
adorn  it  with  a  suitable  life. 

Comfort  all  that  want  the  comforts  which  we 
enjoy  ;  and  apply  thyself  in  a  way  of  agi-eeable 
mercy,  to  the  several  necessities  and  calamities 
of  all  thy  afflicted  ones,  wheresoever  or  howso- 
ever they  are  tried.  Remember,  with  the  favor 
which  thou  bearest  to  thy  people,  all  our  friends 
and  benefactors,  our  kindred  after  the  flesh,  and 
whosoever  are  dear  to  us  on  any  other  account. 
Make  them,  0  Lord,  such  as  thou  wouldst  have 
them,  and  such  as,  in  Christ  Jesus,  thou  wilt 
mercifully  accept  of  tliem,  here  to  thy  gracious' 
favor,  and  hereafter  to  thy  glorious  kingdom. 
Forgive  our  enemies,  and  turn  their  hearts  ;  and 
turn  ours  to  forgive  them.  And  direct  all  our 
ways  to  please  thee,  that  thou  mayest  make  even 
our  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  us. 

Hear  us,  0  God  of  the  spirits  of  all  flesh  !  hear 
us  for  ourselves  and  others  ;  others  for  them- 
selves and  us  :  and  liear  the  Son  of  thy  love,  the 
lover  of  our  souls,  for  us,  and  all  tlie  members  of 
thy  church  militant  here  on  earth,  whereof  Chmt 
.'lesus  in  lieiiven  is  the  glorious  liead.  For  him, 
and  to  him  v/ith  tliine  eternal  Self,  most  holy 
Father,  and  tlie  blessed  Spirit  of  grace,  our 
guide  and  comforter,  be  all  thanks,  and  praise, 
and  i)onor,  and  glory,  humbly  and  heartily  ren- 
dered and  ascribed  of  us,  and  all  thy  peer' '\ 
now  and  for  evermore.    Amen. 


49' 
Another  Morning  Prayer  for  a  Famili/. 

O  MOST  holy,  most,  merciful,  and  most  gra- 
cious Lord  God,  thou  art  the  inexhaustible  foun- 
tain of  all  good,  the  source  and  spring  of  all  our 
comforts  here,  and  the  sure  and  certain  founda- 
tion of  all  our  hopes  hereafter  ;  look  down  from 
heaven,  the  habitation  of  thy  holiness,  upon  us, 
who  humbly  beg  leave  to  renew  our  praises  to 
thy  Divine 'Majesty,  in  whom  we  live,  and  move, 
and  h.ave  our  being. 

O  Lord,  vvc  acknovvledge,  that  under  thy  pro- 
tection wc  have  slept  tins  night  secure,  and  by  thy 
infinite  goodness  it  is,  that  we  are  now  in  health 
and  safety  ;  praised  therefore  be  thy  name,  O 
Lord  ;  O  let  all  that  is  within  us  praise  thy  holy 
name  ;  as  long  as  we  live  we  will  magnify  thee, 
O  God,  for  tliou  art  our  creator,  our  preserver, 
and  our  constant  benefactor. 

Pardon,  O  most  merciful  Father,  all  the  un- 
worthy returns  we  have  made  for  the  manifold 
favors  we  liave  received  from  tbee  ;  and  grant 
ns,  for  the  time  to  come,  such  a  sense  of  thine 
infinite  goodness  and  mercy,  that  we  may  love 
thee  with  all  our  hearts,  witli  all  our  souls,  and 
with  ail  our  strength ;  that  we  may  study  to 
please  thee  in  all  thinG;s,  and  be  afraid  of  noth- 
ing so  much  OS  thy  displeasure. 

To  this  end,  0  gracious  Lord,  make  us  truly 
iftcnsibl«  of  the  vanity  of  this  world ;  that  we 
:Tnay  not  be  carried  away  with  the  force  and  pow- 
ev  of  sensible  objects,  nor  brouji;]it  under  the  do- 
minion of  those  lasts  v/liicli  war  against  the  soul. 
Give  wi  t-race   so  to   u^e   the    v/oijd,  as  not  to 
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iibuse  it ;  anil  ^rant  that  neither  the  cares  of 
this  life,  nor  tlie  deceitiulness  of  riches,  may  ever 
make  us  ncfflect  the  great  work  thou  hast  given 
us  to  do.  Root  out  of  our  hearts  all  covetous 
aftections  and  desires,  and  let  it  be  our  great 
care  and  concern  to  provide  for  eternity,  and  to 
lay  up  a  treasure  in  lieaven,  which  faileth  not. 

Deliver  us,  0  our  God,  from  pride  and  vain 
glory ;  from  a  censorious  and  uncharitable  spi- 
rit:  from  an  envious  and  malicious  temper;  and 
from  all  those  sinful  and  corrupt  affections  that 
are  so  hateful  in  thy  siglit;  and  0  be  thou  pleas- 
ed to  endue  us  with  tliat  wisdom  which  is  from 
above  ;  m  liich  is  first  pr.re,  and  then  peaceable ; 
Avith  that  meekness  and  humility,  which  is  in  thy 
siglit  of  so  ^reat  a  price;  and  vvith  all  those  ho- 
ly and  Christian  dispositions  that  thou  lovest 
and  delightest  in. 

Make  us  always  mindful  of  our  omti  frailty, 
of  the  shortness  and  uncertainty  of  this  life,  and 
of  the  eternity  of  the  next.  Make  us  careful 
so  to  live,  as  we  shall  wish  we  had  done  when 
we  come  to  die  :  O  let  not  sickness  or  death  ev- 
er surprise  us  unawares,  or  find  us  in  a  state 
unprovided;  but  grant  that  we  ma v  finish  the 
great  work  of  our  salvation  before  the  night 
comes,  when  no  man  can  work ;  that  so  havino 
laid  up  a  good  foundation  of  hope  and  comfort 
against  the  day  of  trouble  and  sickness,  we  mav, 
whenever  thou  shalt  be  pleased  to  call  us  hence, 
cheerfully  resign  up  our  souls  into  thy  hands  \ 
and  O,  do  thou  vouchsafe  to  receive  them  to  thy 
mercy,  through  the  merit.%  and  for  the.  sake  02 
thy  dear  Sou  Jesus  Christ  t-he  Ri"-htec^'s. 
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Be  with  us,  O  Lord,  tliis  day  ;  let  thy  bles- 
sing accompany  all  our  honest  labors  and  endea- 
vors ;  and  srant  that  we  may  take  notliini^  in 
hand  but  what  is  agreeable  to  thy  blessed  will. 
To  thee  we  humbly  beg  leave  to  commend  our 
souls  and  bodies,  and  all  that  stand  in  any  relation 
to  us,  beseeching  tliee  of  thy  great  goodness,  to 
take  us  under  thy  protection,  to  defend  us  tVoni 
all  evil,  and  to  lead  us  into  all  good.  Grant 
that  whilst  we  are  engaged  about  things  tempo- 
ral, we  may  not  forget  the  tilings  tliat  are  eter- 
nal, nor  be  unmindful  of  that  gieat  account 
which  we  must  one  day  give.  0  Lord,  leave  us 
not  to  ourselves,  but  guard  us  from  those  snares. 
and  temptations  that  every  ■s\licrc  surround  us. 
Conduct  us  by  thy  good  Spirit  through  the  af- 
fairs and  business  of  this  life,  that  we  may  at 
last  arrive  at  that  place  of  everlasting  rest  and 
peace,  which  thou  hast  prepared  for  those  who 
truly  and  sincerely  love  and  fear  thee,  through 
the  merits  and  intercession  of  thy  beloved  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  in  whose  most  compre- 
hensive words  we  sum  up  our  own,  and  the 
wants  of  all  mankind,  saying,— 

Our  Father,  Sfc. 


Another  Evening  Prayer  for  a  Famihj, 

Most  great,  most  holy,  and  most  gloriou«^ 
Lord  God,  thou  hast  created  the  heavens  and 
the  earth,  and  all  things  that  are  therein  ;  thou 
upholdest  them  all  by  the  power  of  thy  word^ 
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aiul  the  host  of  heaven  praiseth  thee  ;  what  are 
MT,  that  we  should  presume  to  speak  unto  thee, 
or  to  lift  up  our  eyes  to  that  place  of  purity 
where  thou  thvellest  ? 

O  Lord,  tliou  hatest  iniquity  with  a  perfect 
hatred  ;  yet  we  are  assured,  that  thou  delight- 
est  in  the  ways  of  mercy ;  that  thou  art  a  tender 
lover  of  souls  ;  and  not  only  permittest,  but  in- 
vite st  us,  miserable  creatures,  to  corne  to  thee. 

With  humble  confidence,  then,  O  Lord,  we 
lift  up  our  souls  unto  thee,  beseeching  thee  in 
much  mercy,  to  look  upon  us,  and  to  ease  us 
of  the  burden  of  our  corrupt  and  sinful  inclina- 
tions :  O  cast  us  not  away  from  tliy  presence  ; 
but  for  the  sake  of  our  dear  Redeemer,  receive 
us  j^raciously  to  thy  mercy  ;  and  let  the  merit 
of  lus  bitter  death  and  passion  alone  for  all  the 
follies  and  miscarriages  of  our  lives  past.  For- 
give, we  meekly  beseech  thee,  whatever  we  have 
done  amiss  this  day,  and  all  our  lives  past,  either 
against  thee,  our  neighbors  or  ourselves  :  O 
cleanse  us  from  all  our  secret  and  unknown 
transgressions  ;  and,  O  merciful  Father,  grant 
that  we  may  seriously  consider  and  reflect  upon 
the  foulness  and  deformity  of  sin ;  and  what 
dreadful  threatenings  thou  hast  denounced  a- 
gainst  it;  tliat  we  may  become  true  and  sin- 
cere mourners  for  our  past  sins,  and,  as  far  as  it 
is  possible,  redeem  our  mispent  time,  by  employ- 
ing the  remainder  of  our  days  in  thy  service,  and 
to  thy  glory.  0  make  us  wise  unto  salvation, 
and  give  us  that  haired  and  abhorrence  of  sin 
and  iniquity,  that  we  may  abstain  from  ever/ 
(iind  and  sortof  eviJ. 


Give  us,  0  Lord,  new  heai  Ls,  new  affections, 
and  new  desires  ;  that  we  may  love  thee  with 
more  sincerity,  and  serve  thee  with  greater  faith- 
fulness, tlian  we  have  ever  yet  done. 

Convince  us  of  the  vanity  and  uncertainty  of 
all  things  liere  below,  and  grant  tliat  we  may 
make  thee  our  only  joy  and  our  delight,  our  stay 
and  our  trust,  our  guide  and  our  counsellor,  and 
be  so  delighted  with  the  ways  of  tliy  command- 
ments, that  one  day  in  thy  service  may  be  dear- 
er to  us,  than  a  thousand  spent  in  vanitv  and 
folly. 

I'each  us,  O  Lord,  so  to  number  our  days, 
that  we  may  apply  our  liearts  unto  true  wisdom  ; 
and  grant,  that  in  the  days  of  health  and  pros- 
perity, we  may  consider  our  latter  end,  and  re- 
member and  provide  for  that  great  account 
which  we  must  one  day  give  before  the  judgment- 
seat  of  Christ :  that  when  the  hour  of  our  de- 
parture shall  come,  we  may  meet  death  without 
fear  and  amazement ;  and  with  a  well-grounded 
hope  of  thy  mercy  and  goodness,  may  cheerfully 
resign  up  our  souls  into  tliy  hands,  and  may  be 
willing,  and  even  desirous  to  leave  this  world, 
when  thou,  our  God,  in  thy  great  wisdom,  shall 
see  it  fitting. 

0  Lord,  let  us  never  be  separated  from  thee ; 
but  grant  that  we  may  be  of  the  number  of  thy 
faithful  and  obedient  servants,  who  are  united 
to  thee  by  grace  and  good  works  in  this  life,  and 
will  hereafter  live  with  thee  in  endless  bliss  and 
happiness,  through  the  merits,  and  for  the  sake 
^f  thy  beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  and 
lOnly  Saviour. 
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OurLoici,  to  ihy  merciful  Providence  we  com- 
mend tlie  nantjs  and  necessities  of  all  mankind  ; 
cause  the  light  of  thy  glorious  gospel  to  shine  in 
ull  the  dark  corners  of  the  earth.  In  a  more  es- 
pecial manner,  we  pray  for  the  good  and  wel- 
lare  of  this  nation  to  whicli  we  belong,  beseech- 
ing thee  to  pardon  all  our  sins,  to  turn  away  thy 
displeasure  from  us,  and  to  make  us  a  peculiar 
people,  zealous  of  good  works. 

Bless  t/ie  work  of  faith,  and  labor  of  love  of 
all  those  who  zealously  endeavor  to  stop  the 
torrent  of  vice,  and  to  promote  the  interest  of 
rirtue  and  true  religion  among  us. 

Hear  the  ciy  of  the  poor  and  needy ;  give 
ease  to  those  that  are  under  any  aflliction  of 
iii^jid  or  body,  and  lay  not  more  upon  them  than 
thou  wilt  enable  them  to  bear. 

We  pray  thee,  in  a  more  especial  manner  to 
be  gracious  to  all  our  friends  and  relations,  and 

more  particularly  to O  Lord,   tliou   art 

thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  our  wants  ;  O 
vouchsafe  to  give  us  what  thou  seest  best  and 
most  fit  both  for  our  souls  and  bodies. 

Accept,  ()  merciful  Father,  of  our  unfeigned 
praises  foi-  all  thy  blessings,  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral. 

Our  health  and  safety,  and  all  the  comforts  o' 
our  lives,  proceed  fiom  thy  bounty  and  good- 
ness ;  to  thee,  therefore,  we  ascribe  all  possible 
praise  and  thanksgiving,  Inimbly  beseechino 
thee  to  grant  us  the  continuance  of  thy  mercj 
and  goodness. 

Ti.ke  us,  and  all  that  belong  to  us,  tliis  night 
under  the  care  and  protection  of  thy  good  Prov 


idence.  Preserve  us  from  all  perils  and  dan- 
•^ers,  and  all  apprehension  or  dread  of  any.  Give 
is  such  refreshing  rest  and  sleep,  as  may  fit  us 
for  the  duties  of  the  day  following;  and  if  thou 
art  pleased  to  add  another  day  to  our  lives,  grant 
that  we  may  make  a  riglit  use  and  improvement 
of  it,  to  thy  glory,  and  the  benefit  of  our  immor- 
tal souls,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  liOrd,  who  in 
compassion  to  our  infirmities  hath  taught  us 
thus  to  pray, — 
Our  Father^  Sfc. 


Jlnother  Jlornlng  Prayer  for  a  Famihj. 

O  Lord  our  God,  unto  tliee  vrould  we  lift  up 
our  souls.  Quicken  us  to  call  upon  thy  name. 
Assist  us  by  thy  Spirit  in  our  access  to  t'jy  mer- 
cy-seat, and  raise  our  hearts  to  tiiyself.  Teach 
us  to  approach  thee  as  becometh  creatures,  and 
do  thou  draw  nigli  unto  us  as  a  God  of  grace. 

Tliou  art  God,  and  there  is  none  else  ;  thy 
name  alone  is  Jehovah.  All  nations  before  thee 
are  as  nothing,  and  they  are  accounted  in  thy 
sight  less  than  nothing  and  vanity.  Thou  art  the 
blessed  and  only  potentate.  King  of  kin^s  and 
Lord  of  lords.  All  tilings  are  naked  and  open 
before  thine  eyes.  Thou  searchesi  the  heart  of 
man,  butliow  unsearchable  is  thine  understand- 
ing !  Thy  power  i;-.  infinite.  Thou  art  of  purer 
€yes  than  to  behold  iniquity.  Thou  art  slow  to 
*  anger,  abundant  in  goodness,  tliy  mere  y  is  ever- 
lasting, and  thy  truth  cndureth  to  all  genera- 
lions. 


As  thou  art  glorious  in  thyself,  so  by  thy 
^vorks  thou  liast  uianifested  thy  glory  to  us. 
Tliou,  Lord,  hast  made  the  heavens  and  the 
earth.  The  whole  creation  is  the  work  of  thine 
hands.  Thou  rulest  among  the  armies  of  hea- 
ven, and  doest  what  thou  pleasest  amon^  the  in- 
liabitants  of  the  eartli.  Thy  works  of  nature 
and  providence  are  full  of  wonder,  but  especial- 
ly tliy  works  of  grace  and  redemption  by  Jesus 
Christ.  While  w^e  give  glory  unto  thee,  we 
w^ould  humble  ourselves  in  tliy  presence.  Our 
being  is  but  of  yesterday,  and  our  foundation  is 
in  the  dust.  We  are  not  only  mean  in  our  ori- 
ginal, but  we  are  guilty  and  depraved.  We  con* 
iess  before  thee  the  iniquities  of  our  thoughts, 
of  our  lips,  and  of  our  lives  ;  our  sins  of  omission 
and  of  commission  ;  the  sins  of  our  childhood, 
and  of  our  riper  years;  our  sins  against  the  law 
and  against  the  gospel. 

AVe  are  ashamed  and  blusli  to  lift  up  our  faces 
before  thee  our  God,  for  our  inicpiities  are  in- 
creased over  our  heads,  and  our  trespasses  have 
reached  up  to  the  heavens.  We  will  lay  our 
hands  upon  our  mouth,  and  our  mouth  in  the 
dust,  if  so  be  there  may  be  hope. 

Gracious  God,  w^e  humbly  beseecb  thee  to 
take  away  the  guilt  of  our  sins,  through  the  a- 
tonement  of  thy  Son ;  justify  our  persons  through 
liis  riij;}iteousness,  nnd  subdue  tlie  power  of  our 
iniquities  by  thy  Spirit.  Deliver  us  from  the 
natural  darkness  of  our  minds,  from  tlie  corrup- 
tion of  our  hearts,  and  the  perverse  tendency  of 
our  ap])etites  and  passions.  May  thy  Spirit  dis- 
covn-  to  us  the  evil  and  danger  of  sin,  cnlighteu 
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our  minds  iu  the  knowledge  of  Grod  in  Jesus 
Christ,  and  sanctify  all  the  powers  of  our  na- 
tare.  Form  our  hearts  according  to  thy  will, 
and  after  the  image  of  thy  Son.  Be  thou  our 
light  and  our  strength,  and  quicken  us  in  the 
paths  of  holy  obedience.  Fortify  us  against  the 
temptations,  and  free  us  from  the  snares  wJiich 
daily  attend  us.  While  we  are  in  this  life  we 
are  in  continual  danger  ;  let  the  watchful  eye 
of  our  God  be  upon  us  for  our  defence.  Save 
us  from  the  power  of  our  enemies  in  tliis  world, 
and  from  the  punishment  due  to  our  sins  in  the 
world  to  come. 

Preserve  the  gospel  among  us,  and  let  all  the 
means  of  grace  be  continued  to  us,  and  be  made 
serviceable  for  the  great  ends  of  their  appoint- 
ment. Let  all  thy  providences  be  sanctified  to 
us.  May  thy  mercies,  as  cords  of  love,  draw  us 
nearer  to  thyself ;  and  let  the  strokes  of  thine 
afflicting  hand  wean  us  from  sin,  mortify  us  to 
this  world,  and  make  us  ready  for  our  departure 
hence,  whensoever  thou  art  pleased  to  call  us. 
Guide  us  by  thy  counsels,  and  secure  us  by  thy 
grace  in  all  our  travels  through  this  dangerous 
wilderness,  and  at  last  give  us  tlie  victory  over 
death,  and  a  triumphant  entrance  into  the  king- 
dom of  thy  glory. 

While  we  are  here  in  the  body,  give  us  such 
things  as  are  necessary  to  support  our  lives,  and 
to  make  them  easy  and  comfortable  to  us.  Let 
our  healtii,  our  strength,  and  our  peace  be  main- 
tained, and  let  holiness  to  the  Lord  be  inscribed 
upon  them  all,  that  Avhatcver  we  recei^^e  from 
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tliine  liands  may  be  improved  to  thine  honor  and 
our  truest  advantage. 

We  pray  tliee  to  enlarge  tlie  borders  of  thy 
Son's  kingdom  :  spread  the  gospel  among  the 
heathen,  and  make  the  name  of  Christ  glorious 
from  the  rising  to  tlie  setting  sun.  Call  in  the 
remainder  of  thine  ancient  people  the  Jews,  with 
the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles,  into  thy  church. 
Pour  down  a  more  abundant  measure  of  thy 
Spirit  to  carry  on  thy  own  work  upon  earth. 
May  his  influence  be  diffused  in  plentiful  de- 
grees upon  churches,  upon  ministers,  upon  fami- 
lies, and  upon  all  the  saints.  Deliver  those  who 
suffer  from  persecuting  powers :  restrain  the 
Vrath  of  man,  and  cause  it  to  praise  thee. 

We  pray  for  the  nation  to  which  we  belong, 
that  liberty  and  peace  may  be  established  and 
flourish  in  it.  Bless  our  governors,  supreme  and 
subordinate,  with  wisdom  and  faithfulness,  to 
mariage  tlie  affairs  thou  hast  entrusted  them 
%vith.  We  pray  for  our  friends  and  relatives, 
that  thou  wouldst  deliver  them  from  all  the 
evils  they  feel  or  fear,  and  bestow  upon  them 
all  the  good  we  wish  for  ourselves,  here  or  here- 
after. 

We  give  thee  humble  and  hearty  thanks  for 
all  thy  mercies  vouchsafed  to  mankind  in  gene- 
ral, and  to  ourselves  in  particular,  especially  for 
tlie  safety  and  refreshment  of  the  past  night. 
May  the  same  good  providence  defend  us  tlno' 
the  hours  of  this  day,  and  may  thy  grace  assist 
us  in  all  the  duties  of  it.  Hear  and  answer  us, 
pardon^  accept,  and  bless  us,  for  tliy  mercy's 
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sake  in  Jesus  Clirist,  through  whom,  by  one  Spi- 
rit, be  ascribed  to  the  only  living  and  true  God, 
everlasting  praises.    A:mex. 


Another  Evening  Prayer  for  a  Family, 

Most  high  and  most  holy  God  ;  we  who  are 
but  dust  and  ashes,  take  upon  us  to  speak  to  thy 
sacred  majest3\  Pardon  our  unworthiness  and 
help  our  infirmities.  Hearken  to  the  voice  of 
our  cry,  0  our  King  and  our  God,  unto  whom  we 
;ivill  pray. 

'^  We  adore  thee  as  the  first  and  the  last,  tlie 
greatest  and  the  best  of  beings  ;  the  only  true 
and  living  God,  wliose  glorious  name  is  exalted 
above  all  blessing  and  praise.  We  adore  thee 
as  tlie  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  universe, 
and  the  bountiful  benefiictor  of  all  thy  creatures. 

With  giatitude  and  joy  we  acknowledge  thy 
relation  to  us,  as  our  Creator,  our  Redeemer, 
our  King,  our  Almighty  Friend,  our  reconciled 
God  and  Father  in  Jesus  Christ. 

We  praise  thee,  0  I^ord,  for  thine  original  de- 
signs of  love  to  fallen  man  ;  that  thou  shouldst 
make  sucli  a  distinction  between  us  and  the  an- 
gels tliat  sinned.  Lord,  what  is  man  that  thou 
shouldst  so  concern  thyself  about  his  salva- 
tion. Blessed,  for  ever  blessed  be  thy  name, 
tliat  tliough  fallen  ani^els  were  suffered  to  perish 
without  a  Savior,  thou  didst  choose  any  of  the 
race  of  Adam  unto  salvation  :  that  before  ail 
'Tv^orMs  thou  didst  enter  into  a  covenant  of  grace 
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with  tliy  Son,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  srivc 
tliem  into  his  hands,  that  their  happiness  m^ight 
be  secured.  We  bless  thee  that  thou  didst  re- 
veal this  mercy,  in  various  types  and  promises, 
to  our  fatliers  by  the  prophets,  and  that  in  thine 
own  appointed  time  thou  Midst  send  thj  Son  in 
the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  and  to  redeem  us  by 
his  death.  We  give  glory  to  thyjustice  and  thy 
grace  for  this  work  of  terror  and  compassion  ; 
in  reconciling  sinners  to  thyself  by  the  sufferings 
of  thine  only  begotten  and  well  beloved  Son. 

We  praise  thee  for  the  gospel  which  thou  hast 
published  to  the  world  ;  the  gospel  of  pardon 
and  of  peace  ;  that  thou  hast  confirmed  it  by 
such  abundant  testimonies,  to  raise  and  estab- 
lish our  faith.  We  give  glory  to  that  power  of 
thine  wliich  has  guarded  thy  gospel  in  all  ages  ; 
and  through  all  the  oppositions  of  its  enemies,  in 
earth  and  hell,  has  delivered  it  down  to  us,  and 
proclaimed  its  glad  tidings  in  our  age  and  na- 
tion. 

We  bless  thee  that  we  were  born  in  such  a 
land  of  light  as  this,  in  which  thou  hast  built 
habitations  for  tliyself,  wherein  we  have  enjoy- 
ed tlie  privilege  of  attending  thy  solemn  wor- 
ship, of  beholding  tliy  glory  and  thy  grace,  and 
of  being  instructed  in  the  way  of  salvation. 

Thanks  to  thy  goodness  for  the  preservation 
of  our  lives  amidst  all  the  dangers  that  have 
threatened  us  ;  that  thou  didst  not  cut  us  off  in 
a  state  of  nature  and  of  sin  ;  that  our  portion  i« 
not  at  this  time  among  tlv^  children  of  wrath 
niid  despair;  that,  notwithstanding  our  shame* 
ful  abuse  of  our  'Jistlr.o-i-v-hrd   mercies,  wo.  aif 
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still  ill  tlie  land  of  the  living  and  of  hope.  Thar. 
we  not  only  still  enjoy  so  many  of  the  conven- 
iences and  comforts  of  this  life,  but  that  the 
means  of  grace  and  salvation  arc  still  near  un- 
to us  ;  that  thou  art  yet  inviting  us  to  look  unto 
Jesus  and  be  saved  ;  and  that  to  the  calls  of  thy 
word  and  providence,  thou  art  pleased  to  add 
the  calls  of  thy  Spirit  in  our  hearts. 

O  that  the  goodness  of  God  may  effectually 
lead  us  unto  repentance,  and  tliat  thy  long-suf- 
fering may  prove  our  salvation  !  God  forbid  that 
our  distinguished  privileges  should  finally  prove, 
distinguished  aggravations  of  our  guilt  and  mise- 
ry I  May  we  be  induced,  by  the  mercies  of  the 
Lord,  to  present  our  bodies  and  souls  living  sa- 
crifices, holy  and  acceptable  in  thy  sight,  thro' 
Jesus  Cln-ist;  which  is  our  most  reasonable  ser- 
vice. Under  a  sense  of  thy  past  goodness  in 
general,  and  especially  on  a  review  of  the  mer- 
cies of  the  past  day  and  week,  we  desire,  0  our 
heavenly  Father,  to  dedicate  ourselves  afresh  to 
thee.  We  are  not  our  own,  but  thine  :  may  we 
be  entirely  devoted  to  tliy  service,  and  be  ena- 
bled to  glorify  thee  both  with  our  bodies  and 
spirits,  which  are  thine. 

To  be  added  on  tlie  Saturday  Evening  preced- 
ins:  a  Comnmnion-Sabbath. 

Prepare  all  of  us,  we  beseech  tliee,  for  the  so- 
lemnities of  thine  liouse  on  the  ensuing  day,  and 
render  thine  ordinances  pleasant  and  profitable 
to  us,  and  to  our  fellow-worshippers.  Assist  ali 
thy  ministers  in  leading  the  worsliip  of  tl)y  sane- 
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lasting  gospel ;  and  do  thou  command  the  bles- 
sing out  of  Zion,  even  life  for  evermore.  And 
O  grant  tliat  die  glad  tidings  of  the  gospel 
which  we  hear  may  be  proclaimed  through  the 
whole  earth,  that  all  flesh  may  know  the  salva- 
tion of  the  Lord.  We  beseech  thee  to  accept 
these  our  prayers,  praises,  and  solemn  vows 
through  the  worthy  name  of  thy  dear  Son,  tc 
whom,  as  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  to  redeem 
us  unto  God  by  his  blood,  be  glory  and  domin- 
ion for  ever.     Amex. 


Another  Morning  Prayer  for  a  Familif. 

0  Lord  God,  that  hearest  prayers,  and  ar' 
nigh  to  all  that  call  upon  thee  in  truth,  having 
thy  ears  open  to  a  world  of  creatures,  that  con 
tinually  depend  upon  thee  !  As  we  are  movec 
by  our  own  necessities,  so  are  we  encouraged  b^ 
the  daily  experience  of  thy  mercies  still  to  she! 
ter  ourselves  under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings, 
and  to  continue  our  suits  and  supplications  a\ 
the  throne  of  thy  grace.  And  w^e  beg  of  thee, 
who  fasluonest  all  the  hearts  of  the  sons  of  men. 
that  tliou  wilt  prepare  our  hearts  to  come  int(r 
thy  holy  presence  and  to  call  upon  thy  blessed 
name,  in  a  due  and  acceptable  manner.  0  ' 
pour  upon  us  the  spirit  of  grace  and  of  suppli- 
cations ;  and  let  thy  good  Spirit  help  our  infir 
mities,  and  teach  us  to  pray,  and  to  ask  sue): 
tilings,   and  in  such  a  way,'^  as  shall  be  mo'st  n 
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our  souls. 

We  have  taken  upon  us  to  speak  unto  thee, 
the  Sovereign  Majesty  of  heaven  and  earth, 
who  are  but  poor  worms,  and  sinful  dust  and 
ashes  ;  that  have  too  just  cause  to  be  afraid,  lest 
our  great  and  manifold  sins  had  provoked  thee 
to  hide  thy  face  from  us,  and  to  shut  up  thy  lov- 
ing kindness  in  displeasure  against  us.  For  we 
have  done  foolishly  and  wickedly,  in  not  heark- 
ening to  the  calls  of  thy  word,  nor  ;y  ielding  to 
the  monitions  of  thy  SpiVit,  to  walk  in  th?w  ays 
which  thou  hast  set  before  us.  Our  iniquities 
are  increased  over  our  heads,  our  trespass  is 
grown  even  up  to  heaven,  and  our  sins  are  a 
sore  burden,  too  grievous  and  heavy  for  us  to 
bear.  They  are  intinite  debts,  and  sad  accounts  ; 
for  which  if  thou,  0  Lord,  shouldst  enter  into 
judgment  with  us,  we  could  not  answer  thee  one 
of  a  thousand :  but  must  lay  our  hands  upon  our 
mouths,  and  plead  nothing  but  guilty,  having  our 
whole  dependence  upon  thy  mercy. 

0  God  be  merciful  to  us,  miserable  sinners, 
for  his  sake,  whom  thou  hast  exalted  to  be  a 
Prince  and  a  Savior,  to  give  repentance  to  thj 
people,  and  forgiveness  of  their  sins  :  be  merci- 
ful to  us,  we  pray  thee,  and  heal  our  souls,  that 
have  greatly  sinned  against  tliec.  0  heal  our 
backslidings,  renew  us  to  repentance,  establish 
our  hearts  in  thy  true  fear  and  love,  and  estab- 
lish our  goings  in  thy  holy  ways;  that -we  may 
not  be  so  wavering  and  bent  to  backsliding,  nor 
revolt  from  thee  to  turn  to  folly,  after  thou  in 
mercy  hast  spoken  peace  to  our  souls  ;  but  may 
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go  on  conquerip;^  und  to  conqiier  all  the  enemie.-i 
of  our  souls,  and  all  the  hinderances  of  our  sal- 
vation, till  satan  be  bruised  under  our  feet. 

O  thou  God  of  all  grace  !  bring  such  thought 
Xo  our  minds,  and  lay  such  considerations  houM 
powerfully  upon  our  hearts,  as  thou  knowe^ 
most  effectual  to  prevail  with  us,  to  work  in  u 
thy  will,  and  to  keep  us  from  our  iniquity,  witl^ 
in  the  bounds  of  our  duty,  till  thou  receive  u 
into  the  blessed  kingdom  of  tliy  glory.  And,  ii 
the  mean  time,  sanctify  to  us  all  thy  dealing* 
with  us  ;  and  bless  us  in  all  our  undertakings, 
and  in  all  our  conditions,  fruitions  and  rela 
tions. 

Dispose  of  us,  we  beseech  thee  (our  God)  an; 
of  all  that  concerns  us  this  day,  to  the  glory  o 
thy  name.     O  keep  us  at  all  times,  and  in  al 
places,  from  the  evil  of  sin,  and  from  all  othe 
evils,  to  which  the   greetness  of  our  sins   dor 
make  us  liable.     And  take   thou,  O  heavenl . 
Father,  the  gracious  charge,  and  guidance,  and 
government  of  us  ;  and  so   lead  us  here  in  al? 
our  ways,  with  thy  counsel,  that  hereafter  tlic 
mayest  receive  us  into  glory  ;  tiirough  thy  te 
der  mercies,  and  our  Savior's  abundant  merit^ 
for  whom  we  would  thank  thee,  in  whom  we  d 
sire  to  be  found,  living,  dying:,  and  for  cvi 
Amev, 
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Another  Evening  Prayer  for  a  Faniibj. 

Our  ever»blessed  and  most  gracious  God  i 
tliou  art  the  Lord  and  Giver  of  our  lives  and 
hopes,  and  of  all  our  enjoyments  and  comforts. 
To  thee  we  owe  ourselves,  and  all  that  we  are 
capable  of  rendering  and  ascribing.  For  by  thee, 
O  Lord,  we  were  created  and  had  our  being ; 
and  through  thy  good  providence  it  is,  that  we 
still  have  been  spared  and  preserved,  and  pro^ 
vided  for,  th]oug!i  our  whole  lives,  unto  this  pre- 
sent time.  We  acknowledge  thy  great  and  dai- 
ly goodness  to  us,  and  our  own  exceeding  un- 
worthiness  of  the  least  of  all  thy  mercies.  We 
take  shame  and  confusion  to  ourselves,  that  we 
have  so  little  improved,  and  so  greatly  abused, 
all  thy  patience  with  us,  a  ad  all  the  various  in- 
stances of  thy  bounty  to  us.  We  desire,  0  Lord, 
to  be  penitent,  and  humbled  for  our  sins  ;  and 
to  entreat  thy  gracious  favor  in  Jesus  Christ,  for 
the  pardon  of  them.  Forgive  us,  we  pray  thee 
(for  his  sake)  all  tlie  sins  that  we  have  commit- 
ted against  thee,  and  absolve  us  from  all  the 
evils  M  hereof  ^^'e  now  stand  guilty  before  tliee. 
And  being  justified  by  faith,  grant  us  peace  with 
God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 

And  we  pray  that  thou  wilt  be  to  us  a  Father 
of  mercies,  and  a  God  of  consolation ;  so  that 
thou  wilt  make  us  foliov/ers  -of  God,  as  dear 
cliildren ;  ever  jealous  over  our  hearts,  and 
watchful  over  our  ways  ;  continually  fearing  to 
oilend,  and  endeavoring  to  please  thee !  and 
keeping  our  hearts  with  all  diligence,  that  they 
may  not  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfuliiess 
6- 
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of  sin.  Thou  knowcst  0  Lord,  our  weakness, 
and  danger  of  temptations  ;  our  danger  from  the 
cruel,  subtle  enemy  of  our  souls  ;  and  from  this 
present  world,  that  is  so  full  of  snares  ;  and 
iVom  our  own  vile  flesh  and  deceitful  hearts,  so 
apt  to  betray  us  into  the  enemy's  hands:  we 
pray  tlierefore,  O  Lord,  that  thou  wilt  arm  us 
with  the  whole  armour  of  God,  and  uphold  us 
with  thy  free  Spirit,  and  watch, over  us  for  good 
evermore.  Especially  in  the  times  of  our  soresi 
trials,  let  us  experience  the  strongest  aids  ol 
thy  heavenly  grace,  that  we  may  never  fall  a 
miserable  pi*ey  to  those  deadly  enemies  that  seek 
to  devour  us. 

And  teach  us,  0  our  God,  to  know  the  day  of 
grace,  and  the  time  of  our  visitation,  and  to  sec 
tlie  things  of  our  peace  and  duly  to  mind  ant 
settle  the  great  eternal  aftkirs  of  our  souls,  ii 
this  our  day,  before  they  be  hid  from  our  eye? 
And  while  we  have  time,  0  enable  us  to  use  ant 
improve  it,  to  those  <rreat  ends  for  whicli  tho 
art  pleased  to  put  that  precious  talent  into  ou 
liands,  that  we  may  make  the  short  and  uncei 
tain  stay  which  we  have  here,  an  opportunity  ( 
securing  to  ourselves  a  sure  and  everlastin 
well-being,  when  we  shall  depart  from  hence. 

And  seeing  thou  art  pleased  yet  to  hold  on 
souls  in  life,  and  to  make  us  find  and  feel,  b 
every  day's  experience,  how  abundantly  gracioi 
and  merciful  thou  art.  0  «;ive  us  hearts  moi 
sensible  of  thy  love,  more  affected  with  thy  mo 
cy,  and  more  thankful  for  those  continued  f 
vors  wliich  thou  art  please»l  to  multiply  upc 
us.    And  Jielp  us  to  ahow  forth  thy  praise  auu 
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tlie  trmli  of  our  thanks,  not  only  in  speaking 
good  of  tlie  name  of  God,  but  so  ordering  our 
conversations  as  becomes  the  gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 

And  to  thy  mercy  in  him,  most  merciful  Fa- 
ther, Me  do  now  humbly  recommend  ourselves, 
and  all  that  we  are,  and  have,  this  present  night : 
beseeching  thee  to  preserve  and  defend,  and 
bless  and  keep  us,  both  in  soul  and  body,  from 
all  evils  and  dangers,  to  which  the  weakness  of 
our  frame,  and  the  greatness  of  our  sins,  do  ex- 
pose us.  And  grant  us  such  comfortable  repose, 
whereby  our  frail  nature  may  be  refreshed,  and 
our  decayed  stren«>;th  recovered,  that  we  may 
rise  again  better  fitted  and  enabled  to  serve 
thee  according  to  tliy  will  in  all  the  duties  of 
the  following  day,  if  thou  shalt  be  pleased  to 
make  addition  of  another  day  to  our  lives.  And 
as  thou  addest  days  and  mercies,  be  pleased 
also  to  add  repentance  and  amendment  to  our 
lives;  that,  as  we  come  nearer  to  our  end,'wc 
may  be  made^stiU  fitter  for  the  enjoyment  of 
thy  heavenly  kingdom  ;  that  every  day  may 
bring  us  still  nearer  to  those  everlasting  joys  ' 
and  glories  which  thou  hast  prepared  for  them 
that  love  thee.  And  to  thee,  0  blessed  glori- 
ous Lord  our  God,  be  the  praise,  and  lionor, 
and  glory,  oftered  up  with  all  grateful  hearts, 
by  us,  and  the  wliole  church,  now  and  for  ever- 
more.    Amen. 


f 


68 

Jinother  Morning  Prayer  for  a  Famibj, 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  in  whom 
^ve  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being,  and 
V'hose  mercy  is  over  all  thv  works ;  we  thy 
iieedy  creatures,  in  a  thankful  sense  of  thy 
ood  providence  over  us,  do  render  thee  our 
lumblest  praises  for  thy  preservation  of  us 
from  the  beginning  of  our  lives  to  this  time. 
Blessed  be  thy  holy  name  for  the  continual  pro- 
tection of  thy  hand,  by  which  we  have  been  de- 
fenfled  amidst  the  changes  and  miseries  of  this 
mortal  life,  and  delivered  from  innumerable 
clangers,  and  particularly  from  any  evil  acci- 
dent of  the  night  past. 

To  thy  watchful  providence  we  wholly  owe 
it,*  that  no  disturbance  hath  come  nigh  us,  or 
our  dwelling,  but  that  we  have  enjoyed  quiet 
and  refreshing  sleep,  and  are  brought  in  safety 
to  the  beginning  of  this  day.  For  these  and  ail 
other  of  tSy  mercies,  our  souls  do  bless  and  mag- 
nif}"  thy  glorious  name,  liumbly  beseeching  thee 
to  accept  this  our  morning  sacrifice  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ 
our  Savior. 

And  since  it  is  of  tliy  mercy,  O  gracious  Fa* 
ther,  tliat  we  are  brought  to  the  beginning  of 
this  day,  let  us  dedicate  both  our  souls  and 
bodies  to  thee  and  thy  service,  to  promote  tliy 

*  Wheyi  any  disturbance  of  any  kind  befals  a 
family,  instead  of  this,  say,  That  notwithstand- 
ing our  fears  and  dangers,  we  are  brought  ia 
safety  to  the  beginning  of  this  day. 
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glorj  and  our  own  salvation,  in  a  sober,  righ- 
teous and  godly  life. 

But,  Lord,  thou  knowest  the  weakness  and 
corruption  of  our  nature,  and  the  manifold 
temptations  that  we  daily  meet  with;  we  there- 
fore humbly  beseech  thee  to  have  compassion 
upon  our  infirmities,  and  to  give  us  the  constant 
assistance  of  thy  grace  and  Holy  Spirit,  that 
we  may  be  effectually  restrained  from  sin,  and 
excited  to  our  duty.  Suffer  us  not  to  be  tempt- 
ed above  what  we  are  able ;  and  when  thou 
seest  us  giving  way  to  any  temptation,  stretch 
forth  thy  helping  ifiand  to  save  and  deliver  us. 
Imprint  in  our  hearts  such  a  dread  of  thyjuds;- 
ments,  and  such  a  love  of  thy  goodness  towards 
lis,  as  may  make  us  both  afraid  and  ashamed 
to  offend  thee.  And  above  all  keep  in  our 
minds  a  lively  remembrance  of  that  great  day 
in  which  we  must  give  a  strict  account  of  our 
thoughts,  words,  and  actions  ;  and,  according 
to  the  works  done  in  Vac  body,  be  either  eter- 
nally rewarded  or  punished  by  him  whom  thou 
hast  appointed  Judge  of  quick  and  dead,  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  Wherefore,  we  beseech  thee, 
give  us  gi-ace  to  h  ;ve  thee  and  tliy  lavvs  always 
before  our  eyes,  that  we  may  walk  therein  ac- 
cording to  thy  will,  wit!i  watchfulness  and  cir- 
cumspection. Keep  us  sober  and  temperate, 
and  diligent  in  the  several  states  and  condi- 
tions which  tliy  Providence  hath  appointed  for 
us.  Grant  us  patience  under  any  affliction  thou 
shalt  see  fit  to  lay  upon  us,  and  minds  always 
contented  witli  our  present  condition.  Give  us 
gi'ace  to  be  just  and  upiight  in  all  our  dealings^ 
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uiet  and  peaceable,  full  of  compassion  iowarda 
le  needj  and  afflicted,  and  ever  ready  to  do 
good  to  all  men,  according  to  the  abilities  and 
opportunities  which  thou  shalt  give  us  ;  that  so. 
Walking  faithfully  before  thee  all  our  days,  and 
being  found  watching,  whenever  our  appointed 
time  shall  come,  we  may,  from  a  life  of  righ- 
teousness, be  translated  to  life  and  bliss  eternal. 
And  we  humbly  beg  thy  blessing  this  day  up- 
<)n  our  honest  designs  and  undertakings.  Di- 
rect us  in  all  our  Mays,  and  prosper  tlie  work  of 
our  hands.  Let  thy  good  Providence  watch 
over  us,  and  preserve  us  in  our  going  out  and 
coming  in.  Defend  us  from  all  dangers  and  ad- 
versities, and  be  thou  graciously  pleased  to  take 
us,  and  all  things  belonj^ing  to  us,  into  thy  Fa- 
therly care  and  protection.  These  tilings,  O 
Ijord,  and  whatever  else  thou  seest  needful  and 
convenient,  both  for  our  souls  and  bodies,  we 
liumbly  beg  of  thee,  for  the  sake  of  thy  Son  Je- 
^us  Clirist ;  in  whose  most  holy  name  and  words 
we  pray  unto  thee  for  ourselves  and  all  man- 
kind,— 

Our  Father,  Sfc. 


Jlnother  Evening  Prayer  for  a  Family, 

Most  gracious  and  merciful  God,  who  art  of 
purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity,  and  hast 
promised  mercy  and  forgiveness  to  all  those  who 
confess  and  forsake  their  sins  ;  we  come  before 
thee  in  an  humble  sense  of  our  own  unworthi- 
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ness,  acknouledging  our  manifold  tra)iso;rcs- 
sious  of  tliy  righteous  laws,  in  tliought,  word, 
and  deed.  AVe  have  done  those  things  which 
thou  hast  forbidden,  and  left  undone  the  things 
which  thou  hast  commanded ;  so  that  when  we 
look  back  upon  our  past  lives,  and  remember 
that  thou  art  privy  to  our  most  secret  sins,  we 
are  afraid  of  thv  judgments,  and  ashamed  to  lift 
up  our  eyes  unto  thee.  But,  O  gracious  Father^, 
^vho  desirest  not  the  death  of  a  sinner,  look  up- 
on us,  we  beseecli  thee,  in  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ ; 
for  the  merits  of  his  sufferings,  be  thou  merciful 
to  us  in  the  pardon  of  our  sins ;  make  us  deeply 
sensible  of  the  great  eiil  and  danger  of  them, 
and  work  in  us  a  hearty  contrition  :  And  grant 
that  the  remembrance  of  them  may  be  more 
grievous  and  afflicting  to  us,  than  of  any  other 
evil  whatsoever  ;  that  we,  worthily  lamentinn; 
our  transgressions,  and  being  brought  to  a  hearty 
repentance  and  amendment  of  life,  may  obtain 
forgiveness  at  thy  hands,  who  art  ever  ready  to 
receive  liumble  and  penitent  sinners,  for  the 
sake  of  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ,  our  only  Savior 
and  Redeemer. 

And  lest,  through  our  own  frailty,  or  the 
temptations  that  encompass  us,  we  be  drawn 
again  to  our  former  sins,  vouchsafe  us,  we  be- 
seech thee,  the  direction  and  assistance  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit;  that  as  thou  hast  put  into  cur 
hearts  good  desires,  so  by  the  help  of  thy  grace, 
v/e  may  bring  the  same  to  good  effect.  Reform 
whatever  thou  seest  amiss  in  the  temper  and 
disposition  of  our  souls;  that  no  unlawful  de* 
*=?2:n'^,  o»'  in/%rd:.n.ato   dp«7res,  mav  rest    there. 
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Purge  our  hearts  from  envy,  hatred,  and  malice ; 
that  we  may  never  suffer  the  sun  to  go  down 
upon  our  wrath,  but  may  ahvays  go  to  our  rest  in 
peace,  charity,  and  good  m  ill,  with  a  conscience 
void  of  oftence  towards  thee,  and  towards  all 
men  ;  that  so,  our  hearts  being  a  fit  habitation 
.for  thy  Holy  Spirit,  he  may  continually  dwell 
therein  ;  and  whether  we  wake  or  sleep,  we  may 
be  under  his  blessed  influence,  and  have  our 
whole  spirit,  soul,  and  body,  preserved  pure  and 
blameless,  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  and  Sav- 
ior Jesus  Christ. 

Accept,  O  Lord,  as  the  testimony  of  our  love 
and   charity,  our   hearty   intercessions  for  all 
mankind.     Let  the  light  of  thy  gospel  shine  up- 
on all  nations ;  and  grant  that  all  who  have  al- 
read}'  heard  and  received  it,  may  live   suitably 
to  it.     Bless  all  who  by  thy  Providence  hav(. 
authority  over  us,  and  so  guide  and  direct  them, 
that  all  their  designs  and  undertakings  may  tend 
to  the  advancement  of  thy  glory,  and  the  good 
and  welfare  of  thy  people.    Send  down  thy  bles- 
sings, spiritual  and  temporal,  upon  all  our  rela- 
tions, friends,   and  neighbors;  reward  all  who 
have  done  us  good,  ancl  pardon  all  those  who 
liave  done  or  wished  us  evil,  and  give  them  re- 
pentance and  better  minds.     Be  merciful  to  ali 
who  are  in  trouble  or  affliction,  either  of  min  ' 
body,  ©restate  ;  and  do  thou,  who  art  the  Gi 
of  pity  and  compassion,  administer  to  every  o 
help  and  comfort,  according  to  their  several  i 
cessities,  for  his  sake  who  went  about  doing  go 
to  the  souls  and  bodies  of  men,  tby  Son  our  Si 
ior  Jesu3  C^irist. 


We  likewise  add  our  unfeigned  tlianks  for  all 
the  mercies  which  from  time  to  time  tliou  hast 
vouchsafed  us.  We  bless  thee  for  our  being, 
our  reason,  and  all  other  endowments^and  fac- 
ulties of  soul  and  body  ;  for  our  health,  friends, 
food,  and  raiment,  and  all  the  other  comforts 
and  conveniences  of  life.  But  above  all,  we 
adore  thj  tender  mercy  in  sending  thy  only 
Son  into  the  world,  to  redeem  us  from  sin  and 
eternal  death,  and  for  giving  us  any  knov.  ledge 
and  sense  of  our  duty  towards  thee.  We  bless 
thee  for  thy  patience  with  us,  notwithstanding 
our  many  and  great  provocations ;  for  all  the 
directions,  assistances,  and  comforts  of  thy  Ho- 
ly Spirit ;  for  thy  continual  care,  and  ^vatchful 
Providence  over  us,  tlirough  the  wliole  course 
of  our  lives  ;  and  particularly  for  the  mercies 
and  benefits  of  the  day  past ;"  humbly  beseech- 
ing thee  to  continue  these  thy  blessings  to  us ; 
and  to  give  us  grace  to  show  our  sense  of  them, 
and  all  thy  other  mercies,  in  a  sincere  obedi- 
ence to  thy  laws. 

And  paiticularly,  0  Lord,  we  beseech  thee  to 
continue  tlp^gi-acious  protection  to  us  this  night 
Into  tliy  -ftands  we  commend  ourselvt^s,  our 
souls  and  bo(iies,  our  substance,  dwelling,  and 
all  things  that  belon2;to  us.  Do  thou,  0  gracious 
God,  who  neither  slumberest  nor  sleepest,  be 
pleased  to  take  u-s.  and  ^M  belonging  to  us,  tliis 
night  into  thy  special  cat  e  and  nrotectlon.  T)e- 
fena  us  from  all  dan2:er  and  mischief,  and  from 
dread  and  fear  of  any ;  and  grant  that  we  inay 
enjoy  such  quiet  and  refreshing  sleen,  as  hav 
tit  iLS  for  the  duties  of  the  day  following.    Aii^ 
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5  O  Lord,  %ake  us  ever  mindful  of  that  time, 
%?  when  we  simll  He  down  in  the  dust ;  and  grant 
us  o-race  always  to  live  in  such  a  state,  that  we 
may  never  be  afraid  or  unfit  to  die  ;  but  that 
whether  we  live,  we  may  live  unto  thee ;  or 
whether  we  die,  we  may  die  unto  tliee  ;  that  so 
living  and  dying  we  maybe  thine,  through  the 
merits  and  satisfaction  of  tliy  Son  Jesus  Christ ; 
in  wliose  prevailing  name  and  comprehensive 
words,  we  continue  to  pray  as  he  hath  taught  us— 
Our  Father,  cj'c. 


Another  Morning  Prayer  for  a  Family. 

O  Eternal  God  !  Creator  and   Preserver  of 
all  mankind.  Giver  of  all   spiritual  grace,  the 
Author  of  everlasting  life  ;  we,  thine  unworthy 
servants,  desire  to  praise  thy  name  for  all  the 
expressions  of  thy  bounty  towards  us.      We 
^ivethee  thanks,  that  thou  hast  preserved  us 
from  the  many  and  great  dangers,  wherewith  we 
have  been  encompassed ;  that  thou  hast  brought 
us  safe   to  the  light  of  this  day ;  and  that  thoii 
hast  refreshed  us  the  past  night  with  quiet  rest 
and  sleep.    But,  above  all,  we  bless  thy  holy 
name,  that  thou  hast  given  thy  Son  to  die  tor  our 
sins,  and  to  put  us  in  a  way  of  being  happy,  if 
we  obey  thee  ;  and  after  all  our  wilful  abuse  of 
thy  mercies,  hast  still  patience  with  us  to  see  if 
we  ^^  ill  finish  the  work  thou  hast  set  us  to  do, 
and  fit  our  souls  for  eternal  glory. 

J'ardon,  O  Lord,  we  beseecii  thee,  all  our  ! 
i^ersins,  an.d  all  our  abuses  of  tliy  forbeanv- 


and  long-siifterin^,  for  which  we  are  now  sorry 
at  our  liearts.  Give  us  grace  to  lead  more  holy 
lives,  and  to  be  more  careful  in  in^oving  all 
future  opportunities.  Make  thyself  present  to 
our  minds,  and  let  thy  love  and  thy  fear  rule  in 
our  souls,  in  all  those  places  and  companies 
where  our  occasions  shall  lead  us  this  day. 

Keep  us  chaste  in  all  our  tiioughts  j  tempe- 
rate in  all  our  enjoyments ;  humble  in  all  our 
opinions  of  ourselves ;  charitable  in  all  our 
speeches  of  others  ;  meek  and  peaceable  under 
all  provocations  ;^ sincere  and  faitliful  in  all  our 
professions  ;  and  so  just  and  upright  in  all  our 
dealinsis,  that  no  necessity  may  force,  nor  op- 
poi-tunity  in  any  kind  allure  us  to  defraud,  or 
overreach  our  neighbor.  When  tliou  bestovvest 
good  on  others,  let  us  not  envy,  but  rejoice  in 
it ;  and  wlien  tliou  addest  any  to  ourselves,  let 
us  own  thy  mercy,  and  humbly  thank  thee  for  it. 

Atfoi-d  us  convenient  supplies  in  all  our  rea- 
sonable necessities,  and  protect  us  against  the 
approach  of  all  dangers ;  make  us  diligent  in 
our  aft'airs,  and  give  such  success  to  our  lawful 
endeavors  as  thou  seest  best  and  most  expedient 
for  us  ;  teach  us  contentedly  to  submit,  and  not 
lo  repine  at  any  tlnng  tliat  happens  by  the  allot- 
ment of  thy  wise  Providence. 

In  all  our  passage  through  this  world,  and  our 
manifohl  concerns  in  it,  suffer  not  our  hearts 
to  be  too  much  set  upon  it;  but  always  fix  our 
minds  upon  the  blessed  hope  of  everlasting  life, 
that  as  we  go  along,  we  may  make  all  things  of 
this'world  minister  to  it,  and  be  careful,  above 

'  tilings,  to  fit  our  souls  for  that  pure  and  pe: 
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feci  bliss,  which  thou  hast  prepared  for  all  that' 
love  and  fear  tliee,  in  i]\^  glories  of  thy  kingdom. 

Direct  tijl'in  all  our  actions,  guard  us  against 
all  dangers,  relieve  us  in  all  straits,  and  grant 
that  we  may  always  make  thee  aiir  confidence, 
and  take  all  things  well  that  thou  orderest  for 
us.  Shorten  our  sorrows,  and  deliver  us  from 
all  our  sins,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake  ;  in  the  full 
extent  of  \Ahose  words,  we  pray  to  be  heard 
^both  for  ourselves,  and  for  all  mankind, — 

Our  Father,  ^c. 


Another  Evenifig  Prayer  for  a  Family, 

Almighty  God,  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  Maker  of  all  things.  Judge  of  all  men  ; 
we  acknowledge  and  bewail  our  manifold  sins 
and  wickedness,  which  we  have  from  time  to 
time  most  grievously  committed,  by  thought, 
word,  and  deed,  against  thy  divine  Majesty. 

Have  mercy  upon  us,  Oljord,  after  thy  '^reat 
goodness;  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy 
mercies  do  away  our  oflences ;  wash  us  thor- 
oughly from  our  wickedness,  and  cleanse  us 
from  our  sins ;  create  and  make  in  us  new  and 
contrite  hearts,  that  we,  worthily  lamenting  our 
sins,  and  acknowledging  our  wretchedness,  may 
obtain  of  thee,  the  God  of  all  mercy,  perfect  re- 
mission aud  forgiveness. 

Grant  us,  0  Lord,  the  assistance  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  tliat  for  the  time  to  come  we  may  think 
and  do  always  such  things  as  be  rightful  ;  that 
we,  who  cannot  do  any  thing  that  is  good  with- 


out  thee,  ma}-,  by  thee,  be  enabled  to  live  accord- 
ino;  to  thy  will.  Let  thy  grace  always  so  preserve 
and  follow  us,  as  to  make  us  continually  to  be 
given  to  all  good  works. 

Help  us,  O  Lord,  to  withstand  the  assaults  of 
the  enemies  of  our  salvation,  the  world,  the  flesh, 
,  and  the  devil  ;  and  with  pure  heart  and  mind 
to  follow  thee,  the  only  God.  Graft  in  our  souls 
the  love  of  thy  name,  increase  in  us  true  religion, 
nourish  us  M'ith  all  goodness  ;  and  of  thy  great 
mercy  keep  us  in  the  same.  Grant  that  we  may 
love  the  things  which  thou  commandest,  and  de- 
sire that  which  thou  dost  promise;  that  so, 
among  the  sundry  and  manifold  changes  of  the 
world,  our  hearts  may  surely  there  be  fixed, 
where  true  joys  are  to  be  found.  Dispose  us  by 
all  the  means  of  grace  we  enjoy,  to  attain  that 
everlasting  salvation  which  thou  hast  promised. 

Teach  us,  O  Lord,  so  to  number  our  days, 
that  we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom  ;  that 
we  v^y  press  forv/ard  toward  the  prize  of  the 
hi^"calling  that  is  before  us,  with  faitli  and  pa- 
tience, with  humility  and  meekness,  with  morti- 
fication and  self-denial,  with  charity  and  con= 
stant  perseverance  to  the  end  ;  so  that  when  we 
shall  depart  this  life,  we  may  sleep  in  the  Lord, 
and  at  the  general  resurrection  in  the  last  day, 
we  may  receive  tliat  blessiiv;  which  tl\y  beloved. 
Son  shall  then  confer  on  all  tliat  truly  love  and 
fear  thee. 

Take  us,  0  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  into  tliy 
protection  this  ninht,  and  by  thy.  great  mei'cy 
dfifend  us  from  all  t!ie  perils  and  dangers  of  i' 
Keep  us  both  outwardly  in  our  bodic:*,  and 
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wardlv  in  our  souls,  tliat  we  may  be  defended 
from  all  adversities  that  may  happen  to  the 
body,  and  from  all  evil  thoughts  that  may  as- 
sault and  hurt  the  soul. 

Extend  thy  goodness,  O  Lord,  to  the  whole 
race  of  mankind.  Have  mercy  upon  all  Jews, 
Turks,  Infidels,  and  such  as  know  not  thy  truth, 
or  liave  erred  from  the  same,  and  are  deceived  ; 
take  from  them  all  ignorance,  hardness  of  heart, 
and  contempt  of  thy  word  ;  and  so  fetch  them 
home  to  thy  flock,  that  they  may  be  saved  with 
thy  people  in  tlie  great  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
Grant  unto  all  them  that  are  admitted  into  the 
fellowship  of  Christ's  religion,  that  they  may 
avoid  those  tilings  that  are  contrary  to  their  pro- 
fession, and  follow  all  such  things  as  are  agree- 
able to  the  same.  Bless  the  President  of  these 
LTnited  States,  and  all  others  in  authority,  that 
in  their  several  stations  they  may  be  useful  and 
serviceable  to  thy  glory,  and  the  public  good. 
We  make  our  humblest  supplications  to  thee  for 
all  our  benefactors,  friends,  and  relations,  and 
also  for  our  very  enemies  ;  let  thy  fatherly  hand 
be  over  them,  and  so  lead  them  in  the  knowledge 
and  obedience  of  thy  woi-d,  that  in  the  end  they 
may  obtain  everlasting  life.  Look  with  an  eye 
of  pity  and  compassion  upon  all  those  who  are 
any  ways  afflicted  in  mind,  body,  or  estate  ; 
give  them  patience  under  all  their  sutteiings, 
and  in  thy  due  time,  a  happy  issue  out  of  all 
their  afflictions. 

And  as  we  pray  unto  thee,  O  God,  for  our- 
selves and  others  ;  so  we  desire  to  bless  and 
praise  thy  holy  name,  foj^  all  thy  goodness  ajti^ 
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loving  kindness  to  lis  and  to  all  men.  We  give 
thee  hearty  thanks  for  the  preservation  of  us  the 
day  past,  and  tlie  rest  of  our  lives,  from  innume- 
rable accidents  and  dan2;ers,  for  the  comforts 
and  conveniences,  as  well  as  the  necessaries  of 
life  :  But  above  all,  Me  praise  thee  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  world,  by  the  death  and  passion 
of  our  Savior  Christ,  who  did  humble  himself 
even  to  tlie  death  of  the  cross,  for  us  miserable 
sinners,  who  lay  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow 
of  death,  that  he  might  make  us  the  children  of 
God,  and  exalt  us  to  everlasting  life.  Teach  us 
to  express  our  thankfulness,  by  submitting  our- 
selves entirely  to  thy  holy  will  and  pleasure, 
and  by  studying  to  serve  thee  in  true  holiness 
and  righteousness  all  the  days  of  our  life.  Ac- 
cept, O  Lord,  of  these  our  prayers  and  praises, 
in  and  through  the  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ, 
our  blessed  Savior  and  Redeemer,  who  hath 
taught  us  when  we  pray,  to  say, — 
Our  Father',  Sfc. 


Another  Morning  Prayer  for  a  Family, 

Blessed  and  glorious  God ;  thou  art  the  King 
eternal,  immortal,  invisible,  the  only  wise  God, 
of  whom,  through  whom,  and  to  whom  are  aii 
things;  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of 
all  grace.  We  are  no*  vv'Oithy  of  the  least  of 
all  thy  blessings  :  and  yet  how  large  a  share 
have  we  had  of  tiiem  1  Open  thou  our  lips,  and 
our  mouth  shall  shew  forth  thy  praise. 


We  are  thy  creatine?,  O  Lord,  whose  hands 
have  made  and  fashioned  us ;  thou  art  the  Father 
of  our  spirits,  and  our  bodies  are  thy  workman- 
ship. 

We  bless  thee  tliat  thou  hast  made  us  after 
tliine  own  image,  but  a  little  lower  than  the  an- 
gels, and  crowned  us  witii  glory  and  honor  :  that 
thou  hast  taught  us  more  than  the  beasts  of  the 
field,  and  made  us  wiser  than  the  fowls  of  the 
air.  Help  us  to  worship  and  serve  thee  the 
Lord  our  Maker.  May  all  those  powers,  by 
wliich  thou  hast  distinguished  us  from  the  rest 
of  thy  creatures,  be  devoted  to  thy  service,  and 
employed  for  thine  honor. 

AVe  bless  thee  for  thy  tender  care  of  us  in  the 
helpless  state  of  inAmcy,  and  for  the  constant 
attendance  of  thy  providence  ever  since.  Thou 
hast  fed  us  all  our  life  long,  and  redeemed  us 
from  evil.  We  bless  tjiee  for  preservation  [or 
recovery  from  sitkness,]  and  for  deliverance  from 
the  many  dangers  to  whicli  we  have  been  expos- 
ed. Tliou  hast,  in  love  to  our  souls,  saved  us 
from  the  pit  of  corruption,  thou  hast  delivered 
our  eyes  from  tears,  our  feet  from  falling,  and 
our  souls  from  death.  O  may  thy  goodness  lead 
us  to  repentance,  and  may  we  walk  before  the 
Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

We  praise  tliee  that  we  were  born  in  a  land 
enjoying  the  gospel,  and  not  in  the  region  of  tlie 
shadow  of  death  :  neither  among  Pagans,  who 
have  not  the  Bible,  nor  Papists,  who  are  forbid 
the  use  of  it.  Thou  hast  shewed  unto  us  thy 
word  and  thy  statutes,  thy  grace  and  covenant  ; 
thou  hast  not  dealt  so  v/ith  many  other  nation- 
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We  bless  thee  for  the  gospel  itself,  and  for  tiiy 
Son,  tlie  Redeemer  of  lost  sinners,  therein  re- 
vealed. May  his  name  be  unto  us  as  ointment 
poured  fortli.  Blessed  be  God  who  hath  so  lov- 
ed the  "vvorld  as  to  send  his  only  begotten  Son  in- 
to it,  that  the  world  through  him  might  be  saved. 

We  bless  thee  for  thy  Spirit  which  thou  hast 
sent  to  abide  with  tliy  church  for  ever,  to  con- 
vince of  sin,  to  sanctify  the  heart  and  to  dwell 
in  the  souls  of  believers.  O  may  that  blessed 
Spirit  take  up  his  abode  in  our  souls,  to  enlight- 
en, to  quicken,  to  sanctify,  and  to  comfort  us  ! 
We  bless  thee  for  the  appointment  of  a  gospel 
ministry  in  the  church,  as  the  means  of  convert- 
ing sinners,  and  edifying  the  body  of  Christ; 
and  for  the  opportunities  we  have  enjoyed  for 
attending  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel.  Lord 
teach  us  to  profit  by  tliem,  and  make  thy  word 
the  savor  of  life  unto  life  to  our  souls. 

We  would  be  particularly ^thankful  that  we 
were  born  of  pious  parents,  or  ha^  e  been  cast  in 
the  families  of  those  professing  the  gospel,  who 
were  concerned  to  bring  us  up  in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  We  bless  thee  for 
their  repeated  instructions,  faithful  admonitions, 
seasonable  corrections,  holy  examples,  and  af- 
fectionate prayers.  O  our  God,  grant  that  all 
may  not  be  in  vain,  and  that  we  may  not  be,  af- 
ter all,  cumberers  of  thy  ground.  Water  all 
these  means  with  thine  heavenly  influence,  and 
make  us  fruitful  in  every  good  word  and  work. 

Make  us  more  thankful  for  all  tliy  mercies, 
and  help  us  not  only  to  speak,  but  to  live  thy 
praise.    We  lament  our  past  ingratitude.  What 
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unsuitable  returns  have  we  made  for  that  good- 
ness of  thine  wliich  has  followed  us  all  our  days  1 
We  earnestly  implore  thy  pardoning  mercy, 
through  the  great  Mediator,  and  would  as  ear- 
nestly entreat  thy  quickening  influence,  that  we 
may  love  thee  more  and  serve  thee  better.  O 
grant  us  the  continued  supplies  of  the  Spirit  pf 
Jesus  Christ,  that  we  may  give  all  diligence  to 
add  to  our  faith  virtue,  knowledge,  temperance, 
patience, godliness,  brotherly  kindness, and  char- 
ity. May  these  things  not  only  be  in  us,  but 
abound,  that  we  may  not  be  unfruitful  in  the 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Help  us  to  put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God, 
that  we  may  stand  against  the  wiles  of  the  devil, 
and  Vv'ithstand  in  the  evil  day.  Keep  us  from 
the  evil  of  the  world,  and  give  us  that  faith 
which  will  overcome  it.  Teach  us  our  duty  in 
all  parts,  and  make  us  complete  in  all  the  will 
of  God.  Help  us  to  walk  in  all  the  statutes  and 
ordinances  of  the  Lord  blameless. 

Help  us  duly  to  consider  our  latter  end,  and 
diligently  to  prepare  for  death  and  eternitv.  Let 
lis  not  presume  upon  long  life,  or  talk  of  snoods 
laid  up  for  many  years,  since  we  know  not  how 
soon  our  souls  may  be  required  of  us.  Lord 
teach  us  sO  to  number  our  days  as  to  apply  our 
hearts  unto  wisdom.  V/liatsoever  our  hand  find- 
eth  to  do,  may  we  do  it  with  all  our  might,  since 
there  is  no  work,  nor  knowledge,  nor  device  in 
the  grave,  whither  we  aregoing- 

And  now,  Lord,  what  \\'?At  Ave  for  ?  Our  hope 
is  in  thee.  Let  thine  ears  be  open  unto  t'le  sup- 
plications of  thy  servants.  Accept  our  acknowh 
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edgments  for  thy  mercy  the  night  past.  Take 
care  of  us  through  this  day.  Fit  us  for  the  du- 
ties and  the  trials  of  every  day,  and  O  prepare 
us  for  our  last.  All  which  we  beg  in  the  name, 
and  through  the  mediation,  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
who  has  taught  us  to  pray  after  this  manner, — 
Our  Father t  S^'c, 


Another  Evening  Prayer  for  a  Family, 

O  THOU,  whose  name  alone  is  Jehovah,  thou 
art  the  most  high  God  over  all  the  earth.  Thy 
greatness  is  unsearchable,  thy  understanding 
is  infinite,  and  thy  tender  mercies  are  over  all 
thy  works.  From  everlasting  to  everlasting 
tlwu  art  God,  with  whom  there  is  no  variable- 
ness, neither  shadow  of  turning.  Thou,  O 
Lord,  fillest  heaven  and  eaith  with  tliy  pres- 
ence. Thou  searchest  the  heart,  and  triest  the 
reins  of  the  children  of  men.  Thou  knowest 
our  down-sitting  and  up-rising,  and  art  ac- 
quainted with  all  our  ways.  Yea,  all  thiags 
are  naked  and  open  to  the  eyes  of  that  God 
with  whom  we  have  to  do. 

Lord  help  us  to  consider  this  when  v\^e  ap«, 
proach  unto  thee,  and  do  thou  suitably  impress 
our  minds  therewith.  Fill  our  souls  with  awe 
and  reverence  of  thy  majesty,  and  with  trust 
and  confidence  in  thee.  Inspire  our  hearts 
with  devout  affections,  and  help  us  to  worship 
tlicc  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 


84 

We  are  now  come  to  seek  thy  favor,  and  im- 
plore thy  blessing.  liook  down  upon  us  in 
mercy.  Let  thy  Spirit  help  our  infirmities.  Give 
ear  unto  our  voice,  O  Lord,  and  consider  our 
meditation. 

We  confess  that  we  are  utterly  unworthy  of 
thy  favor.  Lord,  we  are  vil*^  what  shall  we  an- 
swer thee  .^  The  imagination  of  our  hearts  has 
been  evil  from  our  youth.  How  early  did  pride, 
anger,  envy,  revenge,  self-will,  and  other  unruly 
appetites,  appear  in  our  lives.  O  remember  not 
the  sins  of  our  youth,  nor  our  latter  transgres- 
sions ;  for  we  must  confess  our  guilt  has  increas- 
ed with  our  years.  We  have  walked  too  much 
after  the  way  of  our  own  hearts,  and  in  the  sight 
of  our  eyes. 

These  our  iniquities  are  highly  aggravated,  as 
they  are  committed  against  light  and  conviction,- 
against  promises,  vows,  and  manifold  experi- 
ence, against  great  grace  and  love.  Lord,  we 
abhor  ourselves,  and  repent  in  dust  and  aslies. 
Who  can  understand  his  errors  ?  Cleanse  thou 
us  from  secret  faults.  Grant  us  the  blessedness 
of  those  whose  transgression  is  forgiven,  and 
whose  sin  is  covered,  unto  whom  the  Lord  im- 
puteth  not  initjuity.  We  have  no  merit  to  plead, 
^jbut  cast  ourselves  upon  tliy  sovereiirn  mercy  in 
tiie  Redeemer.  Thou  hast  declared  thy  name, 
the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-suf- 
ferin,i»;,  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth,  forgiv- 
inq;  iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin.**  Let  us  ex- 
perience the  bounty  and  compassion  of  thy  na- 
ture. We  plead  the  blood  of  atonement.  "  We 
liavc  sinned,  but  Christ  has  died.    0  justify  u~ 
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freely  by  thy  grace  through  the  redemption  tiia. 
is  in  him. 

And  0  do  thou  heal  and  sanctify  our  sinful 
nature.  Help  us  to  put  oft^  the  old  man  which 
is  corrupt,  and  to  put  on  the  new  man,  which 
after  God,  is  created  in  righteousness  and  true 
holiness.  Enlighten  our  minds,  and  grant  ni 
the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  Christ.  Open  our  eyes  that  we  may  be- 
hold wondrous  things  out  of  thy  law,  and  be  fill- 
ed with  the  knowledge  of  thy  will  in  all  spiritu- 
al understanding.  Give  us  fiiithful  consciences, 
that  shall  smite  us  when  we  do  evil,  and  teach 
us  to  submit  to  their  reproof.  Subdue  our  wills, 
cast  down  lofty  imaginations,  and  bring  every 
thought  in  subjection  to  Christ.  Help  us  to  set 
our  affections  on  things  above,  where  Christ  sit- 
teth  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  And  may  the 
God  of  peace  sanctify  us  v\iiolly,  and  grant  that 
our  wliole  spirit,  soul,  and  body,  may  be  pre- 
served blameless  until  the  coming  of  Christ. 

As  tliou  requii'est  that  prayers  and  thanks- 
giving be  made  for  all  men,  we  would  remember 
the  cases  of  others  before  thee.  Shower  down, 
0  Lord,  thy  blessings  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  world.  "  Give  thy  Son  the  heatlicn  for  his  in- 
heritance, and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth 
for  his  possession.  Be  favorable  to  our  native 
land.  Let  thy  providence  be  our  defence,  and 
thy  presence  our  glory. 

Bless  the  ministers'of  Ihy  v.ord.     Make  them 
faitliful  and  successful,     (lothe  them  with  sal- 
vation, tiiat  thy  saints  may  shout  aloud  for  joy. 
Be  with  those  especially  under  whose  ministry 
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we  are  placed.  Enable  them  to  speak  the  tilings 
that  become  sound  doctrine  :  help  us  to  profit 
by  their  endeavors,  and  grant  that  we  may  be 
their  joy  and  crown  in  the  presence  of  Christ  at 
his  coming. 

May  thy  blessing  rest  on  this  family,  and  thy 
li^lit  shine  on  our  tabernacle.  May  the  heads 
ot  this  family  be  zealous  in  their  endeavors  for 
the  good  of  those  committed  to  their  care.  May 
tlie  children  of  the  family  be  their  rejoicing,  by 
walking  in  thy  truth.  Help  them  to  flee  youth- 
ful lusts,  and  to  remember  thee  their  Creator. 

Bless  all  our  relations,  friends,  and  acquaint- 
ance, with  all  good  things,  and  especially  with 
all  spiritual  blessings  in  Christ  Jesus.  Gracious- 
ly pity  the  afflicted,  succor  the  tempted,  provide 
for  the  poor,  and  be  a  present  help  to  all  in  the 
time  of  trouble. 

We  bless  thee  for  the  mercies  of  this  day,  that 
no  evil  has  befiillen  us  in  it.  Pardon  the  sins  ol 
it,  in  our  thoughts,  words,  and  actions.  Take  u? 
under  thy  protection  this  night,  and  in  the  morn 
ing  cause  us  again  to  hear  the  voice  of  healtl 
and  gladness.  We  ask  all  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
our  adorable  mediator  and  advocate.    Amen. 


Another  Morning  Prayer  for  a  Family. 

O  MOST  gracious  God,  who  art  the  autlior  c 
ail  the  good  things  that  we  enjoy;  in  thee  w 
live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being ;  and  to  th 
good  Provi.]ojj'"o  v/f  ^•^•.'■.■^■■a  >t  fli-it  v.-p  are  uo' 


87 

in  health  and  safety ;  that  we  have  enjoyed  the 
comfortable  refreshments  of  the  night  past,  and 
that  none  of  those  evils  which  we  have  justly 
deserved  have  come  n'y^h  us,  or  our  dwelling  ; 
for  these,  O  Lord,  and  for  all  thy  other  mercies, 
^ve  desire  to  adore  and  bless  thy  glorious  name, 
humbly  beseeching  thee  to  accept  this  our  morn- 
ing sacrifice  of  praise  and  thanksgiving,  in  and 
through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  our  dear 
Redeemer. 

For  his  sake,  O  Lord,  we  humbly beseecli  thee 
to  pardon  all  our  sins  ;  and  grant  that  a  due 
sense  of  thy  mercies  may  be  so  deeply  impress- 
ed upon  our  minds,  that  we  may  love  thee  above 
all  things,  and  manifest  the  sincerity  of  that 
love,  by  a  constant  and  habitual  care  to  do  what 
is  pleasing  in  thy  sight. 

O  Lord,  there  is  nothing  that  we  desire  so 
much  as  to  be  of  the  number  of  tliy  faithful  ser- 
vants ;  to  this  end  vouchsafe  us  the  assistance 
of  thy  good  Spirit,  to  enable  us  to  withstand  the 
temptations  of  this  wicked  v/orld,  and  witli  an 
undaunted  courage  and  resolution,  to  bear  up 
under  all  the  trials  and  difficulties  A^hich  we 
shall  meet  v/ith  in  our  Christian  warfare. 

Grant,  0  Lord,  that  we  may  never  have  any* 
fellowship  with  the  unfruitful  works  of  dark- 
ness, nor  grieve  thy  blessed  Spirit  by  any  im- 
pure and  sinful  desires  :  but  as  we  have  given 
up  ourselves  to  the  service  and  obedience  of  our 
great  Lord  and  Master  Jesus  Christ;  so  teach 
us  to  walk  in  his  law-,  to  conform  ourselves  to 
his  preccptr,  and  to  endeavor,  as  much  as  in  us 
lie?,  to  imitate  his  example. 
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Let  our  conversation  be  always  such  as  be- 
comeih  the  gospel  ;  and  grant  that  we  may  daily 
endeavor  to  mortify  our  corrupt  inclinations; 
to  cleanse  ourselves  from  all  filthiness  of  flesh 
and  spirit,  and  to  bring  every  inordinate  desire 
to  the  obedience  of  thy  m  ill. 

Give  us  a  heart  truly  honest  and  upright,  ar^d 
so  steadfast  and  immoveable  in  the  ways  of  truth 
and  justice,  that  no  worldly  interest  or  advan- 
tage, how  promising  or  great  soever,  may  be  able 
to  shake  our  integrity. 

In  the  use  of  honest  and  lawful  means,  give  us 
grace  to  depend  upon  thy  Providence,  and  to 
rest  contented  under  all  the  dispensations  of 
thy  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness.  And  though 
thou  shouldst  see  fit  to  deprive  us  of  any,  or 
even  all  the  comforts  of  this  life ;  yet,  O'  gra- 
cious Father,  leave  us  not  destitute  of  those 
things  that  accompany  salvation ;  nor  deny  us 
thy  favor,  which  is  better  than  life  itself:  What- 
ever thou  art  pleased  to  deprive  us  of,  yet  take 
not  from  us,  we  beseech  thee,r  the  comforts  ot 
thy  Holy  Spirit  ;  but  in  all  the  troubles  and  dis- 
appointments of  this  world,  in  all  the  calamities 
and  trials  we  shall  meet  with  here,  be  thou  our 
only  refuge  and  support,  our  stay  and  our 
trust,  our  Savior  and  mighty  Deliverer.  Stand 
by  us  in  all  trials,  succor  us  in  every  temptation, 
support  us  in  discouragements,  and  advise  us  in 
all  difficult  cases  ;  But  especially,  O  Lord,  we 
mo^t  importunately  beseech  thce^  that  v.lien  the 
time  of  our  dissolution  draws  nigii,  and  all  things 
here  begin  to  fail  us,  thou  wouldst  then  voucli- 
safe  to  strengthen  and  suppo)^  us,  and  at  last  re- 
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ceive  us  into  thv  blessed  kinguoiii,  through  the 
merits,  and  for  the  sake  of  our  eternal  Advocate 
and  Mediator,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Be  thou  pleased,  of  thy  great  goodness,  O 
Lord,  to  continue  to  us  thy  favor  and  protection. 
Direct  and  guide  us,  sanctify  and  preserve  us. 
Let  thy  watchful  Providence  be  our  guard  and 
lefence.  Keep  us  in  thy  fear,  all  the  day  long, 
and  grant  that  we  may  take  nothing  in  hand  but 
what  is  agreeable  to  thy  blessed  will.  Into  thy 
hands  we  commit  our  souls  and  bodies,  and  all 
tliat  are  related  to  us  ;  humbly  beseeching  thee, 
to  keep  us  from  all  evil ;  to  lead  us  into  all  good ; 
and  to  carry  us  safely  through  the  dangers  and 
temptations  of  this  wicked  world,  to  that  place 
of  everlasting  rest  and  peace,  which  tliou  hast 
prepared  for  thy  faithful  servants,  thiough  the 
iiients  of  thy  beloved  Son  Jes'is  Christ  our  Lord  ; 
in  whose  words  we  commend  the  wants  of  all 
mankind,  together  with  our  own, — 

Our  Father^  <5'c. 


Another  Evening  Prayer  for  a^ktraibj 


0  MOST  glorious  and  ever-living  God,  who  iti- 
liabitest  eternity,  and  dwellest  in  that  light 
which  no  mortal  eye  can  approach  unto  ;  we 
thy  unworthy  servants  beg  leave  to  present  our 
prayers  before  thy  Divine  ^lajesty. 

O  Lord,  we  confess,  that  notvvithstaiiding  all 
thy  gracious  dealings  and  dispensations  towards 
8* 
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u.-,  we  have  neither  loved  thee,  served  thee,  nor 
obeyed  thee,  as  ^ve  ought  to  liave  done. 

The  cares  and  concerns  of  this  life  are  too 
apt  to  busy  and  employ  our  thoughts,  and  make 
us  cold  and  remiss  in  the  great  and  important 
work  of  our  salvation. 

O  our  God,  we  lament  and  bewail  the  cormp- 
tion  of  our  natures,  and  our  manifold  sins  and 
transgressions.  Where  siiall  we  fly  for  succor 
but  unto  thee,  who  art  a  God  of  infinite  love  and 
pity  ?  0  pity  our  weaknesses,  and  forgive  and 
wash  away  all  our  sins,  in  the  blood  of  that  im- 
maculate Lamb,  Christ  Jesus,  that  neither  those 
which  we  have  this  day  committed,  nor  any  other 
follies  of  our  lives  past,  may  be  ever  had  in  re- 
membrance before  thee. 

O  reserve  not  our  sins  to  be  punished  in  the 
day  of  thy  fierce  M'rath  and  displeasure ;  but 
bury  them  all  in  the  deptli  of  thy  everlasting 
mercy,  that  they  may  never  rise  up  to  our  con- 
fusion here,  nor  our  condemnation  liereafter. 
Look  upon  us,  0  Lord,  as  a  reconciled  father 
in  Christ  Jesus  :  Speak  peace  unto  our  con- 
sciences, and  say  unto  our  souls,  I  am  fhe  God  of 
thy  ?a.lvatiQji. 

But,  O  Lord,  we  beg  not  only  the  pardon  of 
our  transgressions,  but  most  earnestly  entreat 
tliee  (who  iiast  promised  to  give  thy  Holy  Spirit 
to  them  that  ask  it)  tliat  thou  wouldst  enable  us 
to  forsake  every  evil  way,  and  to  walk  before 
thee  in  newness  of  life,  tet  not  sin  reign  in  our 
mortal  bodies,  nor  any  sinful  desires  take  pos- 
session of  our  hearts  ;  but  by_ the  powerful  effi- 
cacy of  thy  grace,  destroy,  in  us  all  evil  habits 
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and  irregular  disjDOsitions,  and  wliatsoever  op- 
poses itself  to  thy  most  holy  will  and  command- 
ments. 

Give,  us,  0  Lord,  a  lively  sense  and  convic- 
tion of  the  shortness  and  uncertainty  of  all 
things  here  below ;  that  our  hearts  being  wtaned 
from  this  love  of  the  world,  they  may  daily  more 
and  more  aspire  after  those  joys  which  are  at 
tliy  riffht  hand  for  evermore. 

Make  us,  O  gracious  God,  faithful  and  wise 
stewards  of  all  those  talents  thou  hast  commit- 
ted to  our  trust.  Let  us  never  apply  thy  bles- 
sings to  any  sinful  or  unworthy  purposes,  nor 
abuse  thy  mercies  by  any  ungodly  use  of  the 
least  of  thy  good  creatures ;  but  give  us  grace 
to  improve  them  to  thy  glory,  the  good  oi  our 
own  souls,  and  in  the  comfort  and  relief  of  our 
distressed  brethren  ;  that  being  rich  in  good 
works,  and  having  laid  up  a  treasure  in  heaven, 
we  may  (when  this  earthly  tabernacle  shall  be 
dissolved)  have  a  building  of  God,  a  house  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens,  thro' 
our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ. 

Extend  thy  mercy,  0  God,  to  all  mankind  : 
have  pity  upon  all  Jews,  Turks,  and  Infidels, 
and  bring  them  to  the  light,  and  the  knowledge, 
and  the  practice  of  thy  laws. 

Bless  thy  holy  Church  universal ;  remove  out 
of  it  all  errors  and  corruptions,  all  division  and 
dissensions,  and  let  love  and  charity,  and  gQod- 
wiil  be  visible  in  the  lives  of  all  its  members. 

Reform  all  things  amiss  in  this  our  land.  Root 
out  fiom  among  us  all  profaneness  arid  impiety  ; 
.all  uucharitableness  and  animosities ;  that  we. 
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turning  from  all  our  evil  v/ajs  unto  thee,  tlie 
Lord  our  God,  thou  majest  turn  from  thy  dis- 
pleasure against  us,  and  delight  over  us  to  do 
us  good ;  to  build  us  up,  and  not  to  destroy  us. 

Bless  and  protect  the  President  of  these  Unit- 
ed States,  th^  Governor  of  this  commonwealtli, 
and  all  in  authority  over  us,  and  make  them 
instruments  in  thy  hands  of  great  good  to  thy 
church  and  people. 

Look  down  with  pity  and  compassion  upon 
all  those  Vv-ho  are  in  trouble,  sorrovr,  need,  sick* 
ness,  or  any  other  adversity.  Comfort  and  sup- 
port them  under  their  aHliciions,  and  give  them 
in  tliy  due  time  afiappy  deliverance. 

Send  down  lliy  blessings,  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral, upon  all  our  friends  and  relations.  Give 
us  what  thou  seest  most  profitable  for  us  :  And 
as  thou  best  knowest  allourvrants,  so  be  pleased 
to  suit  tliy  graces  and  blessings  to  the  several 
necessities  of  our  souls  and  bodies. 

To  tlicse  our  prayers  and  intercessions,  we 
desire  likewise,  0  most  merciful  God,  to  add  our 
unfeigned  thanks  and  praise  to  t^y  incompre- 
hensible Majesty,  for  all  the  mercies  and  bene- 
fits which  thou  hast  so  freely  and  undeservedly 
conferred  upon  us. 

We  bless  thee  for  our  creation  and  prcseiv. 
tion;  for  our  health,  strength,  peace,  and  safety  ; 
for  thy  continual  care  and  watcliful  Providence 
over  us  e* ei-  since  we  were  born  :  and  for  the 
comforts  and  conveniences  we  have  hitherto  re- 
ceived ,  and,  in  particuhar,  for  the  mercies  and 
i-efreshments  of  the  day  past. 

We  confess..  O  Lord,  oar  unAvortliincss  of  thy 
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*iess,  we  beg  leave  to  commend  our  souls  and 
bodies  to  thy  fatherly  care  and  good  Providence;- 
humbly  beseeching  thee  to  take  us,  and  all  that 
belong  to  us,  this  night,  under  thy  Almio-hty 
protection.  ° 

Refresh  our  bodies  with  quiet  rest  and  sleep, 
and  our  souls  with  the  consolations  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit ;  and  when  thou  shalt  think  fit  to  take  us 
out  of  this  world,  give  us  everlasting  rest  and 
peace  in  thy  eternal  kingdom,  througli  the  me« 
ntsand  for  the  sake  of  our  blessed  Savior  and 
Redeemer  Jesus  Christ;  who  hath  taught  us, 
when  we  pray,  to  say, — 

Our  Father  J  Sfc. 


Mother  Morning  Prayer  for  a  Family, 

0  MOST  blessed  and  most  glorious  Lord  God, 
mo  art  of  infinite  goodness  and  mercy ;  we  thy 
reatures,  whom  thou  hast  made,  and  to  this  mo- 
ment hast  preserved,  do  now  present  ourselves 
•etore  thee,  to  offer  up  the  morning  sacrifice  of 
»•  'ur  unfeigned   praises  and  thanksgivings ;  thy 
luercies  are  renewed  to  us  every  mornino-,  and 
I    hy  goodness  follows  us  all  the   day  long  :  thou 
I  "isitest  us  in  the  night  season,  and  every  mo- 
ment of  our  lives  is  a  new  instance  of  thy  mercy. 
It  IS  by  thy  goodness,  O  Lord,  that  V/e  have 
<his  night   slept  secure,  and  are   now  raised  up 
n  health  and  safety.     Praised  therefore,  be  tliy 
iame,  0  God,  for  of  thee  only  cometh  our  salva* 
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tion  ;  thou  ait  the  God  of  our  health,  our  Savior 
und  mighty  Deliverer ;  as  lon^  as  we  live  we  . 
will  magnify  thee,  O  Lord  ;  for  a  joyful  and 
pleasant  thing  it  is  to  be  thankful.  0  give  us 
hearts  always  tuned  to  thy  praises,  which  is  our 
happiness  as  well  as  our  duty. 

Imprint  on  our  minds  such  a  deep  sense  of 
thy  mercies,  that  we  may  never  provoke  thee  to 
withdraw  thy  favors  from  us.  Let  not  tl\e  bles- 
sings thou  bestowest  on  us  make  us  in  love  with 
this  world  ;  let  neither  covetousness  nor  ambi- 
tion, neither  pride  nor  vanity,  neither  a  contempt 
of  others  nor  a  fond  conceit  of  ourselves,  be  the 
eff'ects  of  thy  loving  kindness  towards  us  ;  but 
endue  us  with  such  humble  and  contented 
minds,  such  meek  and  resigned  spirits,  such 
quiet  and  peaceable  tempers  and  behavior,  as 
becomes  creatures  and  sinners.  O  let  the  con- 
sideration of  our  unworthiness  suppress  in  us 
all  proud  and  aspiring  thoughts,  and  all  covetous 
and  ambitious  desires  ;  that  being  meek  and 
lowly  in  our  own  eyes,  we  may  find  rest  unto 
our  souls,  and  be  filled  v»itli  that  grace  which 
thou  hast  promised  to  the  humble. 

Fit  and  prepare  us,  O  Lord,  for  every  condi- 
tion and  chance,  but  especially  for  our  great  and 
last  change.  Strengthen  our  faith  in  the  time  of 
hickness  and  trial,  and  forsake  us  not  when  our 
strength  fiiileth  us.  liCt  thy  merciful  ears,  O 
IjOrd,  be  tiien  open  to  our  prayers  ;  and  spare 
us,  0  Lord  most  holy,  O  God  most  mighty  ;  O 
holy  and  merciful  Savior,  thou  most  worthy 
Judge  eternal,  suffer  us   not,  at  our  last  hour, 
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through  any  pains  of  body,  or  weakness  of  mindj 
to  let  go  our  dependence  on  thee. 

O  let  not  tlie  cruel  enemy  of  our  souls  aftVight 
us  with  his  terrors,  but  give  thy  holy  angels 
.charge  over  us ;  and  let  the  consolations  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit  fortify  our  minds,  and  dissipate  our 
■'ears,  and  be  a  reviving  cordial  to  our  souls  at 
chat  last  and  momentous  period  of  our  lives. 

O  Lord,  leave  us  not  to  ourselves  in  that  time 
of  distress,  when  we  shall  stand  in  so  much  need 
of  thee.  Give  us  an  unfeigned  repentance  of  all 
our  sins,  great  love  to  thee,  and  charity  to  our 
neighbors,  an  entire  submission  to  thy  blessed 
will,  and  (if  tliou  seest  fit)  some  foretaste  and 
assurance  of  our  salvation.  But  if  thou,  in  thy 
great  wisdom,  siiall  not  see  fit  to  vouchsafe  us 
so  great  a  mercy,  yet,  O  gracious  Father,  let  us 
not  fail  in  the  great  day  of  judgment,  to  hear 
tliat  blessed  sentence  pronounced  unto  us, — 
Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servantSy  en- 
ter thou  into  thy  Master's  joi/.  Grant  this,  O 
most  gracious  God,  for  thy  mercy's  sake,  in  Je- 
sus Christ  our  Lord. 

Be  with  us,  O  Lord,  this  da}-,  in  our  going  out 
and  coming  in ;  ])reserve  us  from  the  dangers  of 
evil  company  ;  from  the  deceitfulness  of  our 
own  hearts ;  and  defend  us  more  especially  from 
those  sins  that  are  more  apt  to  betray  and  en- 
snare us. 

Let  thy  blessings  accompany  all  our  honest 
labors  and  endeavors,  and  vouchsafe  us  such  a 
measure  of  health,  and  other  temporal  mercies, 
as  thou  seest  best  for  us. 

W^  desire,  0  Lord,  to  leave  ourselves,  iiud 
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sU  our  affairs  in  thy  hands,  humbly  beseeching 
thee  to  take  us,  and  all  that  belong  to  us,  under 
the  care  and  protection  of  thy  good  Providence, 
and  so  to  bless,  direct,  and  guide  us  in  this  life, 
that  we  may  at  last  obtain  that  greatest  of  all 
blessings,  the  eternal  salvation  of  our  immortal 
souls,  through  the  merits,  and  for  the  sake  of  thy 
dear  Son,  and  our  only  Savior,  Jesus  Christ  the 
Righteous  ;  in  the  full  extent  of  whose  words, 
we  desire  to  be  heard  for  ourselves  and  all  man- 
kind,— Our  Father,  S^'c, 


Another  Evening  Prayer  for  a  Family, 

0  ETERNAL  Bciug  !  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost,  one  God,  blessed  for  evermore  ;  we,  thy 
unworthy  servants,  adore  thy  Glorious  Majesty, 
acknowledging  our  dependence  upon  thee,  and 
that  all  we  have  proceeds  from  thine  infinite 
bounty  and  goodness. 

Thou  hast  shown  thyself  a  most  kind  and  in- 
dulgent Father  :  but  alas  !  we  have  been  unduti- 
ful  and  disobedient  children,  and  have  made  ve- 
i:y  ungrateful  returns  for  those  innumerable  mer- 
cies and  favors  which  thou  hast  bestowed  upon  us. 

O  Lord,  our  consciences  accuse  us  of  having 
done  many  things  contrary  to  thy  blessed  w  ill  ; 
of  having  acted  foolishly  and  wickedly,  contra- 
ry to  our  best  and  greatest  interest. 

We  are  sensible,  O  Lord,  that  the  greatest 
concernments  of  tliis  world  are  as  notliing  when 
compared  witli  f^ternity :  and  yet  hew  apt  ar^ 
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"\ve  to  OTOW  careless  and  remiss  in  the  jrveat  and 
important  work  of  our  salvation,  and  to  suffer 
our  airections  to  be  carried  away  after  the  things 
of  this  life. 

O  Lord,  tlie,  wages,  and  desert,  and  punish- 
ment of  sin,  is  death  ;  but  thou  art  infinite  in 
mercy,  and  wiliest  not  the  death  of  a  sinner  ; 
remember  then,  we  beseech  thee,  tliy  tender 
mercies  ;  and  for  the  sake  and  merits  of  our 
dear  Redeemer,  have  mercy  upon  us,  and  be  not 
angry  \vitli  us  for  ever.  Accept  of  that  full, 
perfect,  and  sufficient  sacrifice,  which  thy  be- 
loved Son  oflfered  upon  the  cross  ;  and  through 
the  merit  of  his  bitter  death  and  passion,  par- 
don all  our  sins,  particularly  those  which  we 
have  this  day  committed.  0  Lord,  give  us  an 
interest  in  the  blood  of  that  immaculate  Lamb, 
Jesus  Christ;  and  grant  that  we  may  never  ren- 
der those  sufferings  which  he  underwent  for  sin* 
ners,  ineffectual  to  the  salvation  of  our  souls. 

Give  us  grace  seriously  to  consider  that  it  is 
our  indispensable  duty  to  forsake  every  evil 
way.  Possess  our  souls  with  just  and  lively  ap- 
prehensions of  the  i)ijinife  disproportion  there 
is  between  this  world  and  the  next,  tliat  we  may 
make  a  right  use  and  improvement  of  all  those 
'gracious  opportunities  which  thou  art  pleased 
to  give  us  of  working  out  our  salvation,  and  se- 
curing an  irJieritance  in  tliat  kingdom  which  is 
to  last  for  ever. 

I-ct  no  temptations  or   allurements  divert  us 

from  securing tlie  interests  of  our  precious  souls; 

whatever  else   we  leave  undone,  let  that  be  our 

great  care  and  concern,  the  firbt  and  last  of  all 
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our  thoughts,  and  the  chief  business  and  em- 
ployment of  our  whole  lives. 

O  Lord,  sufter  not  the  affairs  and  business 
"vvhich  we  are  engaged  in,  to  draw  our  affections 
from  heaven  and  heavenly  things,  but  grant  that 
we  may  so  pass  through  things  temporal,  as  not 
to  lose  the  things  tliat  are  eternal ;  and  that  in 
all  the  concernments  of  this  life,  we  may  govern 
ourselves  by  the  rules  of  temperance  and  sobri- 
ety, justice  and  honesty,  prudence  and  modera- 
tion, and  with  an  entire  trust  and  dependence 
on  thy  fatherly  care  and  good  Providence  ;  that 
having  always  before  our  eyes  thatgreat  account 
which  we  must  one  day  give,  we  may  never  dare 
to  do  any  thing  to  dishonor  thy  name,  nor  be  so 
wretchedly  foolish,  as  to  purchase  any  happiness 
in  this  world  at  the  expense  of  tliy  favor ;  but 
tliat  making  thy  laws  the  rule  of  all  our  actions, 
we  may  approve  ourselves  to  thee,  as  becometh 
thy  servants ;  by  being  zealous  and  devout  in- 
thy  ser\-ice,  kind  and  charitable  towards  our 
neighbors ;  by  being  meek  and  patient,  quiet  and 
peaceable,  humble  and  inoffensive  towards  all 
men,  and,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  useful  and  bene- 
ficial to  the  world  ;  that  so  glorifying  thfee  here 
upon  earth,  we  may,  at  our  departure  hence,  en- 
ter into  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  and  be  for  ever  glo- 
rified in  thy  lieavenly  kingdom,  through  Jesu- 
Christ,  our  only  Savior  and  Redeemer. 

Be  gracious,  O  most  merciful  God,  to  the 
whole  race  of  mankind.  Pity  the  deplorable 
state  of  those  that  know  thee  not,  and  liave  ne 
ver  heard  of  thy  name.    Reform  the  wicked  and 
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impenitent,  and  let  all  tliat  name  the  name  of 
Christ  depart  from  iniquity. 

Be  mindful,  0  Lord,  of  all  that  are  in  any'af- 
fliction  or  distress.  Relieve  and  comfort  those 
that  suffer  for  the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience, 
or  tliat  labor  under  the  torments  of  a  wounded 
spirit.  Let  the  sorrowful  sighing  of  the  afflict- 
ed come  before  thee,  and  deliver  them  in  thy 
good  time  out  of  all  their  troubles. 

Let  every  one  of  our  friends  and  relations,  0 
God,  be  of  the  number  of  tliose  whom  thou  lov- 
est  and  delightest  in.  Defend  them  from  the 
evils  and  temptations  of  this  Aorld,  and  grant 
them  whatever  thou  seest  needful  both  for  ^heii 
souls  and  bodies. 

To  these  our  prayers  and  intercessions,  \v;e_, 
desire  to  add  our  unfeigned  praises  for  dPtHy^ 
blessings,  spiritual  and  temporal<We  bless  thee 
more  particularly  for  the  mercies  of  the  day 
past ;  for  preserving  us  in  liealth  and  safety ; 
and  for  delivering  us  from  the  evils  which  we 
have  nu^t  justly  deserved.  -^ 

Give  iftgrace  to  make  a  right  use  anatmprove- 
ment  of  in  thy  mercies ;  and  vouchsafflL  O  Lord, 
to  continue  to  us  tliy  gracious  favor  ana  protec- 
tion. Be  thou  pleased,  of  thy  great  goodrj|||.s,  to 
take  us,  and  all  that  belong'to  us,  this  nighf,  un- 
der the  care  of  tliy  good  Providence.  Defend  us 
from  all  perils  and  dangers  ;  and  after  the  com- 
fortable refreshments  of  rest  and  sleep,  raise  us 
up  in  health  and  safety,  with  hearts  full  of  love 
to  thee,  and  zeal  to  thy  service,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  whose 
words  we  pray  to  be  heard,— Owr  Father,  Sfc. 
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Another  Morning  Prayer  for  a  Family. 

Almighty  aiitl  most  glorious  Jehovah;  we 
adore  tliee  as  the  God  ot  nature,  the  God  of 
providence,  and  the  God  ofg^ace.  As  from 
thee  all  creatures  received  their  beings,  so  on 
thee  they  constantly  depend.  With  tiie  deep- 
est humility  would  we  prostrate  ourselves  be- 
fore thy  throne,  and  acknowledge  our  constant 
and  entire  dependence  upon  thee,- not  only  for 
the  continuance  and  the  comforts  of  our  natural 
lives,  but  for  the  safety  and  welflire  of  our  soids, 
in  time  and  to  eternity.  We  confess  not  only 
that  we  are  guilty  creatures,  and  as  such  need 
thy  pardoning  mercy,  but  also  that  we  are  de- 
praved and  impotent  creatures,  and  as  such 
stand  in  absolute  need  of  thy  renewing  and 
strengtliening  grace. 

W^e  desire  sincerely  and  humbly  to  acknowl- 
edge before  thee  our  own  weakness  and  insuffi- 
ciency for  any  thing  that  is  spirituall  v  good. 
We  havg  experienced  it  a  thousand  tivoM ;  aiid 
yet  our  foolish  hearts  are  too  prone  ^Blrust  in 
themselves,  and  form  resolutions  in  meir  own 
stren'jiJh.  Give  us,  we  pray  thee,  a^^^nure  deep 
and  llectual  conviction  of  our  impotence,  and 
bring  us  to  a  more  humble  distrust  of  ourselves, 
and  a  more  entire  repose  on  tliee. 

We  rejoice,  O  Lord,  in  tl^e  kind  assurance 
which  thou  hast  given  us,  of  thy  readiness  to 
bestow  liberally  upon  us  all  the  assistance  v  hich 
we  want,  in  order  to  a  successful  opposition 
against  sin  and  temptation,  and  the  acceptable 
performance  of  all  the  arduous  duties  of  the  d.i- 
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vine  life.  In  compliance  with  thy  condescend- 
ing invitation,  we  come  with  boldness  to  the 
throne  of  thy  grace,  that  we  may  find  grace  to 
help  in  every  time  of  need  ;  and  would  earnest- 
ly plead  thine  own  gracious  promise,  O  heaven- 
ly Father,  to  give  thy  Spirit  unto  them  that  ask  it. 

God  forbid  that  we  should  entertain  the 
thought  of  turning  thy  grace  into  wantonness,  or 
perverseness,  or  of  making  our  we.ikness  an  ex- 
cuse for  negligence  and  sloth !  We.  confess, 
thou  hast  already  given  us  more  strength  than 
we  have  used ;  and  we  charge  it  upon  ourselves, 
and  not  on  thee,  tliat  we  have  not  received  more 
abundant  supplies.  We  desire  for  the  future 
to  be  found  diligent  in  the  use  of  all  appointed 
means.  In  the  neglect  of  these,  we  know  that 
our  petitions  would  be  a  profane  mockery,  which 
miglit  justly  provoke  thee  to  take  av/ay  thine 
Holy  Spirit  from  us.  We  would  therefore  re- 
solye  to  exert  ourselves  to  the  uttermost,  and 
earnestly  entreat  the  communications  of  thy 
grace,  thajt  we  may  be  enabled  to  fulfil  our  reso- 
lutions. 

Be  thou  surety,  0  Lord,  unto  thy  servants  for 
good.  Be  pleased  to  shed  abroad  thy  sanctify- 
ing influences  on  our  souls,  to  form  us  for  every 
duty  which  thou  requirest.  Implant  every  chris- 
tian grace  and  virtue  deep  in  our  hearts,  and 
maintain  and  strengthen  them  amidst  all  the 
assaults  both  from  within  and  without,  to  which 
we  are  continually  liable,  while  we  are  in  this 
world,  where  we  carry  about  with  us  so  many 
infirmities. 

Fill  our  breasts,  we  beseech  thQe,  with  good 
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aft'ections  towards  thee  our  God,  and  toward 
our  fellow  creatures.    Help  us  always  to  realiz 
thy  presence,  and  to  remember  that   every  se 
cret   sentiment   of  our   souls   is  open  to'tlie( 
Under  such  a  conviction,  may  we  guard  agains 
the  first  risings  of  sin,  and  the  first  approaches 
to  it.     And  that  Satan  may  not  find   room  for 
his  evil  suggestions,  we  pray  that  thou,  Lorci, 
will  fill  our  hearts  with  thy  Spirit,  and  take  u|> 
thy  residence   there.     Dwell   in   us,  and   wait 
with  us,  and  let  our  bodies  be  the  temples  of  the 
Holy  Gimst. 

May  we  be  so  joined  to  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord, 
as  to  become  one  spirit  with  him,  and  feel  his  in 
vigorating  influences  continually  bearing  us  on, 
superior  to  every  temptation,  and  to  every  cor 
ruption  ;  that  while  the  youths  shall  faint  anc 
be  weary,  and  the  young  men  utterly  fall,  wi 
may  so  wait  upon  the  Lord  as  to  renew  our  spir 
itual  strengtli,  to  run  without  weariness,  to  wall 
without  lainting,  yea  to  fly  as   on  the  wings  o 
eagles  towards   heaven.     5lay  we   be  going  or 
continually,  from  one  degree  of  faith  and  love, 
of  holiness   and  zeal,  unto  another,  till  we  ap 
pear  perfect  before  thee  in  Zion,  to  drink  in  im 
mortal  vigor  and  joy  from  thee,  the  everlasting 
fountain  ofbotli. 

While  we  are  here,  we  are  surrounded  witl 
dangers  and  difliculties.  Blessed  God,  to  thim 
almighty  power  we  flee.  O  tiiou  that  savest  b^^ 
thy  riglvt  hand  tliem  that  put  their  trust  in  thee 
stretch  out  thine  omnipotent  arm  to  save  us 
We  put  ourselves  under  thy  protection  ;  let  th; 
grace  be  sufilcient  for  us,  aiid  thy  strength  b' 


made  perfect  in  our  weakness.  We  dave  not 
sav,  we  will  never  forsake  or  deny  tliee  ;  but  wo 
hope  we  can  say,  that  we  would  not  doit.  0  root 
out  those  corruptions  from  our  hearts,  which,  in 
an  hour  of  pressin;^  temptation,  might  alter  our 
views,  and  betray  us  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Strengthen  our  faith,  Q  Lord  ;  encourage  our 
hope,  and  inspire  us  with  an  lieroic  resolution, 
in  opposing  every  thing  that  obstructs  us  in  our 
way  to  heaven.  May  we  set  our  faces  like  a 
flint  against  all  the  assaults  of  earth  and  hell. 
If  sinners  entice,  let  us  not  consent ;  if  they  in- 
sult, let  us  not  regard  it ;  if  they  threaten,  let  us 
not  fear.  May  we  never  be  ashamed  to  plead 
thy  cause  against  the  most  profane  deriders  of 
religion ;  but  may  we  be  filled  with  courage, 
charity,  and  zeal,  to  teach  transgressors  thy  / 
■ways,  that  sinners  may  be  converted  unto  thee. 

Keep  us,  O  God,  at  all  times,   by  thy  mightj^  , 
j)ower,  and  on  that  may  we  always  rely.     Nev-< 
er  let  us  think  ourselves  strong  enough  to  main-|' 
tain,  the  combat  without  thee :  nor  yet  ima^iind 
ourselves  so  weak  that  thou  canst  not  support  us. 

AVhereverthou  lead^t  us,  there  let  us  follow, 
and  whatever  static^  thou  oppointcst  for  U5t 
there  let  us  labor.  In  the  midst  of  dangers  and 
discouragements,  may  we  look  unto  Jesus,  the 
captain  of  our  salvation,  the  great  author  and 
finisher  of  our  faitii ;  and  may  we  finally  be  iviadc 
more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  iuith 
loved  us,  in  wliom  we  have  righteousness  and 
strength,  and  unto  whom  be  ascribed  salvatior- 
and  honor,  blessing  a:i'l  praise,  now  aud  forcv 
Cr.     Amen. 
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Jlnother  Evening  Fray er  for  a  Family, 

Ever  blessed  and  glorious  Lord  ;  thou  art  a 
gieat  God,  and  a  great  King,  above  all  gods. 
The  earth  is  thine,  and  the  fulness  thereof:  the 
world,  and  all  they  that  dwell  therein.  We  are 
thine,  for  thou  madest  us,  and  on  thee  we  en- 
tirely depend  for  the  continuance  of  life  and  all 
its  enjoyments.  It  is  most  ifit  that  we  should 
daily  acknowledo;e  our  dependence  upon  thee, 
and  our  obligations  to  thee,  in  united  acts  of 
prayer  and  praise. 

We  prostrate  our  souls  this  evening  before 
thy  throne,  to  tender  thee  the  homage  which  is 
thy  due  ;  and  under  a  sense  of  our  great  un- 
w.jrthiness  we  beg  to  be  accepted  through  Jesus 
Christ. 

We  bless  thee  for  the  beings  thou  hast  given 
us,  and  for  all  the  powers  of  body  and  of  mind 
•with  which  we  are  endowed.  We  praise  thee 
for  the  continual  care  of  thy  providence  over  us 
hj  night  and  by  day,  and  for  the  numberless 
blessings  with  wiiich  our  lives  are  crowned. 
How  precious  are  thy  thoughts  unto  us,  0  God  ; 
if  we  would  count  them,  they  are  more  than  can 
be  numbered. 

We  particularly  praise  thee  for  the  safety  and 
the  comforts  of  the  day  past.  Under  a  sense  of 
thy  former  kindness,  we  commit  oursehes  and 
each  other  to  thy  future  care.  May  we  this 
night  rest  secure  under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings 
and  let  thy  good  provi^nce  continue  to  be  ex- 
ercised for  our  protection  and  comfort  through 
all  the  remaining  days  of  our  lives  on  earth. 
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Under  an  apprehension  of  the  manifold  dangers 
and  cahiinities  to  whicli  \ve  are  ever  liable  in 
this  present  evil  world,  we  flee  to  thee  as  our 
only  refuge.  Be  tliou  pleased  to  take  the  charge 
of  us,  and  we  sliail  be  secure  from  evil,  and  our 
hearts  shall  not  fear.  O  thou  great  shepherd  of 
Israel,  whose  watchful  eye  is  ever  upon  them 
that  trust  in  thee,  preserve  us  lying  down  and 
rising  up,  going  out  and  coming  in  from  this 
time  fortli  and  forever. 

But  we  would  more  especially  be  solicitous 
for  the  safety  and  happiness  of  our  souls. 

Blessed  God  ;  in  the  midst  of  ten  thousand 
snares  and  dangers,  from  without  and  from  with- 
in, permit  us  tO'  look  up  to  thee  as  the  God  of 
salvation,  to  whom  belong  the  issues  from  death. 
Let  thine  eyes  be  upon  us  for  good,  and  keep 
these  souls  of  ours  from  whatever  w^ould  involve 
them  in  guilt  and  ruin. 

^\^len  we  are  tempted  to  sloth  and  indolence, 
awaken  us,  we  pray  thee,  with  the  lively  vie^vs 
of  tliat  invisible  and  eternal  v.orld  to  >vhich  we 
are  teridin<>; ;  and.  engage  us  to  remember  the 
infinite  importance  of  diligently  improving  those 
transient  monuments  which  thou  hast  allotted  us 
to  prepare  for  it. 

Wlien  sinners  entice  us  may  we  not  consent, 
but  may  holy  converse  with  thee  give  us  a  dis- 
relish for  the  society  of  those  who  are  strangers 
to  tliee,  and  would  separate  our  souls  froin  thee. 
May  we  honor  them  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  by- 
walk  ing  with  wise  and  holy  men,  may  we  be  dai- 
ly advancing  in  wisdom  and  holiness. 

Guard  us,  O  Lord,  from  the  love  of  sensual 
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pleasure.  May  we  remember  tliat  to  be  carnal- 
ly minded  is  death.  Purify  and  refine  our  souls 
by  the  influences  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  we 
may  always  shun  unlawful  gratifications ;  and 
enable  us  to  use  the  allowed  indulgences  of  an- 
imal nature  with  sobriety  and  moderation,  that 
the  comforts  of  life  may  not  be  the  occasion  of 
sin.  May  we  everre^mber  the  superior  digni- 
ty of  our  intelligent  !md  spiritual  nature,  and 
pursue  the  pleasures  of  the  man  and  the  chris- 
tian as  our  noblest  happiness :  above  aH  may  we 
aspire  after  those  pleasures  which  are  at  thy 
right  hand  for  evermore. 

Preserve  us,  O  God,  from  that  pride  which 
goeth  before  destruction,  and  tliat  lust  of  ambi- 
tion by  which  so  many  have  fallen.  Promote  in 
us  that  humility  and  lowliness  of  mind  wliich  so 
well  becomes  the  desciples  of  the  blessed  Jesus. 
May  we  learn  of  him  who  was  meek  and  lowly 
in  lieart.  Deliver  us,  we  beseech  thee,  from 
covetousness,  which  is  idolatry,  and  that  love  gf 
the  world  which  is  enmity  witli  God.  Let  us  not 
make  haste  to  be  rich,  nor  seek  great  things  for 
ourselves  on  earth,  remembering  that  the  love  of 
inoney  is  tlie  root  of  all  evil.  And  if  riches  in-^ 
crease,  let  us  not  set  our  hearts  upon  them.  May 
our  desires  after  worldly  possessions,  and  our 
delight  in  them,  be  moderated  by  considering 
tlieir  uncertain  and  unsatisfying  nature;  and 
while  others  are  laying  up  for  themselves  treas- 
ures on  earth,  may  we  be  rich  towards  God. 

Deliver  us  from  all  those  excessive  cares  about 
the  thin;j;s  of  this  life  in  general,  which  would 
so  engross  our  time  and  {noughts,  that  the  one 
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(  jng  needful  would  be  forgotten.    May  we  nev-? 

'  *be  too  busy  about  the  most  lawful  things,  t© 
;tend  to  tliose  great  affah's  which  lie  between 
lee  and  our  souls  :   never  so  taken  up  with  the 

9ncerns  of  time,  as  to  neglect  the  interests  of 

ternity. 
Deliver  us  from  all  those  fleshly  lusts  which 

i^ar  against  the  soul,  and  from  all  those  vices  of 

he  mind  wliich  tend  to  grieve  tliy  good  Spirit, 

md  to  banish  peace  and  jo}^  from  tlie  heart. 
Especially  we  pray,  that  thou  wilt  deliver  us 

Vom  the  sins  which  do  most  easily  beset  us,  and 
enable  us  to  set  a  special  guard  against  them. 
Help  us  continually  to  watch  and  pray,  that  we 
may  not  enter  into  temptation,  and  to  keep  our 
hearts  with  all  diligence,  since  out  of  them  are 
the  issues  of  life. 

We  lament  it,  that  through  our  neglect  of 
watchfulness  and  prayer,  we  have  so  often  yield- 
ed to  temptation,  and  fallen  into  sin.  Merciful- 
\^  pardon  all  our  past  neglects  ;  make  us  more 
circumspect  for  the  time  to  come  ;  and  do  thou, 
O  God,  of  all  grace,  keep  us  from  falling,  and 
preserve  us  by  thy  mighty  power,  through  faith 
unto  salvation. 

Our  safety  and  happiness  is  in  thee  alone. 
On  thy  power,  gi-ace,  and  faithfulness  will  we 
rely,  and  to  thy  name  shall  biB  all  the  glory, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  only  Mediator  ani  Ad- 
vocate.   Amen, 
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PRIVATE  AND  OCCASIONAL 

PHAYERS. 


Tlie  Jige.d*s  Prayer, 

0  Lord  of  my  life,  thou  art  my  God  from  the 
womb,  m}^  hope  and  trust  from  my  youth  ;  by 
thee  I  was  brought  into  the  world,  and  upon  thee 
have  I  lived  all  my  days.  0  with  what  patience 
and  long  suffering  hast  thou  endured  me  !  and 
with  what  loving  kindness  and  tender  mercies 
still  preserved  and  followed  me  ;  how  many 
have  I  seen  snatched  out  of  this  life  (as  I  fear) 
miserably  unprovided  for  their  death  ;  whereas 
thou  prolongest  my  days,  and  together  M'ith  more 
days,  still  addest  rew  mercies  to  my  life  :  O 
that  it  may  be  in  mercy  to  my  soul,  that  I  ai% 
suffered  to  live  so  long  in  the  world  ;  that  as 
my  life  is  lengthened  out,  so  all  that  concerns 
my  salvation  may  be  filled  up,  that  I  may  re- 
deem the  time,  and  improve  all  the  opportuni- 
ties and  means  of  grace  which  thou  art  pleased 
to  put  into  my  hands,  for  the  best  profit  and  ad- 
vantage of  my  soul,  that  my  age  may  be  the  good 
old  age ;  and  the  remaining  time  of  mj^  sojourn- 
ing here,  the  best  of  all  my  time. 

Though  my  sight  is  dim  to  the  world,  let  my 
eyes  be  ever  towards  the  Lord,  and  open  to  sec 
tlie  things  of  my  peace  ;  though  my  ears  are  dull 
of  hearing,  let  my  heart  be  attentive  to  thy  calldj. 


and  to  hear  thy  voice,  -wliile  it  is  called  to-daj. 
Though  I  cannot  (as  formerly)  relish  the  plea- 
sures of  meat  and  drink  ;  yet  let  me  taste  the 
goodness  of  the  Lord,  and  favor  the  things  of. 
the  Spirit  of  God,  and  hunger  and  thirst  after 
righteousness,  and  those  pleasures  which  are  at 
tl'.y  right  hand  for  evermore.  And  though  my 
limbs  are  weak,  and  my  strength  will  not  serve 
me  to  travel  abroad  as  I  have  done  ;  yet  make 
me  strong  in  the  Lord,  to  do  thy  work,  and  to 
walk  in  thy  ways ;  and  to  perform  my  great 
journey  home  to  my  house  eternal  in  the  heav- 
ens :  and  seeing  there  is  no  man  that  liveth  and 
shall  not  see  death  :  and  the  longer  1  have  es- 
caped it,  the  nearer  I  am  now  to  it,  and  shall  one 
day  certainly  fall  by  it ;  and  must  every  day 
reckon  upon  it,  and  know  not  but  my  soul  t!  is 
night  may  be  required  of  me:  O  let  not  mj 
length  of  days  tempt  me  to  forget  their  end  ;  or 
to  put  my  last  day  far  from  me  :  but  let  me  keep 
it  ever  in  my  prospect,  as  drawing  nigh  to  me ; 
that  I  may  order  all  my  concerns,  not  only  like^ 
a  stranger  and  sojourner  with  tl.ee,  as  all  my 
fathers  were  ;  but  as  a  dying  man,  and  ready  to 
drop  into  the  grave,  waiting  and  watching,  and 
preparing  for  the  coming  of  my  Lord  ;  that  at 
thy  coming,  thou  mayest  find  me  so  doing. 

And  because  I  am  old  in  sins,  as  well  as  in 
years;  pulled  down  with  iniquity,  as  well  aS 
with  age  ;  and  the  number  of  my  transgressions 
f  xceeds  not  only  my  years  and  days,  but  even 
the  hours  of  my  life,  and  the  hairs  of  my  head  : 
O  my  gracious  Lord,  give  me  tru'^  repentance! 
-^fflid  that  godly  sorrow  for  mv  sin,?,  wliicii  mar 
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prevent  my  j^oing  down  in  a  worse  so^ro^^'  to 
my  grave.  Thou  hast  saved  many  old  sinners ; 
O  God,  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.  Put  all  my 
sins  upon  the  account  of  thy  dear  Son ;  and  wash 
me  thoroughly  from  them,  in  the  fountain  of  his 
precious  blood.  Especially,  0  merciful  Lord, 
acquit  and  discharge  me  from  the  sins  that  lie 
heaviest  upon  me  ;  and  that  make  the  thought 
of  death  and  judgment  most  frightful  to  me.  O 
give  me.  Lord,  some  tokens  for  good,  that  I  sliall 
find  such  mercy  at  tliy  hands,  that  I  may  de- 
part in  peace,  and  finish  my  course  with  joy, 
and  in  the  end  of  my  life,  be  numbered  among 
the  redeemed,  blessed  of  the  Lord,  through  the 
tender  mercies  of  my  God,  and  the  all-sufficient 
merits  of  my  only  Savior  Jesus  Christ.     Amex. 


*B  Prayer  for  a  Foimg  Person, 

AViiiTHER,  0  Lord,  shall  a  young  man  go,  or 
how  shall  he  be  able  to  escape  all  the  snares 
which  beset  him,  and  all  the  corruptions  within 
his  own  heart  ever  ready  to  betray  him  ?  Where, 
but  to  thy  throne  of  grace,  O  God  of  all  power  ? 
Here,  therefore,  do  I  present  my  supplication, 
humbly  beseeching  thee  to  give  unto  me  that 
faith  in  tliy  word,  Vvliicli  shall  make  me  receive 
all  tliy  promises  with  delight  and  comfoit,  and 
stand  in  awe  of  doing  any  tiling  to  incur  thy 
threatenings.  Establish  in  me  the  fear  of  thy 
eternal  majesty,  and  a    steiiilfast  purpose  of 
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heart  to  %valk  before  thee  Iii  holiness  and  righ- 
teousness all  the  days  of  my  life.  Subdue  my 
natural  pride,  which  would  lead  me  to  be  a  rebel 
against  thee,  0  my  God,  and  ligiitly  to  regard 
the  plainest  and  most  positive  of  thy  commands. 
Quench  those  lusts  which  the  fire  of  youth  ever 
kindles  in  the  heart.  Instead  of  being  heady, 
high-minded,  rash,  and  presumptuous,  open  \\m\e 
ear  to  i-eceive  instruction :  inspire  me  with  meek- 
ness to  be  humble  in  my  wliole  behavior,  and 
ever  to  follow  that  which  is  good.  Create  in  me 
a  constant  distrust  of  myself,  an  aversion  to  the 
company  of  the  lewd,  t!ie  gayandth  jughtless,and 
a  jealousy  of  tlwse  things  to  which  I  find  myself 
most  vehemently  inclined  ;  knowing  that  by  na- 
ture I  am  altogether  eaithly,  sensual,  and  devil- 
ish. Now  in  i.iy  youth,  grant  I  may  ascribe  un- 
to thee  the  horn^r  due  linto  thy  name,  by  prefer- 
ring always  the  knowledge  of  thy  truth,  the 
sense  of  thy  love,  and  observance  of  thy  will,  to 
all  the  pleasures  of  sin  and  vanity*  O  convince 
me  that  the  beginning  of  sin,  as  well  as  of  strife, 
is  as  when  one  letteth  out  water.  Teach  me 
how  soon  sin  will  ensnare,  how  insensibly  entan- 
gle, and  how  difticult  it  is  to  escape  from  those 
e\il  tempers  and  indulgences,  when  once  compli- 
ed with,  which  might  easily  be  vanquished  by 
resistance  at  first.  Let  tny  Spirit  be  my  perpet- 
ual monitor,  guide,  and  comforter,  through  thy 
word.  Root  out  of  my  vain  heart  all  good  opin- 
ion ot  myself,  all  haughtiness  of  spirit,  all  stubi 
b'»rnness  and  moroseness  of  disposition,  all  af- 
fectation of  conforming  to  fashionable  sin  and 
folly,  and  every  wanton  imagination  ;  these  vile 
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propensities,  the  miserable  diseases  of  my  falle*- 
nature,  which  I  find  within  me.  Help  me,  u 
my  God,  to  mortify  tliem  all,  to  advance  in  grace 
as  I  grow  in  years,  to  gain  a  complete  Aictory 
over  my- corruptions,  and  make  a  constant  prog- 
ress in  the  knowledge,  faith,  and  consolations  of 
Jesus  Christ  the  Lord ;  in  whose  early  youth  I 
see  an  example  of  holiness  and  righteousness, 
which  I  am  commanded  to  follow,  and  through 
"whom  I  hope  to  be  accepted  unto  life  for  ever- 
more.   Amen. 


•5  Prayer  to  be  used  either  by  a  Father  or  Mo-. 
therfor  their  Children. 

O  Lord,  make  me  a  kind  and  tender  parent, 
truly  careful  and  solicitous  to  piomote  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  my  children.  Let  thy 
good  Spirit  assist  me  to  form  in  their  tender 
minds  the  principles  of  virtue  and  religion,  to 
teach  them  to  remember  thee,  their  Creator,  in 
t'le  days  of  their  youth,  and  to  bring  them  up  in 
tliy  fear  and  love :  let  me  make  it  my  constant 
care  and  endeavor  to  wean  them  from  all  pride 
and  vanity,  and  to  set  before  them  the  example 
of  a  holy  and  religious  life. 

O  let  the  powerful  efficacy  of  thy  good  Spirit 
root  out  of  their  hearts  all  corrupt  and  sinful  af- 
fections ;  and  instead  thereof,  do  thou  sow  the 
incorruptible  seed  of  thy  grace,  that  they  may 
become  partakers  ofthy  uivine  nature,  and  may 
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'^Ying  fortli  in  tl^eir  lives  the  fruits  of  righteous- 
ness and  true  holiness. 

Defend  them,  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  against 
tlie  evils  and  temptations  of  this  world,  and 
grant  that  they  may  never  be  led  away  by  the 
wicked  customs  and  examples,  the  lusts  and 
vanities  of  it;  but  obediently  keeping  thy  holy 
will  and  commandments^  and  walking  in  the 
same  all  the  days  of  their  lives,  may  be  instru- 
ments of  tliy  gloiy,  by  doing  good  in  their  gene- 
lation  ;  and  after  they  have  served  thee  faith- 
fully in  this  M'orld,  may  hereafter  be  made  par- 
takers of  everlasting  happiness  in  that  which  is 
to  come,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.    Amsn. 


d  Prayer  for  a  Master  or  Mistress. 

O  God,  make  me,  I  beseech  thee,  a  kind  and 
gentle  master,  forbearing  all  cruel  and  severe 
usage  towards  those  thou  hast  placed  in  subjec- 
tion under  me,  as  knowing  I  have  a  master  in 
heaven,  with  wliom  is  no  respect  of  persons. 
Let  me  never  be  so  wicked  as  to  put  my  ser- 
vants upon  cheating  and  lying,  or  any  other  base 
or  unworthy  practices ;  but  give  me  a  tender 
care  and  concern  for  their  soufs;  that  they  may 
never  perish  through  any  neglect  or  fault*  of 
mine. 

Let  me  imitate  the  example  of  thy  ser\^ant 

Joshua,  and  resolve  tliat  both  1  and  my  house 

will  serve  thee.    To  winch  end,  give  us  grace 

daily  to  otter  up  ;Our  joint  prayers  and  praises  it 

10* 


114 


thy  Divine  Majesty,  and  to  be  frequent  in  at- 
tending upon  the  public  offices  of  religion,  and 
to  spend  some  part  of  the  Lord's  day  together 
in  prayer,  and  othel-  holy  duties.  Grant  this  for 
tlie  sake  of  Jesus  Christ.    Amen. 


tB.  Prayer  for  a  Famibj  ichen  any  Member  of  it 
is  sick,  proper  for  Morning  or  Evening, 

O  THOU  infinitely  great  and  glorious  God, 
thou  killest  and  makest  alive.  Thou  woundest, 
and  thy  hands  make  whole ;  thou  bringest  down 
to  the  grave,  and  bringest  back  again.  Thou 
dost  according  to  thy  will  in  the  armies  of  hea- 
ven, and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  and 
none  can  stay  thine  hand,  or  say  unto  thee.  What 
doest  thou  ?  Yet  righteous  art  thou  in  all  thy 
ways,  and  holy  in  all  thy  works.  Even  Avhen 
thou  afflictest  and  causest  trouble  and  heaviness 
to  fall  upon  us,  it  is  that  we  may  learn  righteous- 
ness from  thy  judgments,  and  receive  profit  from 
thy  correction.  Wherefore,  though  thou  hast 
now  visited  our  house  with  sickness,  and  art 
calling  us  to  humiliation  for  our  sins,  yet  we 
would  still  speak  good  of  thy  name,  and  love 
and  bless  thee.  We  desire  at  this  season  to  re- 
member all  the  past  mercies  with  which  thou 
hast  been  pleased  to  bless  us  and  our  household. 
God  forbid  that  our  present  grief  should  make 
lis  unmindful  of  the  constant  benefits  we  have 
enjoyed.  How  long  has  each  of  our  family  lain, 
down  and  risen  up,  gone  out  and  come  in,  in 
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health,  strength  and  peace  r  How  long  has  the 
candle  of  the  Lord  shone  upon  us  without  inter- 
mission ?  For  tliese  multipli^  fiivors,  blessed, 
O  Lord,  be  thy  good  and  holy  name  ;  since  the 
smallest  of  benefits  is  more  than  we  desierved, 
and  the  sharpest  affliction  less.  For  to  us,  on 
account  of  our  transgressions,  is  most  justly  due 
indignation  and  wrath,  tribuhation  and  anguish. 
"Wherefore,  then,  should  living  men  complain, 
men  and  transgressors,  for  the  punishment  of 
tlieir  sins?  Shall"  we  receive  so  much  good  at 
the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  shall  we  not  receive 
evil  ;  patiently  and  contentedly  receive  evil  al- 
so r  This  temper  we  know,  0  Lord,  is  our  bound- 
en  duty;  0  form  it  in  us.  And  as,  in  great 
compassion  to  us,  thou  hast  opened  a  way  of  re- 
lief for  us  under  every  trouble,'  by  directing,  com- 
manding, and  encouraging  us,  in  all  our  afflic- 
tions, to  pour  out  our  complaints  unto  thee,  and 
tell  thee  of  all  we  fear  and  feel ;  to  thee,  0  Fa- 
ther of  mercies,  do  we  make  our  supplication  at 
this  time.  O  Lord,  be  not  far  from  us.  In  en- 
tire submission  to  thy  most  wise  and  holy  will, 
do  we  now  earnestly  pray  for  that  person  whose 
sickness  fills  us  with  so  much  concern.  O  look 
upon  him  (or  her)  in  his  low  estate  ;  suffer  not, 
we  beseech  thee,  his  disorder  to  proceed,  and 
let  not  this  sickness  be  unto  death,  but  for  the 
manifestation  of  thy  grace  towards  us  all.  Thou 
knowest,  Lord,  his  frame ;  lay  no  more  upon 
him  than  thou  wilt  enable  him  to  bear  with  pa- 
tience and  quietness  of  mind.  And,  O  thou 
great  Physician,  without  whom  all  others  are  of 
jio  value,  do  thou  direct  to  the  most  proper  med- 
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Kines,  and  bless  tlie  art  of  healing  to  his  bodyj 
•and  our  great  comfort.  In  thj  due  time,  restore 
thy  servant  to  liealth  and  strength  again,  that  he 
may  have  a  longet*  day  of  grace  and  salvation, 
prove  more  useful,  and  do  more  good  in  his  gen- 
eration. In  tjlie  mean  time,  however  thou  shalt 
think  fit  to  dispose  of  him,  O  sanctify  unto  him 
this  affliction;  work  in  him  deep  liumiliation  for 
his  sin  ;  bless  him  with  repentance  unto  life ;  . 
enable  him  by  faith  to  behold  the  Lamb  of  God, 
and  to  trust  in  the  fountain  opened  in  his  blood 
for  the  remission  of  sins,  that,  being  justified 
through  faith,  he  may  have  peace  with  God  thro' 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Make  all  iiis  bed  in  his 
sickness,  and  let  patience  have  its  perfect  work 
in  his  soul.  Raise  him  up  to  praise  thy  name, 
to  pay  those  vows  he  makes  in  trouble  before 
the  assembly  of  thy  saints,  and  to  walk  in  new- 
ness of  life.  But  if  thou  dost  not  see  fit  to  spare 
thy  servant,  whom  w^e  are  now  remembering  be- 
fore thee,  0  prepare  every  one  of  this  family,  ac-  , 
cording  to  our  several  relations,  for  the  awful 
stroke.  With  respect  to  himself,  if  the  time  of 
his  departure  draweth  nigh,  O  let  his  heart  be 
comforted  by  thy  promises  in  Christ,  and  taste 
that  thou  art  gracious  unto  him.  May  his  soul 
be  safe  and  happy  in  the  hour  of  deatli ;  and,  in 
the  great  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Clirist,  may  he 
be  found  am(>ng  those  who  died  in  him. 

And  help  us  ail,  who  are  now  in  health,  to 
improve  tliis  loud  and  solemn  call  to  prepare  for 
our  own  sickness  and  disease.  Let  us  not  abuse 
our  bodily  strength  to  encourage  oui'selves  in 
sinful  security  and  impeniterice.    Give  us  al- 
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TT/iiys  to  be  ready,  by  performing  the  will  of  our 
.Lord,  that  whensoever  he  shall  come,  we  may 
be  found  of  him  in  peace,  and  enter  into  his  joy : 
thit  whenever  our  health  is  turned  into  sick- 
ness, and  our  strength  into  weakness,  and  our 
f*ase  into  sharp  pain,  we  may  not  be  cast  down 
<^r  perplexed,  but  feel  in  our  souls  those  sup- 
ports and  consolations   which  the  world  cannot 

ive,  nor  death  itself  take  away. 
Hear  us,  0  Lord  our  God,  in  these  our  hum- 
bie  requests  :  forgive  us   our  sins ;  and  accept 
0  ir  persons  and  our  service  through  Jesus  Christ 

ir  Lord.     Amen. 


♦'/  Family  Thanksgiving  fur  the  Recovery  of  a 
sick  Member  thereof. 

Most  gracious  and  holy,  good  and  merciful 
God  !  we  have  heard,  we  have  seen,  we  have  ex- 
perienced thy  love.  Blessed,  for  ever  blessed 
'^e  thy  name,  that  instead  of  being  known  to  us 
by  the  judgments  our  sins  have  deserved,  thou 
urt  manifested  to  us  as  a  God  willing  to  forgive 
dU  our  iniquities.  Thou  hast  delivered  our  eyee 
;rom  tears,  and  our  hearts  from  anguish.  Tliy 
^  ervant,  whom  thou  hast  lately  afflicted,  is  now 
a  monument  of  thy  sparing  mercy.  Thou  hast 
f  hastened  or  corrected  him  (or  her),  but  thou 
<  ast  not  delivered  him  over  unto  death.  Thou, 
Lord,  hast  turned  our  mourning  into  joy,  and 
ur  fears  into  songs  of  praise. 

O  may  this  tliy  servant,  whom  thou  Fiast  spar- 
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cd,  love  thee  more,  and  Avalk  more  exactly  be-> 
fore  tliee  in  the  kind  of  the  living.  We  beseech 
thee,  perfect  all  th^t  concerns  his  recovery  :  and 
grant  that  this  gracious  interposition  may  prop- 
erly aftect  both  him  and  every  one  of  us  in  this 
family.  From  henceforth  may  we  all  more  en- 
tirely depend  upon  thee  for  the  continuance  and 
preservation  of  our  dearest  ea.rthly  comforts: 
may  we  consider  them  as  thy  free  gifts,  O  Lord, 
and  know  that  thou  alone  makest  every  earthly 
blessing  be  to  us  what  it  is.  And  give  us  grace 
so  to  use  and  enjoy  all  our  temporal  comforts,  as 
those  who  know  the  fashion  of  this  world  pass- 
cth  away.  Grant  we  may  learn,  from  this  late 
affliction  in  our  familv  to  live  more  like  persons 
who  are  soon  to  be  separated  by  death,  and  to. 
give  all  diligence  to  grow  rich  towards  God, 
that  we  may  be  better  prepared  for  a  breach  in 
our  family  whenever  it  shall  come.  And  whom- 
soever of  us,  0  God,  thou  shalt  be  pleased  to  call 
away  first,  may  we  be  ready  to  obey  the  sum- 
mons ;  and,  though  parted  for  a  season  here,  be 
joined  again  in  heaven,  and  be  all  of  us  for  ever 
with  the  Lord,  and  with  one  another. 

That  we  may  none  of  us  fall  short  of  so  glori- 
ous an  end,T)  grant  us  a  clear  knowledge  of  the 
excellency  of  our  God,  and  a  firmer  dependence 
upon  the  word  of  thy  o;race.  Grant  us  a  stron- 
ger love  to  the  liOrd  Jesus  Christ,  and  a  greater 
resemblance  of  him  ;  that  each  of  us  in  our  par- 
ticular station  may  be  zealous  for  God,  full  of 
mercy  and  justice  towards  men,  and  ])08sess  ev- 
eiv  temper  whereby  God  can  be  glorified  in  us. 

Fill  our  minds  with  a  more  cheerful  and  live- 
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ly  sense  of  our  obligations  to  thee,  especially  for 
this  late  additional  mercy  :  write  it,  we  beseech 
thee,  on  our  hearts,  so  that  no  temptation  IVoni 
■without,  cfr  corruption  from  within,  may  make 
us  ever  act  as  if  we  forgot  it. 

And  now,  O  Lord,  we  again  present  both  our- 
selves and  family,  all  we  have  and  all  we  are,  a 
lively  sacrifice  unto  thee  for  all  our  remaining 
days.  Be  with  us  when  we  are  passing  through 
the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  ;  may  we  then 
fear  no  evil,  nor  have  cause  to  fear  any.  Guard 
us  through  the  gloomy  passage,  and  bring  us 
safe  to  thine  eternal  kingdom  and  glory.  We 
humbly  ask  all  these  blessings,  though  utterly 
unworthy  ourselves  of  any  notice,  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  ever  lives  to  mak^^. 
intercession  for  us.     Amex. 


d  Prayer  for  a  Woman  icJten  her  time  of  Trav- 
ail draics  near. 

O  God,  the  lielp  of  all  that  put  their  trust  in 
ihee;  the  support  of  the  weak,  and'ithe  relief  of 
the  needy ;  look  with  pity  upon  me  thy  servant, 
^who,  in  my  best  estate,  am  but  a  weak  and  help- 
less creature  :  and  much  more  in  the  condition  I 
am  now  in,  which  is  attended  v»ith  many  pains 
and  uneasiness,  under  v.hich  nothing  but  thy 
power  is  ab!o  to  support  me. 

O  Lord,  in  tliee  is  my  trust,  wl^.o,  I  know,  art 
able  and  v.illing  to  help  me  ;  I  repose  myself 
therefore  uauer  the  care  and  protection  of  tlii* 
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fatherly  goodness,  desiring  to  rest  upon  thee 
alone  tor  my  support,  who  art  the  rock  of  ages, 
and  the  strength  of  all  that  put  their  trust  in  thee. 
Oh  !  let  me  not  be  disquieted  with  the  fear  of 
any  evil,  since  none  can  happen  unto  me  without 
thy  leave  ;  nor  be  frightened  with  the  approach 
of  any  pains  ;  but  give  me  grace  patiently  to  re- 
sign myself  to  thy  blessed  will  in  all  things,  who 
knowest  what  is  best  for  me,  and  who,  I  trust, 
will  not  lay  upon  me  more  than  thou  wilt  enable 
nie  to  bear. 

OLord,  be  thou  graciously  pleased  to  propor- 
tion my  strength  to  my  weakness  ;  and  when 
pain  and  sorrows  have  taken  hold  on  me,  leave 
me  not  under  tliem,  I  beseech  thee,  but  save  and 
deliver  me  for  thy  mercy's  sake  ;  and  as  I  have 
hitherto  experienced  thy  fiitherly  goodness  in 
every  state  and  condition  of  my  life,  so  let  me 
still  find  the  continuance  of  it,  to  carry  me  thro* 
all  the  troubles  and  uneasinesses  of  this  life,  and 
more  particularly  to  enable  me  to  go  through 
th.e  time  of  my  travail,  which  is  now  drawing 
near  at  hand. 

O  Lord,  pardon  those  sins  that  have  made  me 
unworthy  of  iliy  care,  and  deal  not  with  me  as  I 
have  deserved,  but  according  to  thy  mercy,  and 
the  merits  of  thy  dear  Son  Jesus  Christ  the 
Righteous  ;  to  whiom,  with  thee,  O  Father,  and 
the  blessed  Spirit,  be  all  honor,  glory,  power, 
thanksgiving,  and  praise,  both  noM-  and  for  everr 
more.     Amen. 
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.5  Prayer  to  he  used  hy  a  Hushcmd,  or  other 
Friend,  in  private,  for  a  Woman  in  Labor  ; 
*^nd  which,  by  chanj^ing  I  for  we,  may  be  us- 
ed by  the  Friends  of  the  TFoman  in  her  Pres- 
ence. 

0  God,  out  refuge  and  strength,  I  fly  unto 
thee  for  succor,  in  behalf  of  thy  servant,  now  la- 
boring under  the  pains  and  anguish  of  child-birth. 
Shorten  her  sorrows,  increase  her  patience,  and 
lay  not  more  upon  lier  than  thou  wilt  enable  her 
to  bear. 

O  hear  her  prayers,  and  let  her  crying  come 
unto  thee ;  forsake  her  not,  I  beseech  thee,  when 
her  strength  faileth  :  give  her  a  humble  trust  and 
confidence  in  thy  goodness  ;  and  oh !  let  her 
find  that  the  support  and  comforts  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit  far  exceed  the  pains  that  she  is  now  to  go 
through. 

Give  her  quiet  submission  to  thy  blessed  will, 
and  in  thy  good  time  send  her  ease  and  deliver- 
ance. Preserve  that  infant  wliich  now  struggles 
for  its  biith  ;  and  (if  it  be  thy  good  pleasure) 
make  her  speedily  a  joyful  mother  of  a  hopeful 
child,  i^vit  may  live  to  be  an  instrument  of  thy 
glory,  and  useful  in  its  generation. 

0  Lord,  I  leave  her  in  thy  hands,  and  re- 
sign her  to  thy  Avill  ;  humbly  beseeching  thee  to 
deal  graciously  with  her,  through  the  merits,  and 
for  the  sake  of  thy  dear  Son,  and  our  only  Sav- 
ior Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 


11 
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^  Tlianks^iving  to  be  said  in  the  presence  of 
the  Woman  after  her  Delivery,  which  may  be 
used  for  sometime  afterward, 

O  Father  of  mercies,  and  God  of  all  comforts, 
we  thy  unworthy  servants  <lo  now  present  our- 
selves before  thee,  to  return  unto  thy  Divine 
Majesty  our  most  humble  and  unfeigned  thanks, 
for  that  thou  hast  vouchsafed  to  deliver  thy  ser- 
vant from  the  great  pain  and  peril  of  child-birth. 
Blessed  be  thy  name,  O  Lord,  that  thou  hast 
turned  her  sorrow  into  joy,  and  her  pains  into 
ease  and  refreshment ;  continue,  we  beseech 
thee,  thy  fatherly  goodness  to  her ;  let  thy  good 
providence  still  watch  over  her,  and  thy  strength 
support  her  under  all  the  weaknesses  of  her 
present  condition. 

And  grant,  0  most  merciful  Father,  that  not 
only  this  thy  servant,  but  every  one  of  us  here 
present,  may,  from  the  consideration  of  thy 
great  goodness,  be  excited  to  a  greater  love  to 
thee,  and  a  stricter  obedience  to  thy  laws  ;  that 
thou  mayest  still  delight  over  us  todo  us  good  ; 
and  that  we,  servin*  thee  faithfully  all  our 
days,  may  at  last  obtain  that  greatest  of  all  mer- 
cies, the  eternal  salvation  of  our  immortal  souls, 
tlirough  the  merits  of  tliy  Son,  and  our  only  Sav- 
ior Jesus  Christ. 

This  is  to  be  added  if  the  child  is  living. 

We  commend  likewise  to  thy  mercy  and  good- 
ness this  tender  infant ;  preserve  it,  that  it  may 
be  regenerated  and  born  again  by  baptism  ;  that 
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as  it  is  thine  by  creation,  so  it  may  thereby  be 
made  thine  by  adoption  and  grace,  and  be  daily 
renewed  by  thy  Holy  Spirit. 

Sanctify  it,  we  humbly  pray  thee,  and  take  it 
into  thy  protection,  and  so  fill  it  with  the  graces 
of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  it  may  be  of  the  number 
of  thy  faithful  servants,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
blessed  Lord  and  only  Savior.    Amen. 


Jl  Prayer  to  he  used  before  Partaking  of  the 
Lord's  Supper, 

Is  obedience  to  thy  command,  my  Savior  and 
my  God,  I  now  come  to  eat  of  that  bread,  and 
drink  of  that  cup,  which  is  designed  to  set  thee 
forth  manifestly  crucified  before  our  eyes.  O 
teach  me,  that  I  may^  come  with  knowledge  of 
the  nature  and  infinite  value  of  thy  sacrifice. 
May  I  feel  my  poverty  and  defilement,  and  draw 
iiigfi  with  a  true  heart,  utterly  rejecting  every 
other  way  of  salvation  men  naturally  trust  in, 
and  placing  all  my  hope  on  thy  blood  to  cleanse 
me  from  all  unrigliteousness.  I  would  come  with 
unfeigned  love,  designin;^  to  make  a  full  surren- 
der of  myself  to  thee,  thou  Lord  overall,  and 
head  of  the  church.  Thou  wast  pleased  to  for- 
give the  woman  who  was  an  infamous  sinner, 
and  bid  her  go  in  peace.  Thou  didst  declare 
tlie  publican  justified.  Thou  didst  put  away 
the  sin  of  Peter  who  denied  thee  with  oaths  and 
curses.  Thou  didst  take  up  the  crucified  thief 
immediately  into  glory,  upon  turning  to  thee  for 
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mercy.  Bless  me  also,  0  mj  Lord ;  forgive  iii^ 
transgressions  as  t'nou  didst  theirs.  In  this  feast, 
Itlt  v.p  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  me, 
that  I  may  know  that  lam  justified  by  thy  blood, 
and  shallbe  certainly  preserved  and  saved  by 
tliy  life  in  the  presence  of  God  foi-  thy  church. 
When  tlie  outward  and  visible  signs  of  thy  mer- 
itorious death  are  put  into  my  hands,  may  I,  by 
a  true  faith,  eat  thy  flesh  and  drink  thy  blood,  so 
as  to  find  it  meat  indeed  and  drink  indeed  unto 
my  soul,  so  that  I  may  dv/ell  in  thee,  and  thou 
in  me  ;  that  I  may  know  I  have  eternal  life,  and, 
that  thou  wilt  raise  m.e  up  at  the  last  day. 

May  thy  love   for   our  souls,   stronger  than 
death,  unite  us  all  in  love  to  each  other,  as  mem- 
bers  alike  of  thy  body  in  the  cluirch.     Whilst 
we  are  all   looking  upon  thee  the  just  suffering 
for  us  unjust,  may  every  angry  and  selfish  pas- 
sion die  away.     I^Iaj  brotherlj^  love  reign  in  ou] 
hearts,  and  be  continually  exercised  with  deligh 
amongst  us  all.     And  all  tlie  time  I  sojourn  ij 
the  flesh,  oive  me,  by  the  power  of  thy  grace  t 
keep  the  feast  upon  thee  our  passover  sacrifice^ 
for  us,  not  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and  wicls 
edness,  but  with  the  unleavened  bread  of  sincei 
ity  and  truth.     Grant  these  requests  for  tlie  glc 
ry  of  thy  great  name.     Amex. 


A  Tlianks^iving  and  Prayer  after  the  Sacr 
vient  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

I  DESIRE  \nth  all  my  soul  to  adore  and  ma 
nify  thy  blessed  name,  O  Lord  God,  my  heave 
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ly  Father,  for  all  the  expressions  of  thy  love  and 
bounty,  to  me  a  poor  unworthy  sinner.  Partic- 
ularly for  thy  precious  favors  and  the  renewed 
pledges  of  thy  love  in  Christ  Jesus,  which  I  have 
received  from  thee  this  day;  that  thou  hast  ad- 
mitted me,  not  only  into  thy  house  but  to  thy 
table  ;  and  used  me  as  thy  friend  and  the  child 
of  thy  family  ;  who  deserves  to  be  cast  out  as  an 
enemy,  and  to  be  trampled  even  as  the  oflf- 
scouring  of  all  things.  O  what  manner  of  love 
is  this,  tiiat  the  God  so  greatly  offended  by  us, 
should  not  only  forgive  us,  but  entertain  and 
feast  us  with  all  the  good  tilings,  wliich  our  bles- 
sed Savior  has  merited  and  prepared  for  us  ! 
Lord  what  is  man,  thou  art  so  mindful  of  him, 
and  the  son  of  man  that  thou  so  visitest  him! 
And  what  am  I,  one  of  the  vilest  and  sinfulest 
of  men,  that  the  great  liOrd,  so  ill  used  by  me, 
should  deal  so  exceedingly  graciously  with  me  ! 
O  make  me  to  know  the  things  that  are  freely 
given  me  of  Grod,  and  how  much  I  do  owe  unto 
the  lord,  for  all  thy  kindness  to  my  soul,  which 
thou  hast  redeemed  to  thyself.  O  give  me  a 
heart  deeply  sensible  of  thy  mercy,  and  stead- 
fastly purposing  to  live  to  thy  glory ;  that  I 
may  siiew  my  tiiankfulness  for  thy  benefits,  by 
my  obedience  to  thy  precepts.  0  keep  me  mind- 
ful of  tlie  vows  of  God  upon  me;  and  help  me 
io  live,  as  having  my  holy  Redeemer  now  dwell- 
ing in  me. 

And  as  I  have  received  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord, 

so  enable  me  to  walk  in   him  ;  to  walk  more 

worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all    well-pleasing  ;  to 

■fvalk  in  love,  as  Clirist  loved  us ;  and  to  go  on 

U* 
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in  the  strengtli  of  what  I  liave  received  iVom 
thee,  to  live  unto  thee  :  follovvinj];  after  holiness, 
as  being  not  only  brought  so  nigh  to,  but  inti- 
mately conjoined  with  the  holy  one  of  God. 

As  1  have  eat  and  drank  the  sacramental 
bread  and  wine,  to  tlie  nourishment  and  refresh- 
ment of  my  frail  body  ;  so  let  the  crucified  body 
and  eftused  blood  of  God  my  Savior,  nourish  and 
sustain  my  immortal  soul  unto  life  eternal :  and 
revive  me  witli  the  sense  of  thy  pardon  and 
peace,  and  love,  that  is  better  than  v.ine,  and 
better  than  life  itself. 

And  0  that  the  sacrifice  of  Christ  Jesus,  (that 
sacrifice  of  himseli)  which  he  oOered  upon  the 
cross,  and  which  I  have  this  day  been  commem- 
orating at  thy  table,  may  atone  for  all  t'lie  fail- 
ings and  miscarriages  in  my  preparations  and 
performances  !  That  upon  the  account  of  tliat 
grand  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world,!  maybe  spared  and  accepted  with  thae 
my  God,  liere  to  thy  blessed  love,  and  hereafter 
to  thy  heavenly  glory  :  through  him  that  gave 
himself  for  us,  and  has  also  given  himself  to  us  ; 
even  the  Son  of  thy  love  ;  and  tiie  great  Lover 
of  our  souls  :  for  wiiom,  and  to  whom,  with  thy 
eternal  Self  and  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  thanks  and 
praise,  and  honor,  and  glory,  ascribed  of  me,  and 
of  all  tl-y  church,  now  and  fur  evermore.  Amen* 
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Jl  Prayer  at  the  Close  or  Beginning  of  a  Vear, 

Eternal  Jehovah,  whose  nature  is  unchange- 
able, and  of  whose  years  there  is  no  end ;  we 
bless  thee  tliat,  amidst  all  the  vicissitudes  and 
dangers  to  which  we  are  subject,  thou  makest 
yOur  lives  thy  care.  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  help- 
ed us.  We  desire  this  day  to  call  to  remembrance 
the  years  of  the  right  hand  of  tlie  Most  High. 
Goodness  and  mercy  have  followed  us  all  tlie 
days  of  our  lives.  We  would  now  particularly 
call  to  mind  the  mercies  of  tlie  last  year.  We 
are  the  living,  the  living  to  praise  thee,  as  we  do 
this  day.  Blessed  be  God  for  all  the  mercies, 
personal  and  relative,  temporal  and  spiritual, 
with  which  the  pastj^ear  has  been  crowned. 

To  thy  care,  direction,  and  blessing  we  com- 
mit ourselves  and  each  other  for  the  following 
part  of  our  lives,  and  especially  for  the  year  en- 
suing. We  know  not  what  even  a  day,  and 
much  less  what  a  year,  may  bring  forth  :  nor 
would  we  wish  to  know.  It  is  enough  for  us  to 
be  assured  that  our  times  are  in  thy  hands. 
There  we  cheerfully  leave  ourselves  and  all  our 
concerns,  praying  and  believing  that  thou  wilt 
order  all  things  wisely  and  graciously  for  us. 

We  pray,  with  submission  to  thy  so^  ereign 
will,  that  thou  wouldst  continue  our  lives,  and 
preserve  our  health  and  comforts  to  the  close  of 
another  year.  But  especially  we  pray  that  thou 
wouldst  prepare  us  for,  and  sanctify  to  us,  the 
events  of  it,  vvhatsoever  they  may  be. 

We  would  humbly  lament  the  sins  of  the  year 
past,  as  vv'ell  as  all  the  former  sins  of  our  lives. 
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We  beseech  thee,  of  thine  infinite  mercy,  to  par* 
don  them ;  and  grant  us  grace  to  watch  and 
strive  against  the  repetition  of  tliem.  May  all 
old  things  pass  away,  and  all  things  become 
new. 

We  desire  to  begin  tlie  new  year  with  God. 
We  would  afresh  commit  ourselves  to  thy  care, 
and  consecrate  ourselves  to  thy  service.  And 
having  done  so,  M'e  desire  cheerfully  to  refer  all 
future  events  to  thine  infinite  wisdom,  and  fa- 
therly goodness. 

As  every  year  which  passes  brings  us  nearer 
to  death  and  eternity,  may  it  fi.nd  us  better  pre- 
pared for  our  great  change.  We  know  not  but 
this  year  may  be  our  last :  God  grant  that  it 
may  prove  our  best.  If  thou  hast  so  decreed 
that  this  year  any  of  us  shall  die,  O  grant  that 
death  may  be  no  terror  nor  surprise  to  us.  May 
we  be  dying  daily  to  sin  and  the  present  world, 
so  that  whenever  we  finish  this  mortal  life,  we 
may  enter  upon  that  infinitely  happy  one  which 
shall  never  end.  May  the  close  of  every  year, 
and  every  day,  find  us  wiser  and  better  :  more 
happy  in  ourselves,  more  useful  to  others,  and 
more  meet  for  that  world  where  days  and  years 
shall  be  unknown,  and  time  shall  be  no  more. 
In  thy  presence  may  we  there  all  spend  a  bless- 
od  eternity ! 
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Prayer  for  the  Morning  of  a  Public  Thanks* 
giving. 

Great  Parent  of  good,  to  thee  the  blessed 
..uiitain  of  life,  light,  jo  J,  and  comfort,  we  de- 
sire to  ascribe  all  glory.  Thou  art  essentially 
'  )ve ;  the  earth  is  full  of  thy  goodness,  and  thy 
•  snder  mercies  are  over  all  thy  works.  Thou 
feedest  the  3'oung  ravens  wlien  they  cry,  and 
givest  the  beasts  of  the  field  their  meat. 

But  special  cause  have  we,  to  praise  thee  for 
rjiy  goodness  to  man,  whom  tiiou  hast  made  but 
i  little  lower  than  tlie  angels ;  crowned  with 
^lory  and  honor,  and  formed  with  capacities  to 
know,  serve,  and  enjoy  thee,  the  supreme  good. 
We  thank  thy  good  providence  that  our  lines 
have  fallen  to  us  in  such  pleasant  places,  and 
that  we  have  such  a  goodly  heritage  ;  that  thou 
hast  fed,  and  clothed,  and  provided  for  us,  not 
the  necessaries  only,  but  so  many  of  the  com- 
forts and  conveniences  of  life  ;  that  thou  hast 
been  our  deliverer  in  dans;er,  our  help  in  trou- 
ble, and  our  guide  in  darkness.  We  would 
adore  that  goodness  which  has  been  our  protec- 
tion the  past  night,  in  the  defenceless  hours  of 
sleep  and  darkness,  and  causes  the  day  spring 
to  know  its  place. 

But  especially,  blessed  be  tlie  God  and  Fa- 
ther of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  we  are  bless- 
ed with  spiritual  blessings,  in  heavenly  tilings, 
in  Christ.  Glory  to  God  in  the  higliest,  that 
there  is  peace  proclaimed  on  earth,  and  good 
will  to  the  children  of  men.  We  thank  thy  mer- 
cy, that  the  joyful  sound  has  reached  our  ears  ; 
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that  we  enjoy  an  accepted  time  ;  that  we  have 
been  favored  with  so  many  instructions  and  mo- 
tives to  lead  us  to  the  knowledge,  and  to  quick- 
en us  to  the  practice,  of  our  duty  ;  and  that  not- 
withstanding all  our  unfruitfulness,  our  candle- 
stick is  not  yet  removed  out  of  its  place.  We 
are  among  tliose  monsters  in  creation,  who  have 
rebelled  against  that  gracious  Being  who  made 
them,  and  who  has  nouri  shed  and  brouglit  them 
up  as  children.  We  are  those  evil,  and  unthank- 
ful ones,  on  whom  thou  causest  thy  sun  to  rise, 
and  rain  to  descend.  Continually,  are  we  pro- 
voking thee,  to  take  from  us  thine  abused  mer- 
cies. 

0  that  thy  goodness  might  lead  us  to  repent- 
ance ;  and  will  God  enlarge  our  hearts,  to  praise 
his  sovereign  love,  for  all  his  rich  mercies.  Not 
unto  us,  0  Lord,  but  to  thy  name,  be  all  the 
praise. 

Prepare  our  hearts,  to  unite  with  thy  people, 
in  grateful  offerings,  for  private  and  public  mer- 
cies. We  thank  thee  that  we  have  our  ftivored 
lot,  in  a  land  wliere  thy  churches  are  planted  ; 
where  civil  and  religious  liberty  abounds  ;  where 
we  are  favored  with  the  means  of  useful  knowl- 
edge, and  the  blessingsjof  civil  government.  We 
offer  thee  our  grateful  acknowledgments,  in  par- 
ticular for  the  mercy,  which  has  crowned  the 
present  year ;  that  we  are  permitted  to  enjoy 
such  measures  of  health,  peace,  and  plenty  ;  that 
thou  hast  caused  the  earth  to  yield  its  increase, 
and  the  trees  their  fruit,  and  hast  so  liberally 
supplied  the  wants  of  thy  numerous  oft'spring. 

0  help  us  to  praise  thee  aright,  for  thy  good- 
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oess,  and  for  thy  wonderful  works  to  the  chil* 
dren  of  men ;  and  may  thy  mercy  and  loving 
kindness  be  still  continued.  O  thou  keeper  of 
Israel,  and  Savior  thereof,  be  thou  always  in  the 
nidst  of  us  ;  be  our  light,  our  defence,  and  glo- 
t;  though  our  iniquities  testify  against  us,  do 
5;hou  it  for  thy  name's  sake. 

Direct  in  the  great  councils   of  our  nation. 

Bless  thy  servant  the  President  of  these  states, 

ind  all  in  places  of  subordinate  trust.     Let  not 

;he  wicked  bear  rule,  nor  the   vile  be  exalted. 

Let  no  root  of  bitterness,  spring  up  to  trouble 

IS ;  lay  thy  restraints  on  the  strong  corruptions 

of  the  heart,  and  dispose  thy  people  to  a  due 

subjection  to   lawful  authority,  not  for  wrath, 

)ut  for  conscience   sake.     Bless  this  state  and 

the    government  more  immediately  over    us ; 

bless  all  means  for  the  advancement  ofknowl- 

.;d^e,  and  the  useful  arts  ;  and  may  thy  blessing, 

which  maketh  ricli,  rest   upon  our  basket,  our 

tore,  and  on  all  the   labor  of  our  hands.     But, 

bove  all,  we  pray  that  thou  wouldst  rain  down 

righteousness  upon  us;  cause  pure  and  undefil- 

f  d  religion  to  revive  ;  and  may  Zion  rise  from 

the  dust,  and  put  on  her  beautiful  garments.  Be 

>v'ith  the  ministers  of  thine  everlasting  gospel; 

?nd  may  their  hands  be  made  strong  by  the 

hands  oTthe  mighty  God  of  Jacob.     Extend  the 

kingdom  of  the  Redeemer  to  the  remotest  ends 

of  the  earth;  and   under  the   influence  of  that 

religion,  which  is  love;  may  war  have  an  end, 

aiid  all  tlie   members  of  this  thy  great  family 

'inite  in  brotherly  love. 

Establish  thy  precious  covenant  with  iis  of 
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this  house,  and  to  all  thy  gifts  wilt  thou  add  a 
grateful  heart.  Prepare  us  and  all  thy  people 
lor  the  public  solemnities  of  this  day  :  and  may 
we  so  offer  praise  that  we  may  glorify  God. 

We  commit  ourselves,  0  God,  and  all  for 
whom  we  ought  to  pray,  to  thy  infinite  mercy  in 
Christ  Jesus;  to  whom,  with  the  Father,  and 
Spirit  of  truth,  be  all  praise  through  everlasting 
ages.    Amex. 


A  Prayer  for  the  Evening  of  a  Public  Thanks- 


0  Lord  God  of  hosts,  thou  art  a  God  merciful 

and  gracious  ;  slow  to  anger,  of  great  kindness, 
and  forgivest  iniquity.  tJnder  this  endearing 
character,  we  'sinners,  desire  now  to  approach 
thy  mercy  seat ;  imploring  thy  grace,  and  bless- 
ing thy  great  and  glorious  name,  for  all  that 
goodness  in  which  thou  hast  been  passing  before 
us. 

Accept,  most  gracious  God,  our  repeated 
thanks  for  all  our  public,  domestic,  and  person- 
iil  blessings  and  privileges  ;  for  that  goodness, 
Vv'hich  has  attended  us  thus  far  in  the  journey  of 
life,  and  of  wl-ich  we  have  had  fresh  experience 
in  the  abundant  supplies,  and  blessings  of  the 
present  year.  Our  fathers  have  told  us  of  thy 
works  of  old,  and  our  eyes  have  seen  thy  salva- 
tion.    Thy  mercy,  O  Lord  !  endures  fu'  ever. 

But  we'rend  :r  special  thanks  to  thee.  Father 
of  mercies,  for  the  unspeakable  gift  of  thy  Son  ta 


a  guilty  vvorlfl,  and  that  gospel,  which  brings  life 
and  immortality  to  light.  Impress  us,  we  pray 
thee,  with  some  suitable  sense  of  thy  great,  num- 
berless, and  undeserved  favors.  O  leave  us  not 
to  abuse  all  these  precious  privileges,  and  per- 
vert them  to  our  aggravated  destruction  ;  leave 
us  not  to  dishonor  our  Almighty  friend  and  ben- 
efactor. May  such  a  deep  sense  of  thy  rich 
grace  impress  our  hearts,  as  shall  quicken  us 
to  duty,  and  restrain  us  from  every  thing  offen- 
sive to  tiiee. 

By  tlie  great  goodness  of  God  to  us ;  most 
unworthy  sinners,  may  we  be  disposed  to  be 
merciful,  as  our  Father  in  heaven  is  merciful  ; 
may  we  love  to  do  good  ;  be  ready  to  distribute,- 
willing  to  communicate,  and  disposed  to  forgive 
our  enemies.  We  humbly  implore  the  continu- 
ance of  thy  favor  and  kindness  ;  mercifully  do 
away  our  sins,  and  let  them  not  awaken  thy  just 
wrath.  Foolishness  is  bound  up  in  our  hearts, 
and  we  are  bent  to  backslide  ;  but  with  thee 
there  is  forgiveness.  0  forgive  all  our  sins,  and 
the  sins  of  our  land  ;  and  let  wisdom,  and  knowl- 
edge, be  tlie  stability  of  our  times,  and  the  fear 
of  the  Lord  our  treasure. 

Continue  to  be  the  Guardian,  and  Benefactor 
of  our  land  ;  not  in  the  wisdom  of  man,  or  an 
arm  of  flesh,  but  in  the  Lord  of  hosts  we  would 
put  our  trust.  Continue  our  peace,  and  increase 
our  prosperity  ;  scatter  every  dark  cloud  which 
hangs  over '•us  ;  bless  all  in  places  of  public 
trust ;  make  them  faithful,  and  may  they  receive, 
from  the  Fountain  of  Light,  all  needful  direc- 
tion. May  agriculture,  commerce,  and  useful 
12 
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arts  flourish  among  us  ;  and  all  institutions  for 
promoting  knowledge,  enjoy  thy  gracious  smiles. 
Be  with  those  that  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships  ; 
may  they  behold  the  works  of  the  Lord  there, 
and  his  wonders  in  the  deep,  and  be  brought  to 
their  desired  haven. 

Order  the  seasons  in  mercy  to  us  ;  and  may 
we  be  preserved  through  the  inclemencies  of 
the  approacliing  winter. 

Bless  this  state  ;  may  all  in  the  executive,  le- 
gislative and  judicial  departments  see,  and  pur- 
sue our  true  interests,  and  be  made  ministers  of 
God  for  good  ;  and  we  pray,  that  a  spirit  of  or- 
der, industry,  frugality,  temperance,  and  sub- 
mission to  lawful  authority,  may  prevail  among 
us.  O  God,  may  the  richer  blessings  of  thy 
grace  be  ours ;  teach  transgressors  th}"  ways, 
and  let  the  children  of  Zion  be  glad  in  their 
King.  Dispose  thy  people  to  enquire  after  thee, 
and  hear  those  tliat  pray  for  Jerusalem's  peace. 
O  give  thy  Son,  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance, 
and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his  pos- 
session :  and  may  the  time  speedily  come,  when 
they  shall  no  longer  hurt  or  destroy,  in  all  thy 
holy  mountain. 

Dv»  ell  in  this,  and  all  our  towns  ;  supply  des- 
titute flocks  witli  pastors  after  thine  ow^n  heart. 
and  send  forth  faithful  laborers  into  tliy  vine- 
yard. May  the  candle  of  Vne  Lord  ever  shine 
around  our  dwellings,  and  let  each  of  us  see  the 
salvation  of  God.  Accept,  most  gracious  God 
our  thanks  for  what  of  thy  goodness  v/e  have 
this  day  experienced  ;  for  the  many  bounties  o't 
thy  providence,  and  the  joyful  occasion,  and  op 
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portunity  we  have  had  to  unite  with  i\\y  people, 
in  public  ascriptions  of  praise.  Bless  these 
means  to  awaken  our  hearts  to  gratitude ;  ac- 
cept our  poor  attempts  to  serve  thee ;  and  may 
v/e  live  to  the  glory  of  our  Benefactor.  We  beg 
thy  care,  and  protection,  this  night.  Give  us  the 
rest  of  thy  beloved.  May  goodness,  and  mercy, 
follow  us  all  the  days  of  our  lives  ;  and  prepare 
lis  to  join  in  the  new  song  of  thy  redeemed  in 
heaven;  ascribing  to  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit, 
glory  without  end.     Amex. 


4^  Prayer  for  the  Morning  of  a  Public  Fast 

Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  Almighty,  we 
adore  thee,  as  the  sovereign  Lord,  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  universe,  by  whom  all  things  in  hea- 
ven and  earth  were  created,  and  constantly  up- 
held and  supported.  AVe,  Lord,  are  thy  crea- 
tures, and  acknowledge  ourselves  under  infinite, 
and  unceasing  obligations,  to  love,  serve  and 
obey  thee.  All  we  have  is  thine,  and  all  we  can 
render  to  thee,  is  our  most  reasonable  service. 
Thy  law  is  holy,  just,  and  good,  and  in  all  thou 
requirest,  thou  hast  united  our  duty  and  happi- 
ness. 

But,  Lord,  we  acknowledge,  that  M'e  have 
most  wickedly,  and  ungratefully  departed  from 
thee ;  and  that  God,  in  whose  hand  our  breath  is, 
and  whose  are  all  our  ways,  we  have  not  glorifi- 
ed. O  God,  we  confess  ourselves  utterly  vile, 
and  altogether  unclean,  in  tliy  sight.    All  the 
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faculties  of  our  souls  have  become  polluted,  by 
sin ;  our  understandings  are  dark  ;  our  wills  re- 
bellious, and  our  aftections  so  depraved,  that  we 
have  loved  and  served  the  creature  more  than 
the  Creator.  The  carnal  mind,  which  natural- 
ly reigns  witliin  us,  is  enmity  to  God;  and  this 
corrupt  fountain  has  defiled  all  our  actions.  We 
have  hated  instruction,  and  despised  reproof; 
have  abused  thy  goodness,  and  disregarded  t'ny 
warnings,  and  by  our  unthankfulness,  incorrigi- 
bleness,  and  disobedience,  are  continually  pro- 
voking thee  to  come  against  us  in  thy  wrath.  If 
thou  shouldst  mark  iniquities,  O  Lord,  who  could 
stand  ?  But  with  thee  there  is  forgiveness,  and 
we  have  thy  most  gracious  promise,  that  he  who 
confesseth  and  forsakelh  his  sin,  shall  find  mer- 
cy. O  God,  we  now  desire  to  take  hold  of  thy 
merciful  encouragement ;  acknowledging  our- 
selves without  excuse,  and  hating  and  renounc- 
ing our  evil  thoughts  and  w\ays,  we  would  cast 
ourselves  helpless  and  guilty  upon  the  arms  of 
thy  mercy ;  begging,  that  for  the  sake  of  thy 
Son,  thou  wouldest  blot  out  our  transgressions, 
and  not  enter  into  thy  judgment  with  us. 

As  this  day  is  set  apart  for  fasting,  humilia- 
tion and  prayer,  we  beg  that  God  would  pour  on 
us,  and  all  his  people,  a  spirit  of  grace  and  sup- 
plication, of  repentance,  and  reformation.  Give 
us  an  aft'ecting  sight  of  the  hatefulness  of  sin  ; 
may  we  rend  our  hearts,  and  not  our  garments, 
and  break  oft' our  sins,  by  working  rigliteousness, 
that  we  may  keep  such  a  fast  as  the  Lord  shall 
choose.  Prepare  us  for  the  blessings  of  true  pen- 
itents, and  enable  all  thy  people  to  bring  lorth 
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fruits,  meet  for  repentance,  by  forsaking  the 
ways  of  sin.  Cause  the  wickedness  of  the  Vv ick- 
ed  to  come  to  an  end  ;  may  tlie  Redeemer  come 
to  Zion,  and  turn  away  ungodliness  from  Jacob, 
and  let  the  converts  of  righteousness  be  greatly 
multiplied.  Withdraw  not,  we  beseech  thee, 
the  tokens  of  thy  favor  from  the  land  of  our  na- 
tivity ;  remove  the  judgments  we  feel  ;  pre- 
serve us  from  those  we  justly  fear ;  may  the  mer- 
cies we  enjoy  be  continued,  and  those  we  need 
be  bestowed.  Rule  in  the  hearts  of  our  rulers  ,: 
counsel  our  counsellors,  and  give  our  senators 
wisdom.  Preserve  us  from  internal  disorder, 
and  from  foreign  injury  and  invasion.  Bless  us 
when  we  go  out,  and  when  we  come  in  ;  may 
the  voice  of  health  and  rejoicing  be  heard  in  all 
our  habitations  :  Open  thy  bountiful  hand,  and 
supply  the  wants  of  thy  numerous  oftspring, 
w  liose  eyes  are  w  aiting  on  thee  for  the  supplies 
of  another  year.  Cause  the  earth  to  bring 
forth  grass  for  cattle  and  herb  for  the  service  of 
man.  Continue  thy  blessed  gospel  among  us  ; 
and  may  every  heart  welcome  the  joyful  sound. 
Fill  the  world  with  thy  glory,  and  the  rich  favor 
of  tiiy  grace. 

^^'il^  God  accept  our  thanks,  for  all  the  pub- 
lic and  private  blessings,  bestowed  on  such  un- 
worthy creatures.  We  thank  thee  for  the  quiet 
and  refiesh.ing  rest  of  the  past  niglit,  and  the 
liglit  and  comforts  of  this  morning;  n^.ay  we  this 
day  be  directed,  and  preserved  in  all  our  ways. 
Prepare  us  for  the  duties  of  thy  public  A\orsl»ip  ; 
prepare  a  word  for  our  liearts,  and  our  hearts  to 
receive  it  ?.Iay  we,  and  thy  people,  preeient  be- 
12* 
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lore  God  tVie  oblation  of  a  broken  and  contrite 
heart ;  and  may  it  be  our  concern,  not  to  appear 
unto  men  to  fast,  but  to  liim  who  seeth  in  secret. 
Without  any  merit  or  worthiness  of  our  own» 
we  ofter  these  our  requests,  through  the  media- 
tion of  oar  exalted  High  Priest,  to  whom,  with 
the  Fatlier,  and  Holy  Spirit,  be  equal  hoaors, 
and  everlasting  praises.    Amex. 


,  A  Prayer  for  the  Evening  of  a  Public  Fast 

0  God,  thou  art  a  great  God,  and  a  great 
King  above  all  Gods.  The  heavens,  even  tlie 
heavens  are  thine,  and  all  their  hosts;  the  earth 
is  thine,  and  the  fulness  thereof;  the  world  and 
they  who  dwell  therein.  Thou  art  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  behold  iniquity,  neither  shall  evil  dwell 
with  tiiee  ;  thou  art  also  good,  and  doest  good, 
deligiiting  in  mercy.  We,  Lord,  are  witnesses 
and  monuments  of  thy  goodness,  for  it  is  of  thy 
mercy,  that  we  are  not  consumed.  It  is  infinite 
mercy,  whicli  gives  us  leave  to  pray,  and  to  hope 
for  tiiy  forgiveness.  Blessed  be  God,  for  that 
blood,  wliich  cleanseth  from  all  sin;  for  that 
perfect  righteousness,  which  justifieth  tlie  ungod- 
ly. As  sinners,  we  now  present  ourselves  before 
thee,  pleading,  for  mercy,  and  forgiving  grace. 
We  desiie  to  forsake  every  false  refuge,  and  to 
lay.  open  oui-  guilt,  and  wretchedness. 

Thou,  0  God,  hast  been  a  constant  witness  of 
all  the  follies  of  our  youth,  and  the  sins  of  our 
riper  years.     How  great  has  been  the  pride,  the 
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inbelief,  and  tlie  (»bstinacy  of  our  hearts?  We 

*:ave  been  lovers  of  pleasure,  more  than  lovers 

'if  God.     We  have  said  to  the  gold,  thou  art  our 

lOpe,  and  to  the  tine  gold,  thou  art  our  confi- 

lence.     We  have  been  walking  in  the  way  of 

•ur  own  hearts,  and  in  the  sight  of  our  own  eyes, 

vhile  we  have  been  practically  saying  to  God, 

iepart  from  us,  for  Ave  desire  not  the  knowledge 

f  thy  ways. 

We  confess,   that  this,  our  wickedness,  has 

been  aggravated,  by  all  the   counsels  and  warn- 

i.igs,  the  light  and  love,  the  vows  and  promises, 

against  wliich  we  have  sinned. 

Under  this  load  of  guilt,  we  now  make  our 
r.umble  flight  to  thy  throne  of  mercy,  seeking 
I  ardon,  through  the  blood  of  atonement. 

To  thee,  0  God,   would   we   also   bring  our 
wretched   heaits,  begging  thee   to   form  them 
anew,  by  thy  Holy  Spirit.     May   we  turn  with 
nahorrence  from  all    sin  ;   let   nothing  appear 
sinall  by  which  God  is  offended,  or  the  soul  de- 
stroyed ;  and  may  we,  and  all  thy  people,  prove 
I  he  sincerity  of  our  repentance,  by  tryin^<r  our 
l.oarts  and  ways,  and  turning  unto  the  Lord.  O, 
liat  tiiouglitless  multitudes  might  have  their  at- 
v.ntion  awakened,  to  inquire,  wliat  they  shall  do 
<  be   saved  ;  and   may  those  who  are  stiivifio- 
;ainst  sin,  never  be  weary,  nor  fiiint  in  lieir 
inds.     vSucceed   a   preached  gospel  ;   may  it 
very  where  be  attended   Mith   the  demonstia*^^. 
i  m  of  the  Spirit,  and  v  it!i  power* 

Let  glory  dwell  in  our  land  ;  preserve  our  na- 
tional rights,  and  niay  the  civil  and  religious 
privileges  v/liich  we  enjoy,  be  transmitted  co  our 
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posterity.  Make  our  rulers  public  benefactors, 
let  not  the  tliin2;s  of  our  political  peace  be  ever 
hidden  from  their  eyes ;  and  may  we  feel  the 
importance  of  entrusting  our  national  concerns 
to  those  who  fear  God,  and  hate  covetousness. 
Bless  our  colleges  and  literary  institutions  ;  may 
streams  flow  from  these  fountains,  which  shall 
make  glad  the  city  of  our  God.  Smile  upon  us, 
with  respect  to  the  seasons  ;  give  us  a  suitable 
seed  time,  and  a  plentiful  harvest ;  favor  us 
with  the  former  and  latter  rains  ;  preserve  us 
from  destructive  frosts,  devouring  insects,  blast- 
ing mildew,  and  all  the  ministers  of  divine 
■wrath.  Preserve  us  from  sickness  and  pestilen- 
tial diseases. 

May  things  ever  go  well  with  us ;  dispose 
thy  people  to  the  practice  of  all  those  duties  on 
which  the  v/elfiire  of  society  depends  ;  restrain 
a  spirit  of  faction  and  division  ;  subdue  that  self- 
isliness  whicii  produces  perilous  times  ;  and  may 
that  righteousness  whicli  exalteth  a  nation,  be 
promoted. 

Regard  our  wretclied  world  with  pity  :  be  tlie 
defender  of  the  righteous  cause,  and  in  thee  may 
tlie  helpless  find  an  Almighty  fi  lend.  Still  the 
commotions  ol  the  earth,  and  carry  headlong  the 
counsels  of  those  who  are  taking  counsel  against 
the  Lord,  or  the  welfare  of  society. 

Accept  our  thanks  for  the  outward  mercies, 
and  religious  privileges,  we  havetliis  day  enjoy- 
ed. Our  prayers  need  pardon,  and  our  tears, 
the  blood  of  sprinkling,  to  wash  them.  Seal  in- 
struction to  our  hearts  ;  impress  us  with  a  deep- 
er sense  of  the  evil  and  destructive  nature  of 
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sin  ;  and  as  we  have  confessed,  so  help  us  to  for- 
sake sin.  Will  God  bless,  and  buildup  our  fami- 
ly; whatever  we  are  denied  of  present  things, 
tieny  us  not  an  interest  in  thy  favor,  which  is 
better  than  life.  May  we  lie  down  this  niglit, 
pardoned  and  accepted  ;  sleep  in  safety,  awake 
in  peace  ;  and  in  thy  due  time,  admit  us  to 
dwell  in  thy  presence,  where  is  fulness  of  joy, 
and  at  thy  right  hand,  where  are  pleasures  for 
ever,  there  to  render  tliose  ceaseless  praises, 
which  are  due  to  the  King  Eternal,  Immortal 
and  invisible,  to  whom  be  honor,  and  glory,  for 
ever.     Amex. 


A  Morning  Prayer  for  a  School. 

Oar  Father  in  heaven,  v/e  tliy  creatures,  de- 
sire now  to  draw  near  unto  thee,  and  worship 
before  the  Lord,  our  Maker.  Thou,  O  God,  hast 
made  us,  and  in  thy  sovereign  goodness  hast 
made  us  wiser  than  the  beasts  of  the  field,  or  the 
fowls  of  heaven,  hast  given  us  minds  to  know, 
love  and  enjoy  t'liee,  whose  favor  is  life.  To  thee, 
()  God,  we  are  indebted  for  all  we  possess.  We 
live  in  thy  world  ;  we  breathe  thy  air  ;  and  are 
fed  at  thy  table ;  and  we  confess  it  to  be  our  du- 
ty, and  happiness,  to  love  and  serve  thee,  with 
all  our  hearts;  and  to  love  one  another  as  chil- 
dren of  the  same  Father,  and  mem'oers  of  the. 
same  family.  15ut  we.  Lord,  have  sinned,  and 
done  very  wickedly  ;  foolishness  is  bound  up  in. 
^our  hearts.     Thou   hast  called,  but  we  have  re- 
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fused  ;  tliou  hatii  stretched  out  thy  hand,  but 
we  have  not  reo:arded,  but  have  set  at  nought 
thj  counsel,  and  would  not  hearken  to  thy  re- 
proof. We  now  beg  thee,  0  God,  whose  glory 
it  is  to  forgive  sin,  to  forgive  us  all  our  sins,  and 
may  they  not  rise  against  us  in  the  judgment  to 
condemn  us-  We  thank  thee,  that  Jesus  Christ 
came  to  suffer  and  die  for  sinners,  and  that  he  is 
exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Savior,  to  give  re- 
pentance to  Israel  and  remission  of  sins.  Par- 
don us  for  his  sake.  May  we  love  our  blessed 
Redeemer,  and  live  henceforth  not  to  ourselves, 
but  to  him  who  died  for  us.  Make  us  like  him 
who  was  the  chief  among  ten  thousands,  and  al- 
together lovely.  May  we  be  meek,  and  lowly, 
and  true,  and  kind  as  the  Son  of  God  was  ;  like 
him,  may  we  be  disposed  to  help  all  who  are  in 
distress,  and  to  be  continually  employed  in  do- 
ing good.  Bless  each  of  us,  O  God,  and  all  our 
friends  and  benefactors. 

Bless  the  youth  here  before  thee  ;  by  the 
means  they  enjoy,  may  they  have  their  minds 
enlightened,  and  receive  that  instruction,  whicli 
is  needful  to  fit  them  for  every  service  to  which 
they  shall  be  called.  Turn  off  their  minds  from 
beholding  vanity  ;  may  they  learn  to  love  and 
serve  the  Lord,^  and  to  feel  the  importance  of 
their  time  and  privileges.  Help  them  to  flee 
youthful  lusts,  which  war  against  the  soul,  and 
to  take  heed  to  their  ways  according  to  thy 
word.  j^'Iay  they  so  employ  the  precious  seed 
time  they  now  possess,  that  they  may  secure  a 
glorious  harvest  of  present  comfort  and  future 
glory. 
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We  acknowledge  tliy  good  providence,  which 
has  preserved  us  another  night.  "We  liave  slept 
in  safety,  and  awoke  in  peace,  for  th.ou.  Lord, 
hast  sustained  us.  Will  God  be  this  day  our 
guide  and  guard  ;  keep  us  from  all  evil,  but  es- 
pecially from  sin.  In  dependence  on  thy  grace, 
may  it  be  our  resolution  that  our  hearts  shall 
not  reproach  us  so  long  as  we  live ;  and  may  we 
die  in  peace,  and  fall  asleep  in  Jesus  ;  to  whom, 
with  thee,  the  Father,  and  thine  Eternal  vSpirit, 
be  glory  for  ever.     Amen. 


Jn  Evening  Prayer  for  a  School. 

Incomprehensibly  great  and  ever  glorious 
God,  we  adore  thee  as  a  Being,  Infinite,  Eternal 
and  Unchangeable.  Thou  canst  do  whatever 
tiiou  pleasest.  Thou  seest  at  once  all  things 
which  have  been,  are  now  or  will  be.  Thy  good- 
ness is  over  all  thy  works.  Thou  feedest  the 
ravens  when  they  cry,  and  givest  to  every  beast 
his  meat.  It  is  thy  hand,  great  Parent  of  good, 
wiiich  spreadest  our  table,  and  fillest  our  cup  ; 
and  though  we  are  continually  provoking  thee, 
by  our  sins  to  destroy  us,  still  tliou  art  doing  us 
good,  and  waiting  to  be  gracious.  We  thank 
thee,  that  anodier  day  is  added  to  our  forfeited 
lives  ;  hear  us,  0  God,  while  we  ask  thy  contin- 
ued care ;  keep  us  this  night,  and  in  the  de- 
fenceless hours  of  sleep,  spread  over  us  thy  -j)ro 
tecting  wing.  May  we  lie  dov.  h  and  rise  up  with 
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solemnizing  thoughts  of  God  ulio  always  sur- 
rounds us  with  his  presence. 

Look  with  a  favorable  regard  upon  the  youth 
that  attend  here,  for  the  purposes  of  instruction ; 
in  this  important  part  of  their  existence,  may 
they  attain  that  knowledge,  and  acquire  those 
principles  of  conduct,  which  shall  render  them 
blessings  to  their  friends  and  society,  and  orna- 
ments to  religion.  Bless  the  families  of  which 
tliey  are  severally  members  ;  and  may  they 
who  are  entrusted  with  their  education,  feel  the 
importance  of  bringing  tliem  up  in  the  way  in 
which  they  should  go,  that  wlien  they  are  old 
they  may  not  depart  from  it.  Early  possess  their 
hearts  by  thy  heavenly  grace  ;  may  they  be  so- 
ber, just,  holy,  temperate  in  all  things;  obedient 
to  their  parents ;  and  may  they  return,  with 
grateful  love,  tlie  kindness  of  those  who  have 
supported  and  protected  their  infant  days.  Lead 
them  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  them  from 
evil.  May  they  seek  the  Lord  while  he  is  to  be 
found,  and  call  upon  him,  while  he  is  near. 
Bless  our  fellow  men  wliom  thou  hast  taught  us 
to  love.  Bless  our  native  country,  and  make 
this  the  glory  of  all  lands.  ^-lay  the  rising  gen- 
eration  be  a  generation  to  thy  praise. 

Make  us  all  thy  children  ;  fit  us  to  ser^e 
tliee  here,  and  to  enjoy  theo  for  ever  ;  which  we 
humbly  beg,  througli  the  infinite  merits  of  tl.e 
Divine  Redeemer;  to  whom,  with  the  Father  of 
mercies,  and  Spirit  of  truth,  be  rendered  all  hon- 
or, glory  and  praise,  world  without  end.    Amen. 
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-.   Prayer  at  the  beginning  of  any  Sickness 
ivhicli  may  be  also  used  during  its  contini^ 

ance. 

0  Almighty  God  and  merciful  Father,  whose 
"never-failing  providence  ordereth  all  things  both. 
in  heaven  and  earth  ;  I  desire,  with  the  profound- 
est  reverence,  to  humble  myself  before  thee,  ac- 
knowledging that  thou,  even  in  thy  severest  dis- 
pensations, hast  kind  intentions  and  gracious 
designs  towards  us ;  behold  me,  thy  poor  ser- 
vant, upon  wliom  thou  hast  been  pleased  to  lay 
thine  afflicting  hand  ;  sanctify,  I  beseech  tliee, 
tiiis  tiiy  fatherly  correction  to  me,  and  grant 
that  I  may  receive  it  with  all  the  patience  and 
submission  of  a  dutiful  cinld.  Suffer  me  not,  O 
Lord,  to  murmur  or  repine  under  any  dispensa- 
tions of  thy  providence ;  but  let  all  that  irj  af- 
iiicting  to^me  be  a  means  to  wean  me  from  the 
world,  to  bring  me  nearer  to  tliyself,  and  to 
purge  away  all  that  dross  and  deiiiement  whick 
mj  soul  has  contracted  in  tliis  sinful  life.  I 
know,  0  Lord,  tliat  thy  judgments  are  right, 
and  that  thou  of  thy  goodness  hast  caused  me  to 
he  troubled  ;  0  give  me  such  a  measure  of  grace 
md  patience,  as  may  enable  me  cheerfully  and 
V  illingly  to  submit  my  v/ill  to  thine. 

1  acknowledge,  0  Lord,  that  1  have  justly  de- 
served to  be  severely  dealt  vvith  by  thee :  for 
-^lotwithstanding  all  Vue  gentle  methods  which 
thou  hast  used  towards  me,  I  have  not  loved 
thee  as  I  ought  to  do  ;  but  in  the  days  of  health 
and  prosperity  have  forgotten  thee,  my  God,  and 
Tiirnf'd  a^idf  after  variitv  and  frl!v>>mt-  0  mer- 
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ciful  Father,  let  not  my  sins  provoke  thee  to 
turn  away  thy  face  from  me  thy  servant,  now 
seeking  unto  thee  in  this  time  of  my  trouble  ; 
shut  not  up  the  bow  els  of  thy  tender  compassions 
from  me :  but  for  tlie  merits  and  intercession  of 
thy  beloved  Son,  pardon  all  my  sins,  the  proper 
causes  of  all  my  sorrows,  and  vouchsafe,  I  be- 
seech thee,  for  his  sake,  to  be  reconciled  unto 
me.  0  suffer  me  not  to  sink  under  tlie  heavy 
load  and  burden  of  my  transgressions,  but 
stretch  forth  thy  helping  hand  to  save  and  de- 
liver me,  and  say  unto  my  soul,  I  am  tliy  salva- 
tion. 

O  Lord,  support  me  under  all  my  pains,  weak- 
nesses, and  infiimities ;  strengthen  my  faitli,  en- 
large my  hopes,  increi?se  my  charity,  and  perfect 
my  repentance.  Make  tliou  my  bed  in  my  sick- 
ness, and  lay  not  more  upon  me  than  thou  wilt 
enable  me  to  bear  ;  give  a  blessing  to  tlie  means 
that  shall  be  used  for  my  recovery  ;  and  if  it  be 
thy  good  pleasure,  restore  me  to  my  former 
health,  that  I  may  lead  the  residue  of  my  life  in 
thy  fear  and  to  thy  glory  ;  but  if  thou  hast  de- 
termined that  this  sickness  shall  be  unto  death, 
gr^t,  O  merciful  Father,  that  the  more  the  out- 
ward man  decayeth,  so  much  the  more  I  may 
find  the  inner  man  strengthened  and  renewed 
witli  thy  grace  and  Holy  Spirit.  Ogive  me  ^race 
so  to  take  thy  visitation,  that  after  t)iis  painful 
life  is  ended,  I  may  dw  ell  w  ith  thee  in  life  ever- 
lasting, througii  tlie  merits  and  mediation  of  Je- 
sus Christ  my  dear  and  only  Savior.     Amen. 

Our  Father,  Sfc. 
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A  Prayer  for  Trust  in  God  in  Sickness. 

0  Almighty  God,  our  only  help  in  time  of  trou- 
ble, look  witli  pity  and  compassion  upon  me,  now 
under  thy  afflictino;  hand.  Be  thou  my  stay  and 
confidence  under  all  my  sorrows  and  afflictions, 
and  suffer  me  not  to  sink  under  the  weight  of 
them  through  any  dejections  or  faintness  of  spi- 
rit. 

Give  me  such  an  entire  trust  and  confidence 
in  thy  mercy,  tlirough  the  merits  of  my  dear  Re- 
deemer, that  I  may  cast  all  my  care  upon  thee, 
and  with  cheerfulness  commit  myself  into  thy 
hands,  assuredly  believing  that  all  things  shall 
work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  thee ; 
and,  0  Lord,  grant  that  I  may  be  found  such  an 
one,  as  through  thy  great  mercy  may  be  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  thy  gracious  promises.  Make 
me  willing  and  ready  to  yield  to  thy  wisdom, 
and  to  prefer  thy  will  before  my  own ;  to  be  con- 
tented to  bear  what  tliou  pleasest,  and  to  be 
eased  of  my  burden  in  thy  time,  which  is  always 
best.  But,  0  Lord,  however  thou  art  pleased  to 
deal  with  my  body,  yet  spare  my  soul,  I  beseech 
thee,  and  deliver  it  from  the  bitter  pains  of  eter- 
nal death.  0  take  me  not  out  of  tiiis  world,  till 
thou  art  reconciled  unto  me,  and  hast  fitted  me, 
in  some  measure,  for  thy  heavenly  kingdom- 
Grant,  O  Lord,  that  whether  1  live,  I  may  live 
unto  thee  ;  or  whether  I  die,  I  may  die  unto 
thee ;  so  that  living  and  dying  I  may  be  thine, 
throufi;h  Jesus  Christ,  my  ever  blessed  Savior 
and  Redeemer.     Amen. 


O 
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*(i  Frayer  after  Recovery  from  Sickness^. 

O  MOST  mighty  God  and  merciful  Father,  I, 
thy  unworthy  servant,  whom  thou  hast  raised  up 
from  a  dangerous  sickness,  do  now  present  my- 
self before  thee,  acknowledging  it  to  be  owiuc 
to  thy  goodness  alone,  that  I  am  now  alive,  and 
have  once  more  an  opportunity  of  offering  up 
my  prayers  and  praises  at  the  throne  of  grace. 
Thou,  0  Lord,  liast  chastened  me  and  corrected 
me,  but  hast  not  given  me  over  unto  death: 
blessed  therefore  be  that  Divine  Wisdom,  v/hich 
saw  this  late  affliction  seasonable.  Blessed  be 
that  tender  compassion,  which,  in  the  midst  of 
wrath,  remembered  mercy  ;  wliich  made  all  my 
bed  in  my  sickness,  passed  by  my  impatience 
and  many  infirmities,  and  inclined  a  willing  ear 
unto  my  supplications,  when  I  cried  unto  thee 
in  the  time  of  my  distress  :  blessed  be  the  pow- 
erful influence  of  that  grace,  which  disposed  my 
heart  to  considerntion  and  repentance.  But, 
abQve  all,  blessed  for  ever  be  that  power  and 
goodness,  whicli,  by  sparing  me,  when  I  had  de-^ 
served  to  be  cut  oflF)  has  now  given  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  rectiiying  the  errors  of  my  past  life, 
and  reforming  wliatever  is  amiss  in  me. 

O  Lord,  let  not  this  goodness  of  thine^  nor 
my  own  serious  purpose  of  better  obedience, 
ever  slip  out  of  my  mind  ;  but  preserve  in  me  a 
constant,  tender  sense  of  the  great  obligations  I 
lie  under  of  serving  thee  faithfully  all  my  days; 
make  me  every  day  more  and  more  zealous  in 
promoting  thy  glory,  and  the  good  of  my  breth- 
ren ;  in  studying  to  please  thee  better  than  I 
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have  ever  yet  clone  ;  and  in  devoting  the  remain- 
der of  tiiat  life,  wliicli  thou  hast  given  me,  to  the 
service  of  tliee,  my  gracious  Benefactor. 

I  humbly  offer  and  present  unto  tliee  my  soul 
and  body,  which  thou  hast  so  mercifully  preserv- 
ed, beseeching  thee  to  take  them  into  thy  custo^- 
dy.  0  let  not  the  return  of  my  liealth  be  ac- 
companied with  a  return  to  my  former  sins  and 
follies  ;  but  let  the  experience  I  have  had,  how 
little  any  thing  will  profit  in  the  time  of  trouble, 
besides  a  good  conscience,  so  effectually  con- 
vince me  of  the  necessity  of  a  good  life,  so  pow- 
erfully persuade  me  to  tlie  practice  of  religion, 
that  I  may  make  it  the  great  study  and  endeav- 
or, the  constant  business  and  employment  of  my 
whole  life,  to  love,  adore,  and  serve  thee,  and  in 
all  things  to  become  such  as  thou  wouldst  have 
me  to  be. 

But,  O  Lord,  forasmuch  as  without  thee  I  am 
not  able  to  please  tliee,  mercifully  grant  unto 
me  such  a  measure  of  tliy  grace,  as  may  enable 
me  to  amend  whatever  has  been  amiss  in  the 
temper  and  disposition  of  my  mind,  or  in  any  of 
the  actions  of  my  life.  Oh  !  let  me  never  more 
be  led  awav  by  the  deceitful  promises  of  the 
world,  the  flesh,  or  the  devil ;  but  grant,  0  my 
God,  that  my  hopes  and  affections  may  be  unal- 
terably fixed  upon  that  eternal  and  unchangea- 
ble happiness,  which  thou  hast  prepared  for  them 
that  love  thee.  Let  the  thoughts  and  expecta- 
tions of  death  and  judgment  be  so  constantly, 
so  powerfully  present  to  my  soul,  as  effectually 
to  work  upon  my  mind,  and  to  bring  forth  in  mc 
the  fruits  of  a  holy  and  religious  life.  Let  the 
13* 
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pains  and  troubles  I  have  lately  felt,  inspire  ht 
with  a  tender  pity  and  compassion  for  the  mise- 
ries  and  calamities  of  others,  and  make  me 
read}^,  upon  all  occasions,  to  contribute  what  I 
can  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  my  brethren : 
and  oh !  let  those  talents  which  tliou  hast  afresli 
committed  to  mj-  trust, be  so  faithfully  improved 
for  thy  glory,  the  good  of  others,  and  the  benefit 
of  my  own  soul,  that  whenever  thou  shalt  call 
me  to  give  an  account  of  my  stewardsip,  I  may 
not  be  condemned  as  an  unprofitable  servant, 
but  may  be  found  such  an  one  as  thou  shalt  then 
pronounce  faithful,  and  bid  to  enter  into  the  joy 
of  my  Lord. 

Grant  this,  0  merciful  Father,  tlirough  tlie 
mej-its,  and  for  the  sake  of  thy  dear  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  ;  to  whom,  with  thee,  and  the 
ever  blessed  Spirit,  be  ascribed,  as  is  most  due, 
by  me,  and  every  creature,  all  honor,  glory, 
power,  dominion,  thanksgiving,  and  i)raise, 
throughout  all  ages.    A?ien. 


^3  Prai/er  to  he  used  by  one  ivhoifi  goin<!:  a  Jour- 
ney, ivhich  may  be  added  to  the  usual  Devo" 
tions. 

O  God,  who  art  alike  present  in  all  places, 
and  preservest  man  and  beast ;  blessed  be  thy 
name  for  the  knowledge  thou  hast  given  me  of 
thy  wise  and  merciful  providence,  v\ho  makest 
thy  angels  ministering  spirits  for  them  that  shall 
ibe  iieirs'of  salvation. 
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1  commit  my  soul  and  body  to  thy  protection^ 
who  art  tlie  defender  of  all  them  that  put  their 
trust  in  thee.  To  thee,  0  Lord,  do  I  commit  my- 
self and  all  that  belongs  to  me;  I  entirely  depend 
on  thy  goodness  to  be  with  me,  and  prosper  me 
in  the  way  that  I  am  going.  Give  thy  holy  an- 
gels charge  of  me,  and  defend  me  from  all 
thieves  and  robbers,  and  from  all  casualties  and 
evil  accidents,  if  it  be  thy  blessed  will ;  and,  I 
beseech  thee  more  especially  to  accompany  me 
with  the  presence  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  to  pre- 
serve my  soul  in  safety,  from  all  evil  thoughts, 
desires,  or  passions,  that  may  any  way  betray 
me  in  word  or  deed,  to  offend  thy  Divine  Majes- 
ty. Deliver  me  from  the  danger  of  any  evil  conv 
pany  into  which  I  may  fall ;  that  1  m.ay  not 
frame  myself  to  the  manners  of  profane  persons^ 
hut  by  a  pious  and  discreet  behavior,  rather  re- 
prove them ;  and  give  me  grace  thankfully  to 
embrace  the  company  of  those  wlio  are  good,  if  I 
be  blessed  with  it;  that  I  may  rejoice  in  their 
society,  and  improve  it  to  my  increase  in  wis- 
dom, and  pious  affections  towards  thee.  Bless 
and  defend  this  habitation  wiiich  I  am  now  leav- 
ing, and  all  remaining  in  it ;  tliat  whate\er  dis- 
tance ^ve  may  be"  from  one  another,  we  may  all 
live  and  walk  in  the  same  spirit  of  fiiith,  and 
love,  and  holiness.  Grant  me  a  happy  meeting 
again  with  my  friends  and  relations,  if  it  be  thy 
good  will  and  pleasure  ;  but  howsoever  thou 
siiall  tliink  lit  to  dispose  of  us  in  this  world, 
bring  us  in  the  end  of  our  pilgrimage,  into  that 
blessed  rest  which  thou  hast  prepared  foi'  thy 
faithful  servants,  tliron";h  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 


152 
^  Thanksgiving  after  a  return  from  a  Jozirney. 

Blessed  be  thy  name,  0  God,  wlio  hast  pro- 
tected and  pieserved  me  from  many  perils  and 
dangers  in  the  journey  I  have  lately  taken. 
Thou  liast  been  a  covering  to  me  night  and  day. 
in  every  place  where  I  have  been,  from  I  know 
not  how  many  dangers  ;  and  hast  at  last  brought 
me  liome  in  peace  and  safety  to  my  relations 
and  friends,  w  liom  thou  hast  protected,  and  their 
dwellings,  from  all  evil  accidents. 

To  thy  good  providence  1  wholly  owe  it ;  and 
I  desire  to  be  duly  thankful  for  these  and  all 
other  thy  great  mercies  and  deliverances,  who 
hath  dealt  so  bountifully  with  me. 

Endue  me,  O  God  of  all  grace,  with  a  more  se- 
rious spirit,  often  reflecting  and  meditating  upon 
thee,  and  upon  thy  benelits  both  to  my  soul  and 
body,  for  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come  ;  that 
I  may  not  be  taught  tlie  value  and  number  of 
thy  blessings,  by  being  deprived  of  them  ;  but, 
in  their  constant  use  and  enjoyment,  may  praise 
thy  infinite  goodness  and  mercy,  with  sensible 
love  to  thee,  and  delight  in  doing  thy  will. 

Bless  all  others,  1  beseech  thee,  that  desire 
the  same  mercy  of  which  thou  hast  made  me  a 
partaker.  Receive  them  into  thy  protection  ; 
conduct  them  in  safety  to  the  end  of  their  jour- 
ney ;  make  them  ever  mindful  of  thy  loving- 
kindness  ;  and  careful  to  remember,  that  every 
new  benefit  is  a  nev/  obligation  to  better  obe- 
dience ;  for  thy  mercy's  sake  in  Christ  Jesus. 
Amen, 
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A  Frayer  for  one  that  deliberates  about  Mar- 
riage. 

0  God,  tlie  Creator  and  Presenter  of  man- 
kind, who  hast  instituted  the  holy  state  of  mat- 
rimony as  the  only  way  to  continue  the  world, 
and  for  the  comfort  of  man's  life,  under  the  \ari- 
rus  evils,  cares,  and  labors  of  it,  by  the  mutual 
society  and  help  tliat  married  persons  ouglit  to 
have  one  for  the  other,  both  in  prosperity  and  ad- 
versity, and  for  the  |2;ood  of  human  society,  by 
preventino;  many  confusions,  and  promoting  con- 
cord therein :  grant  that  now  I  have  thoughts  of 
fntering  into  this  state,  I  may  so  seriously  con- 
sider the  chief  end  of  its  institution,  as  not  to 
enter  into  the  same  unadvisedly,  lightly,  or  wan- 
tonly to  satisfy  my  carnal  lust  or  appetites  ;  but 
reverently,  discreetly,  advisedly,  soberly,  and, 
in  the  fear  of  God. 

X<et  me  seriously  weigh  and  consider  before- 
hand, the  solemn  vow  and  promise  I  shall  then 
make,  so  as  never  to  entertain  any  thoughts  of 
it,  without  a  sincere  purpose  of  heart,  and  a  firm 
resolution  of  mind  to  perform  the  same. 

Let  me  consider,  that  if  I  marry,  my  future 
happiness  or  misery  of  life  will  very  much  de- 
pend on  the  choice  I  make  ;  that  with  whomso- 
ever I  marry,  I  venture  the  being  happy  or  un- 
liappy  all  my  days  ;  and  that  I  shall  be  obliged 
by  thy  holy  laws,  to  love  my  partner,  and  no 
other  till  death- 
Let  not  a  wild  and  sensual,  a  heedless  snd 
inordinate  spirit,  rule  me  in  this  mom.entou? 
change  of  life. 
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This  is  to  be  used  hy  a  person  under  the  care  of 
jjarents  or  guardians, 

[And  since  I  am  young  and  under  the  care 
and  direction  of  others,  as  I  expect  thy  blessing, 
let  me  listen  to  their  advice  and  better  judg- 
ment in  this  matter.] 

Let  reason  and  religion,  prudence  and  consid- 
eration,  and,  above  all,  thy  good  providence,  di- 
rect nay,  choice,  and  let  my  chief  ends  be  those 
for  \^^h'  matrimony  was  ordained. 

Let  me  chiefly  aim  at  jreligion  and  virtue,  wis- 
dom and  discretion,  and  such  other  good  quali- 
ties and  dispositions  in  a  partner,  as  are  most 
likely  to  last  and  continue,  and  not  such  only 
as  please  for  a  time,  and  will  bear  little  satisfac^ 
tory  reflection  afterwards. 

0  Lord,  the  Sovereign  and  wise  Disposer  of 
all  things  !  grant  I  may  duly  consider  that  a 
man's  heart  deviseth  a  way,  and  proposeth  a  de- 
sign to  make  his  life  easy  and  happy  :  Yet  thou, 
O  Lord,  directest  his  steps,  and  determinest  the 
event,  and  givest  such  issues  as  it  pleaseth  thee, 
and  when  thou  seest  fit,  many  times  quite  con- 
trary to  what  he  intended  or  persuaded  himself 
of ;  I  know  the  way  of  man  is  not  in  himself;  it  is 
not  in  man  that  walketh,  to  direct  his  own  steps. 

Let  me,  therefore,  in  all  my  ways,  acknowl- 
edge thee,  that  thou  mayest  vouchsafe  to  direct 
Tny  paths :  let  me  not  trust  to  my  own  pi-udence, 
care,  skill,  or  any  human  aid  :  but  let  me  seek 
to  engage  thy  good  providence  on  my  behalf, 
and  only  regard  to  do  my  own  duty  ;  because 
the  events  are  thine,  and  thou  canst  turn  the 
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fairest  prospects  of  happiness  to  my  punishment 
and  misery  :  and  far  be  it  from  me,  0  God,  to 
endeavor  to  rescue  them  out  of  thy  hand,  by 
fraud  or  falsehood,  or  by  using  any  dishonest  or 
unwortliy  means  to  bring  this  or  any  other  pur- 
pose about ;  always  remembering,  that  he  that 
walketh  uprightly,  ivalkeih  surely.  And  let  me 
wait  thy  time,  and  think  that  always  best;  for 
thou  only  knowest  what  things  are  joined  to,  and 
are  the  consequences  of  other,  and  what|ij|JU|jit 
for  me,  and  for  my  greatest  happiij^ss  ;  anunast 
promised  tliat  all  things  shall  Mork  together  for 
good  to  those  tliat  love  thee  :  in  confid^^^^ 
hereof,  let  me  rest  satisfied  with  that  state  amr 
condition  (whatever  it  be)  tliat  thou  in  thy  wis- 
dom and  goodness  shalt  order  me.  0  Lord, 
vouchsafe  to  hear  my  prayers,  which  I  oft'er 
through  the  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ  my  Sav- 
ior.   Amex. 


d  Prayer  for  a  Person  under  *Sffliction. 

O  MOST  gracious  God,  who  dost  not  afflict 
willin<i;ly,  nor  grieve  the  children  of  men  ;  I  flee 
unto  tliee  for  comfort  and  support  under  the 
troubles  tliou  hast  laid  upon  me  :  1  know  assur- 
edly, that  this  is  tliy  liand,  and  that  thou,  Lord, 
hast  dima  it.  I  arkiiowledge  tliy  judsjments  are 
right,  that  thou  of  very  faithfulness  hast  caused 
me  to  be  troubled,  and  that  my  sins  have  de- 
served more  grievous  punishments  than  I  now 
suffer.  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  the  events  of 
this  life  are  not  left  to  chance  or  uncertainty, 
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but  are  all  under  tlie  steady  and  wise  disposal  of 
liiy  good  providence. 

To  thee,  therefore,  0  my  God,  do  I  direct  my 
supplications  :  beseeching  thee,  0  gracious  God, 
who  hast  a  tender  love  for  all  thy  creatures,  and 
more  especially  for  thy  faithful  servants  who  re- 
pose all  their  hope  and  confidence  in  thy  mercy, 
to  have  pity  upon  me,  and  to  deal  with  me  not 
according  to  my  sins,  but  after  thine  own  great 
mercy.  Pardon,  0  Lord,  all  my  past  sins ;  re- 
store me  to  peace  and  favor  with  thee ;  consider 
my  weakness,  and  let  not  my  troubles  be  more 
heavy  or  lasting  than  what  thou  seest  profitable 
and  necessary  for  the  good  of  my  soul. 

Make  me  truly  and  deeply  sensible  of  my 
condition,  that  I  may  see  the  rod,  and  who  hatli 
appointed  it ;  tliat  I  may  be  truly  sensible  of  the 
evil  of  sin,  as  well  as  feel  the  smart  of  punish- 
ment. Humble  me  under  thy  corrections;  awak- 
en me  thereby  to  a  more  conscientious  and  zeal- 
ous performance  of  my  duty,  to  a  sense  of  my 
spiritual  wants,  to  a  hatred  of  every  thing  that  is 
displeasino;  in  thy  sight ;  and  so  sanctify  my 
present  affliction,  that  by  the  help  of  thy  good 
Spirit  it  may  bring  forth  in  me  all  the  graces  and 
virtues  of  a  Christian  life,  and  accomplish  the 
end  for  wliich  it  was  sent. 

Let  tlie  experience  of  thy  love  and  favor  to- 
vrards  me,  throughout  the  whole  course  of  my 
life  past,  teach  me  to  resign  myself  entirely  to 
thee  ;  to  choose  thee  for  my  only  support  and 
coufurt;  to  rely  steadfastly  on  all  thy  promi^s, 
and  to  wait  with  patience  till  thou  slinlt  see  fit  ^ 
to  deiiver  me. 
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Direct  and  enable  me  to  use  all  proper  and 
honest  means  for  freeing  myself  from  my  present 
troubles  ;  but  however  «;rievous  they  may  prove, 
O  let  me  not  dare  to  do  any  fraud  or  injustice, 
or  to  cast  oft' my  dependence  on  thee,  by  calling 
in  the  assistance  of  any  of  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness for  my  relief. 

And  if,  for  reasons  best  known  to  thine  infi- 
nite wisdom,  thou  shalt  see  fit  to  continue  this 
affliction  to  me,  thy  blessed  will  be  done  :  ena- 
ble me  patiently  to  bear,  and  contentedly  to 
submit  to  the  dispensations  of  thy  good  provi- 
dence, how  contrary  soever  to  flesh  and  blood. 

Suppress  in  me  all  murmuring  or  repining 
thoughts  :  remove  from  me  all  inclinations  and 
aversions,  but  such  as  agree  with  those  of  the 
blessed  Jesus  :  regulate  my  affections  and  de- 
sires, and  confine  them  to  such  objects  only  as 
arc  v\cll  pleasing  in  tliy  sight.  Thou  knowest 
the  surest  way  of  making  me  happy  :  thou  art 
infinite  in  wisdnm,  loving-kindness,  and  mercy  ; 
therefore  let  thy  blessed  will  in  every  thing  be 
my  choice  and  "satis uiction.  I  humbly  submit 
toi]\j  flilherly  discipline  ;  for  thou  correctest  in 
mercy  and  for  my  profit.  If,  therefore,  thou  tak- 
est  not  avv-ay  thy  rod,  yet  take  away  thy  anger. 
Let  me  see  a  fiitherly  affection  in  all  thy  chas- 
ti?ements  ;  and  raise  in  my  soul  an  ardent  love 
and  desire  after  thee,  wliich  may  fill  me  with  an 
inward  satisfaction,  with  peace  of  conscience, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.  Support  and  com- 
fort me  under  all  my  troubles  ;  direct  and  coun- 
*  sel  me  in  all  difficulties  ;  carry  me  through  all 
trials  and  temptations ;  and,  in  thy  good  time, 
14 
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take  thy  afflicting  liand  from  me  ;  and  grant  that 
these  light  afflictions,  which  (in  comparison)  are 
but  for  a  moment,  may  work  for  me  an  exceed- 
ing and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  Hear  me,  O 
Lord,  for  thy  mercy's  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of 
thy  Son  Jesus,  our  only  Mediator  and  Advo- 
cate.    Amen. 


^  Prayer  for  a  meek  and  quiet  Spirit 

0  BLESSED  Lord  God,  thou  most  compassion- 
ate lover  of  souls,  look  with  thy  tenderest  pity 
upon  me,  a  weak  and  frail  creature,  who  am  en- 
compassed about  wijth  many  and  great  infirmi- 
ties ;  my  nature  is  corrupt,  my  passions  are 
strong  and  violent,  and  so  prone  am  I  to  peev- 
ishness and  anger,  that  almost  every  slight  prov- 
ocation disorders  my  mind,  and  makes  me  fro- 
ward  and  impatient,  and  many  times  (alas !  with 
sorrow  I  confess  it)  I  have  been  hurried  away  in- 
to foolish  and  unreasonable  passions. 

O  Lord,  I  lament  and  bewail  this  wretched 
corruption  of  my  nature,  humbly  beseeching 
th.ee,  for  the  sake  and  merits  of  my  blessed  Sav- 
ior, to  pardon  and  forgive  all  that  sin  and  folly 
into  which  it  has  betrayed  me;  and  I  beg  of 
tliee,  0  merciful  Father,  to  give  me  a  meek  and 
fluiet  spirit,  a  patient  and  foro;iving  temper,  an 
/numble,  charitable,  and  Christian  dispo  sition  ; 
tliat  my  mind  may  at  all  times  be  quiet  and  ea- 
sy, my  carriage  gentle,  kind,  and  obliging  to  alU 
men,  and  thi'  wliole  conduct  and  deportment  of 
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my  life,  sucli  as  becomes  the  servant  of  tlie  meek 
and  blessed  Jesus. 

Convince  me  truly,  0  Lord,  of  the  great  folly 
of  passion  and  an^er ;  how  contrary  it  is  to  the 
spirit  of  thy  most  holy  religion,  which  commands 
us  to  put  away  all  bitterness,  and  wrath,  and 
anger;  what  an  enemy  it  is  to  our  present  hap- 
piness, and  how  much  it  unfits  us  for  the  duties 
^vhich  we  owe  to  thee,  our  neighbor,  and  our- 
selves. 

Let  the  example  of  my  blessed  Savior  be  pow- 
erfully present  to  my  mind,  and  inspire  me  with 
an  humble,  cliaritable,  and  forgiving  temper. 
Let  me  consider,  with  what  meekness  and  pa- 
tience he  endured  the  contradictions  of  sinners, 
and  the  insults  and  reproaches  of  wicked  and 
unreasonable  men ;  that,  like  him,  I  may  be 
meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  and  find  that  rest  un- 
to my  soul,  which  he  has  promised  to  those  that 
will  be  taught  of  him. 

O  my  God,  it  is  my  sincere  desire,  and  it  shall 
be  the  hearty  endeavor  of  my  life,  to  be  free 
from  the  bondage  and  dominion  of  sin  ;  but,  alas ! 
I  am  a  weak  and  feeble  creature  :  I  find  a  law 
in  my  members  warring  against  the  law  of  my 
mind,  which,  without  the  assistance  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  will  bring  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of 
sin :  O  let  the  miglity  power  of  thy  grace 
strengthen  my  feeble  wishes  and  endeavors,  and 
enable  me  to  conquer  my  most  inveterate  habits :. 
let  the  sweet  and  gentle  influences  of  thy  bless- 
ed Spirit  calm  the  passions,  and  compose  me 
storms  and  disorders  of  my  soul :  and,  0  do 
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thou  save  me  from  the  dangers  of  this  troubled- 
some  and  tempestuous  life. 

Root  out  of  my  heart,  O  merciful  God,  all 
pride  and  vanity,  all  malice,  hatred,  and  ill-will,, 
and  give  me  a  low  and  humble  opinion  of  my- 
self, that  the  sense  of  my  own  unworthiness^ 
and  of  the  many  oftences  which  I  have  been 
guilty  of  towards  tiiee,  may  move  me  to  pity  the 
weaknesses  and  intirmities  of  others,  and  to  for- 
j;ive  the  greatest  injuries  and  provocations  wliich 
I  shall  meet  with  ;  remembering  how  much  more 
I  stand  in  need  of  pity  and  forgiveness  at  thy 
hand. 

Take  away  from  me,  O  Lord,  the  spirit  of 
this  world,  and  fill  me  witli  that  spirit  of  love 
and  charity,  that  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind  ; 
that  bearetli  all  things,  and  is  not  easily  provok- 
ed ;  that  being  full  of  that  peace  of  God,  wiiich, 
passes  all  understanding,  I  may  live  with  com- 
fort and  die  with  joy,  and  may  hereafter  dwell 
in  those  peaceful  regions  of  everlasting  bliss, 
where  thou,  0  blessed  Jesus,  who  art  the  Prince 
of  Peace,  livest  and  reignest  with  the  Father^ 
and  the  holy  Spirit,  one  God,  world  witliout  endi 
Amen, 


A  Prayer  in  stormy  and  tempestuous  Weather,; 
as  great  Thunder j  Li^htningy  Sfc, 

O  GREAT  and  glorious  God,  who  makest  the 
thunder,  and  causest  the  vapors  to  ascend  from 
the  ends  of  the  earth;  thousendest  forth  thy  com- 
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maftdment  upon  tlic  earth,  and  thy  word  runneth 
very  swiftly  ;  thou  makest  lightninii^s  for  the  rain, 
andbringest  the  wind  out  of  tliy  treasuries. 
Thou  givest  snow  like  wool,  thou  scatterest  the 
hoar-frost  like  ashes,  and  casteth  forth  tjiy  ice 
like  morsels.  Fire  and  hail,  snow  and  vapors, 
and  the  stormy  wind,  fulfil  thy  word.  How 
wonderful  art  thou  in  tliy  works,  and  terrible  in 
thy'doings  towards  the  children  of  men  ! 

0  deliver  us  from  our  just  fears  and  uneasy 
apprehensions,  and  in  mercy  cause  the  threaten- 
ing destruction  to  pass  over  us.  Grant  that  the 
present  storm  may  not  be  a  messenger  of  thy 
judgment,  and  an  executioner  of  thy  wrath  only, 
but  a  means  to  cool,  and  refresh,  and  cleanse 
the  air,  and  make  the  earth  fruitful.  0  shut  not 
thy  merciful  ear  to  our  prayers,  but  save  and  de- 
liver us  for  thy  mercy's  sake,  who  now  apply  to 
thee  in  this  time  of  our  distress. 

We  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are 
just,  and  tliat  our  sins  have  deserved  much 
greater  punishments  than  those  we  now  fear  ; 
for  we  have  broken  tliy  covenarit,  disobeyed  thy 
commandments,  and  provoked  thee  to  be  angry 
with  us  ;  but  we  are  heartily  sorry  for  our  of- 
fences ;  we  repent  and  turn  to  thee  ;  do  tliou,  O 
God,  increase  our  repentance  ;  0  let  that  full, 
perfect,  ami  sufficient  sacrifice,  which  tliy  be- 
loved Son  offered  up  upon  the  cross,  atone  and 
make  satisfaction  for  our  sins. 

Suffer  us  not,  0  Lord,  to  foi-get  thee ;  but 
awaken  us  out  of  all  carnal  sepuritj^  and  from 
the  sleep  and  death  of  sin.  Let  not  the  impres- 
sions of  thy  power  which  the  noise  and  shaJiing 
14" 


of  the  impending  storm  liath  made  upon  u?,  soon 
wear  oft".  And  since  the  dreadful  commotions 
it  occasions  are  now  so  tenible,  help  ii*^  to  con- 
sider how  much  more  astonishing  it  v.ill  be  to 
see  tlie  hea\ens  on  fire,  and  the  elements  melt 
with  fervent  heat,  and  the  earth  and  the  works 
that  are  tlierein  be  burnt  up.  Do  thou  so  eftec- 
tually  tfjuch  our  hearts,  and  incline  our  will  by 
the  powerful  operations  of  tliv  Spirit,  that  no 
excuses  may  prevail  with  us  to  defer  our  ]irepa- 
rations  against  that  time,  nor  delay  to  provide  a 
place  of  retreat  and  security. 

Let  such  thoughts  sink  deep  into  our  minds, 
that  we  may  valiantly  fight  under  the  Captain 
of  our  salvation,  Christ  Jesus,  and  bravely  resist 
and  conquer  all  tlie  temptations  and  allurements 
of  the  world,  the  flesh  and  the  devil. 

Jietthem  deter  us  from  every  evil  work,  and 
make  us  eft'ectually  to  consider  what  manner  of 
persons  we  ought  to  be  in  all  holy  conversation 
and  godliness.  Grant  this,  O  God,  for  the  sake 
of  Jesus  Christ,  our-  only  Mediator  and  Advo- 
cate.    Amen, 


•5  Tray ev  for  one  convinced  of  Sin. 

God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner  :  a  sinner  be- 
yond expression  !  How  sliall  I  lift  up  mine  eyes 
towards  tliee,  O  thou  most  holy,  or  take  thy  name 
within  my  polluted  lips!  0  Lord,  thou  needest 
not  my  confession  to  inform  thee,  for  thine  eye 
hath  been  ever  upon  my  path :  and  of  the  things 
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that  have  come  into  my  mind,  ttioii  iia»t  known. 
every  one  of  them.  The  vanity  of  my  childliood, 
the  folly  of  my  youth,  the  obstinacy  and  rebell- 
ion of  my  riper  years,  are  all  written  in  thy 
book.  Alas !  thou  knowest  I  was  conceived  in 
sin,  and  have  lived  in  sin  ever  since  I  was  born. 
All  thy  commandments  liave  I  broken,  all  thy 
mercies  have  I  abused,  trifled  with  thy  patience, 
resisted  thy  Spirit,  and  rejected  thy  gospel, 
times  without  number. 

So  foolish  and  ignorant,  so  stupid  and  harden- 
ed, and  untliankful  have  I  been ;  a  transgi'es- 
sor  from  the  womb:  such  has  been  my  life. 
What  then  must  my  heart  be,  the  foundation 
from  whence  all  these  streams  of  bitterness  have 
flowed  ?  0  Lord,  thou  hast  said  it,  and  I  cannot 
deny  it,  my  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things, 
and  desperately  wicked.  I  am  wholly  defiled. 
There  is  no  sound  part  in  me.  I  am  full  of 
pride  and  ignorance,  unbelief  and  self-will :  my 
boasted  strength  is  weakness,  and  my  best  righ- 
teousness as  an  unclean  thing  before  thee.  I 
owe  thee  ten  thousand  talents,  but  have  nothing 
to  pay,  I  am  bound  to  a  perfect  obedience,  but 
I  cannot  perform,  O  wretched  man,  who  shall 
deliver  me  }  Wherewithal  sliall  I  come  before 
the  most  high  God  ?  Will  siglis,  or  tears,  or 
promises,  answer  the  demands  of  thy  law,  satis- 
fy thy  justice,  and  avert  thy  righteous  anger  ?  or 
where  shall  I  hide  my  guilty  head  ?  0  juord,  my 
flesh  trembleth,  my  heart  failetli  before  thee.  1 
am  afraid  of  thy  judgments  ;  I  h.ave  deserved 
them  all ;  and  shouldst  tlipu  now  ])our  forth  thy 
wrath  upon  me  unto  the  uttermost,  even  in  the 


164 

mklst  of  my  suflferings  I  must  own  thy  justice, 
Shouldst  thou  shut  out  my  prayers,  and  say.  De- 
part, thou  cursed,  into  everlasting  fire  ;  I  must 
be  dumb.  But,  O  Lord,  though  1  have  thus  de- 
stroyed myself,  is  tliere  no  help,  no  hope  in  thee? 
Hast  thou  not  revealed  thyself  in  thy  word  as 
"  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long  suf- 
fering, and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth,  for- 
giving iniquity,  transgression  and  sin  r"  and  hast 
tliou  not  commended  tliy  love  to  poor  lost  sin- 
ners, in  giving  thine  only  Son  to  be  tlic  propitia- 
tion for  sin  ?  hath  not  tliy  kind  providence  put 
thy  gospel  into  my  hands,  to  prevent  my  sinking 
into  despair  ?  tliou  hast  been  pleased  to  inform 
me  of  tlie  sinless  life  and  meritorious  death  of 
thy  only  begotten  vSon,  of  the  grace  of  his  heart 
to  the  chief  of  sinners,  and  the  intercession  he 
ever  lives  to  make  for  the  worst  that  come  to 
tliee  by  him.  And  though  it  is  amongst  my  most 
abominable  sins,  and  the  cause  of  them,  that  I 
so  long  slighted  this  record  of  thy  vSon,  I  now 
feel  and  see,  that,  except  he  saves  me,  I  must 
undoubtedly  perisli  for  ever.  All  that  believe 
in  him  he  will  save  ;  and  I  am  taught  in  thy 
word  that  faith  is  tliy  gift,  and  of  thy  operation 
in  the  soul.  0  bestow  and  work  in  me  the  work 
of  faith  with  power,  I  beseech  thee,  unworthy  as 
I  am.  Enable  me  to  behold  the  suftering,  wound- 
ed Lamb  of  God,  who  poured  forth  his  soul  an 
offering  for  transgressors.  Help  me  to  believe 
that  he  has  his  own  self  bore  my  sins  on  his  own 
body  on  the  tree  ;  that  lie  has  delivered  me  from 
the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  me. 
Let  me  feel  the  powerful  efficacy  of  that  blood 
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which  cleaiiseth  from  all  sin.  O  let  that  Spirii, 
which  Jesus  is  exalted  to  bestow,  testify  of  him 
t<i  me,  and  glorify  him  in  my  eyes,  that  my 
troubled  conscience  may  enjoy  peace,  and  my 
soul  find  rest  in  Christ  Gird  me  with  strength 
for  thy  blessed  service,  and  redeem  me  by  thy 
mighty  grace  from  the  power  of  all  iniquity, 
from  the  hands  of  all  my  enemies,  that  I  may 
live  devoted  to  thee  for  ever.  0  spare  me,  good 
Lord,  tliat  I  may  be  a  monument  of  the  riches 
of  thy  mercy,  and  an  instrument  of  spreading 
thy  praise,  who  art  just,  and  yet  the  Justifier  of 
the  sinner  and  the  ungodly,  through  him  whom 
thou  hast  hejd  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  for  sin 
through  faith  in  his  blood.     Amen. 


Ji  Prayer  for  the  Increase  of  Faith  in  Christ. 

Enlarge,  I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord  my  God, 
my  narrow  heart  to  receive  thy  precious  prom- 
ises in  all  their  power  and  fulness.  If  the  faint 
hope  I  already  nave,  that  thou  art  my  reconcil- 
ed Father,  was  not  founded  upon  thy  own  faith- 
ful word,  it  would  indeed  be  presumption  to  ask. 
of  thee  to  confirm  it  to  a  full  assurance.  But 
since  thou  hast  given  to  tliem  that  believe  ex- 
ceeding great  and  precious  promises,  that  they 
might  be  partakers  of  a  divine  nature  ;  and,  by 
thy  immutable  word  and  oath,  hast  provided 
that  all  who  fly  to  Jesus  Christ  for  refuge  should 
have  strong  consolation,  0  give  me  to  enjoy  the 
inestimable  benefit.    Lord,  I  do  believe,  help 


166 

liiou  mine  unbelief.  Adored  be  thy  free  griice, 
for  what  thou  hast  ah-eady  done  ;  but  perfect 
til  J  work  in  me  :  make  me  strong  in  faith,  that 
on  all  occasions  I  may  give  ^lory  to  God.  Thou, 
hast  sliewn  me  something  ot  my  own  misery.  I 
see,  I  feel  myself  a  lost  creature  without  thy 
salvation.  Thou  hast  also  given  me  some  un- 
ilerstanding  to  know  him  that  is  true,  even  the 
almighty  Savior  ;  and  every  hope  of  mercy  not 
founded  upon  him,  I  renounce.  I  have  cast  my- 
self at  his  feet,  and  said,  Lord,  save  me,  or  I 
perish.  I  cannot  doubt  his  power  ;  but  0  for- 
give me,  that  I  so  often  doubt  his  love  and  wil- 
lingness to  save  such  as  I  am,  though  I  know  for 
this  purpose  he  appeared  in  the  form  of  a  ser- 
vant, and  died  upon  the  cross. 

O  let  me  know  in  whom  I  have  believed,  so  as 
no  more  to  doubt,  nor  be  in  darkness.  Persuade 
me  fully  of  my  own  sincerity  in  intrusting  my 
dearest  concerns  into  the  hands  of  Christ,  and 
of  his  willingness  and  ability  to  keep  that  which 
I  have  committed  to  him  against  the  great  day  ; 
to  preserve  me  from  falling,  to  support  me  under 
all  my  trials,  to  defend  me  against  all  my  ene- 
mies througli  this  state  of  warfare,  and  at  length 
to  present  nie  faultless  before  thy  glorious  pres- 
ence with  exceeding  joy. 

Fain  would  I  rely  upon  thy  faitiiful  promises ; 
fain  would  I  rejoice  in  hope  ;  but,  alas !  an  evil 
heart  of  unbelief  deprives  me  of  those  comforts 
and  privileges  provided  in  the  gospel  for  return- 
ing sinners.  Tiet  the  Sun  of  righteousness  sliine 
forth  with  healing  in  his  beams,  scattering  the 
mists  and  clouds  which  hang  upon  my  mind. 
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Give  me  grace  to  seek  tliis  blessing  by  diligently 
reading  tliy  holy  word,  by  being  instant  in  pray- 
er, constant  in  the  use  of  all  ordinances,  and 
circumspect  in  all  my  conversation.  Let  me 
not  remain  ignorant  of  the  devices  of  Satan, 
that  he  may  neitlier  terrify  me  by  his  malicious 
suJi;gestions,  nor  seduce  me  under  the  appearance 
of  an  angel  of  light,  to  depart  one  step  from  the 
rule  of  thy  word,  eitlier  to  do  what  thou  hast  not 
commanded^  or  to  expect  wliat  thou  hast  not 
promised.  But  having,  my  heart,  my  hope,  my 
eye  fixed  upon  thee  alone,  may  I  cheerfully  wait 
for  the  accomplishment  of  all  the  good,  both  in 
time  and  in  eternity,  promised  to  them  that  are 
in  Christ  Jesus.    I  "ask  this  in  his  name.   Amex. 


4^  Prayer  for  a  holy  and  happy  death* 

0  ETERSAL  and  holy  Jesus,  who  by  thy  death 
hast  overcome  death,  and  by  thy  passion  hast 
taken  out  its  sting,  and  made  it  an  entrance  in- 
to everlasting  life  ;  help  me  so  to  order  my  con- 
versation in  the  world,  so  to  govern  my  spirit, 
and  to  lead  my  life,  that  I  may  die  with  comfort 
and  safety.  Let  not  my  death  be  in  any  sense 
unprovided,  nor  untimely. 

Grant  that  in  the  time  of  my  sickness,  I  may 
not  be  left  without  the  assistance  of  a  spiritual 
guide,  nor  be  destitute  of  the  comfort  of  receiv- 
ing the  blessed  sacrament. 

Let  me  finish  my  course  wiih  patience,  and 
resi::nation  of  my  o\yn  ^^■ill  and  desires,  with  a 
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firm  faith,  and  a  well-grounded  hope,  with  a  true 
and  sincere  repentance,  and  great  degrees  of 
love  towards  thee,  my  God,  and  charity  to  all 
the  world  :  and  whenever  it  shall  please  thee  to 
call  me  out  of  this  vain  and  wicked  world,  grant 
that  I  may  die  the  death  of  the  righteous  :  hav- 
ing first  discharged  all  my  obligations  of  justice, 
leaving  none  miserable  and  unprovided  at  my 
departure. 

And  when  the  appointed  time  of  my  change 
comes,  grant,  0  Lord,  that  I  may  receive  it  not 
as  a  curse,  but  a  deliverance  ;  as  a  rest  from  all 
my  labors,  without  trouble  and  without  sin.  O 
remember  not  against  me  my  manifold  follies  ; 
but  let  them  all  be  done  away  by  thy  mercy  and 
my  blessed  Savior's  merits. 

Support  me,  0  God,  in  my  last  agonies ;  and 
as  my  strength  decays,  let  my  pains  wear  oif ; 
and  when  my  strength  fails,  let  not  my  faith  fail; 
even  in  death,  enable  me  to  trust  in  tliee. 

Deliver  me  from  all  violent  disorders  of  a 
troubled  fancy,  and  defend  me  against  all  delu- 
sions of  my  spiritual  enemy;  O  let  him  not  be 
able  to  disturb  or  terrify  me,  or  any  way  pre- 
vail against  me.  And  when  my  death  approach- 
es, give  thy  holy  angels  charge  to  stand  about 
me,  to  guard  and  receive  my  poor  soul  at  my 
departure,  and  to  conduct  and  carry  it  to  the 
blessed  regions  of  rest  and  peace,  there  to  wait 
for  thy  coming,  and  then  to  partake  of  the  glo- 
ries cjf  thy  kingdom,  O  eternal  and  holy  Jesus. 
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Almighty  God,  just  and  holy  in  all  tlie  dis- 
pensations of  thy  providence  to  the  children  or 
men  :  the  difficulties  and  sorrows  I  labor  under 
in  this  close  confinement,  are  perfectly  known 
to  thee,  who  dost  succor  the  miserable,  and  help 
the  friendless.  O  Lord,  I  most  sorrowfully  con- 
fess, that  I  have  deserved  to  suffer  much  greater 
punishments,  and  to  feel  the  severities  of  thy 
wrath  and  displeasure,  for  I  have  abused  my 
liberty,  and  neglected  my  duty.  I  have  gone 
contrary  to  thy  holy  will,  and  refused  to  obey  th}^ 
M  ise  and  ri^liteous  laws.  I  do  tlierefore  most 
humbly  desire  to  submit  to  thy  all-wise  dispos- 
al, and  patiently  to  m  ait  for  that  time  which 
thou  sJialt  think  best  for  my  enlargement.  Let 
me  receive  this  melancholy  restraint  as  a  just 
punishment  for  my  sins,  and  grant  that,  others 
may  be  warned  by  my  example. 

Let  me,  in  these  disconsolate  circumstances, 
have  the  comfort  and  direction  of  thy  Holy  Spi- 
rit. Assist  me,  O  God,  in  calling  my  ways  to 
remembrance;  in  examining  into  the  state  of  my 
soul ;  in  repenting  and  humbling  myself  before 
thee,  and  in  reconciling  myself  to  thee  my  of- 
fended God. 

Let  me  highly  prize  the  holy  Scriptures,  and 
follow  the  divine  instructions  to  be  learned  from 
tiience.  Grant  tliat  the  promises  and  threaten- 
ings  therein  contained,  may  powerfully  work  in 
niy  soul  a  lirm  and  vigorous  resolution  of  obey- 
ing thee. 

Wean  my  mind  from  all  carnal  and  vain  de- 
ls 
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lights ;  anil  be  thou  pleased  to  suit  my  desired 
to  the  straitness  and  difficulty  of  my  circum- 
stances, and  give  me  a  perfect  resignation  to  thy 
lioly  will. 

Thou,  0  God,  lovest  righteousness  and  hatest 
iniquity  ;  and  thy  holy  word  maketh  it  a  part  of 
the  character  of  the  wicked,  to  borrow  and  not 
to  pay  ao;ain  ;  let  it  be  therefore  my  study  and 
care  to  content  and  satisfy  my  creditors  to  the 
Titmost  of  my  power.  O  keep  me  from  all 
thoughts  of  using  a  prison  to  cancel  my  debts, 
and  thereby  defraud  my  creditors  of  their  just 
due  ;  for  I  know  that  by  so  doing,  i  shall  entail 
a  curse  on  myself  and  family :  for  how  can  I 
hope  for  a  blessing  from  thee,  when  I  make  use 
of  sinful  methods  to  provide  for  myself  and 
them  ? 

Touch  the  hearts  of  my  creditors  with  a  sense 
of  my  misery  and  trouble,  and  dispose  them  to 
accept  of  such  satisfaction  as  I  am  able  to  make, 
that  I  may  be  discharged  out  of  this  miserable 
confinement,  if  it  be  thy  good  pleasure. 

And  after  my  discharge,  let  thy  good  provi- 
dence direct  me  to  such  honest  ways  of  getting, 
and  so  bless  me  in  my  Lawful  endeavors  and  un- 
dertakings, that  I  may  be  in  a  condition  to  pay 
them  what  shall  be  behind,  and  fully  satisfy 
their  just  demands  ;  knowing,  that  notwithstand- 
ing my  discha'-ge,  and  though  I  am  out  of  the 
reach  of  human  laws  in  this  respect,  yet  my  du- 
tv  and  obligation  in  equity,  are  still  the  same. 
But  if  thou  siialt  think  fit  to  deny  me  this  re-^ 
quest-Jo  thou,  0  God,  make  up  their  loss  in  such 
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wUy  and  manner  as  thou  pleasest.  Hear  me,  O 
God,  for  the  sake  of  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ,  our 
only  Mediator  and  advocate.    Ame-\. 


^  Prayer  for  our  Parents. 

0  Lord  God,  my  heavenly  Father,  I  here 
prostrate  myself  before  thee,  to  beg  tliy  bles- 
sing, grace  and  mercy,  upon  my  eartlily  parents. 
Cast  them  not  away  in  the  time  of  their  old  age  ; 
forsake  them  not  when  their  strength  fails  them  ; 
but  have  compassion,  Lord,  upon  their  infirmi- 
ties, and  help  them  in  all  their  weakness.  O  re- 
member not  against  them  any  of  their  former 
iniquities  ;  but  according  to  thy  mercy  remem- 
ber them  for  thy  goodness  sake  in  Jesus  Christ. 
O  that  the  true  wisdom  may  be  with  them,  and 
abundance  of  thy  grace  upon  them,  that  their 
hoary  heads  maybe  found  in  the  way  of  righ- 
teousness, and  their  souls  be  ever  precious  in 
thy  sight.  O  let  goodness  and  mercy  follow 
them  all  the  days  of  their  life  :  let  their  last 
days  be  tlieir  best  days  ;  and  the  longer  they 
live  here  in  the  world,  make  tliem  still  the  rea- 
dier to  die,  and  the  fitter  to  live  with  thy  blessed 
Self,  in  the  glorious  life  eternal.  O  be  thou  their 
guide  until  death;  in  death  their  support  and 
comfort  ;  and  when  heart  and  flesh,  and  all  here 
shall  fail  them,  0  do  thou  never  fail  them,  but 
,be  i\^e  strength  of  tlieir  hearts,  and  their  poition 
for  evermore.     Am  ex. 


^i  Pvayer  for  a  Person  under  Doubts  of  the 
Laivfiilness  of  any  Jlction. 

O  Lord  God,  thou  art  light,  and  in  thee  is  n» 
darkness  at  all ;  thou  art  the  instructor  of  the 
ignorant,  the  light  of  those  that  are  in  darkness 
and  error,  and  the  fountain  of  all  wisdom,  and 
knowledge,  and  truth  ;  I  desire  above  all  tfiings 
to  please  thee,  and  to  do  thy  will :  and  it  is  a 
trouble  and  giief  to  me  to  consider,  that  I  have 
so  often  acted  contrary  to  it ;  O  that  I  may  never 
do  so  again,  that  I  may  never  more  turn  aside  to 
the  dark  paths  of  sin' and  folly!  0  give  me  a 
wise  and  understanding  spirit,  that  I  may  know 
my  duty,  and  a  heart  fully  bent  and  determined 
to  practise  it. 

More  particularly,  O  Lord,  I  address  myself 
to  thee  at  this  time,  to  enlighten  my  understand- 
ing, and  inform  my  unsettled  judgment,  how  to 
determine  safely  in  the  matter  which  at  present 
I  know  not  how  to  act  in.  Show  thou  me  the 
way  that  I  should  walk  in,  and  leave  me  not  to 
the  weakness  of  my  own  reasoning,  which,  with- 
out thy  enlightening  grace,  will  lead  me  into  the 
ways  of  error  and  confusion. 

Give  me,  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  such  an 
honest  and  upright  heart,  that  nothing  in  the 
world  may  be  ever  able  to  seduce  me  from  my 
integrity.  Let  not  the  example  of  a  multitude, 
persuade  me  to  do  evil,  nor  the  most  powerful 
allurements  of  riches,  honor,  or  any  other  world- 
ly advantage,  turn  me  aside  from  thy  command- 
ments ;  but  convince  me  more  and  more,  how 
little  it  will  profit  me  to  gain  tlie  m  hole  Nvorld 
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and  lose  my  own  soul  ;  that  being  possessed 
vitli  an  awful  tearof  thy  displeasure,  I  may  never 
dare  to  do  any  tiling  but  what  thou  apjirovest, 
and  of  wliich  I  may  be  able  to  give  a  comfortable 
account  at  the  great  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

Direct  me,  O  my  God,  to  those  means  which 
will  inform  my  understanding,  and  satisfy  my 
doubts;  that  if  it  should  be  my  misfortune,  after 
all  my  inquiries,  to  fall  into  any  unwilling  error 
and  mistake,  O  Lord,  lay  it  not  to  my  charge, 
nor  let  it  ever  provoke  tiiy  anger  against  me. 

But,  0  Lord,  if  it  is  thy  good  pleasure  that  I 
should  still  remain  under  doubts,  give  me  grace, 
I  beseech  thee,  to  submit  to  thy  will,  and  to  wait 
with  patience,  till  thou  seest  Ht  to  instruct  me 
better;  and  whatever  advantages,  as  to  this 
world,  I  may  lose  by  it,  yet  let  me  still  retain 
my  innocence,  and  have  the  comfort  and  support 
of  a  good  conscience.  Sutter  me  not  to  be  so  re- 
gardless of  my  eternal  interest,  as  for  the  sake 
of  any  temporal  advantage  to  forfeit  thy  favor, 
which  is  better  than  all  the  enjoyments  of  this 
world. 

O  Lord,  I  leave  myself  in  thy  hands  ;  and  I 
most  humbly  beseech  thee  to  carry  me  througli 
this  and  all  other  difficulties,  and  bring  me  to 
that  blessed  place  of  rest  and  peace,  where  I 
shall  be  out  of  all  temptation  and  danger  of  of- 
fending thee,  and  where  I  shall  love  and  praise 
thee  throughout  all  ages. 

Grant  this,  O  merciful  Father,  for  the  sake, 
and  through  the  merits  of  my  dear  Redpcnicr 
Jesus  Christ.    Amen. 
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J  Prayer  for  the  Enlargement  and  Prosperity 
of  the  Church, 

0  God  of  all  grace,  who  hast  called  out  of 
tins  present  evil  world  a  chosen  generjition,  to 
know  thy  will,  to  seek  thy  face,  to  follow  thy 
ways,  and  to  inherit  thy  glory ;  bless  all  thy  peo- 
ple every  where,  and  cause  thy  face  to  shine  up- 
on them ;  and  so  add  to  their  number,  that  all 
the  ends  of  the  earth  may  remember  themselves, 
and  turn  to  the  Lord,  and  see  the  salvation  of 
our  God.  Call  home  to  thee  again  thy  once  on- 
ly people  the  Jews ;  and  take  the  veil  oft' their 
hearts, that  they  may  see  and  own  their  Messi- 
as;and  let  that  blood  of  Christ,  which  tliey  im- 
precated upon  their  heads,  to  their  confusion, 
light  on  their  hearts,  to  their  conversion.  Bring 
in  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles  ;  and  give  thy 
Son  the  heathen  for  his  inheritance  and  the  ut- 
termost parts  of  the  earth  for -his  possession.  O 
give  thy  gospel  a  free  and  effectual  passage 
throughout  the  world,  that  it  may  be  furtlier 
propagated  where  it  has  not  yet  reached,  and 
the  joyful  sound  may  be  heard,  even  where 
Christ  is  not  yet  named ;  and  give  such  good 
success  to  it,  where  it  shines  already,  tliat  all 
vv'ho  have  received  it,  may  sincerely  obey  it ;  and 
every  one  who  name  the  name  of  Christ,  may 
depart  from  iniquity ;  and  let  their  light  shine 
before  men,  to  the  glory  of  our  heavenly  Father, 
and  to  the  adorning  of  thy  doctrine  and  advanc- 
ing the  religion  of  God  our  Savior. 

Convince  and  convert  both  the  professed  ene- 
mies of  Christ,  and  also  the  enemies  of  his  own 
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house.  Beat  down  nil  antichristian  poweis, 
both  in  the  false  church,  where  Christianity  is  sa 
foully  corrupted  ;  and  also  beyond  the  borders 
of  Christendom,  where  it  is  openly  opposed.  O 
shew  unto  them  all  the  light  of  thy  truth  ;  that 
they  may  know  it,  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  expel 
their  prejudices,  together  with  their  darkness  ; 
and  so  bring  them  to  receive  thy  truth  in  the 
love  of  it,  that  they  may  be  saved.  O  that  the 
true  religion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  may  prevail  pow- 
erfully, and  gain  more  proselytes  dally  through- 
out the  world ;  that  Jerusalem  may  be  the  joy 
and  praise  of  the  whole  earth  ;  and  that  we  may 
see  the  good  of  it  all  the  days  of  our  life!  and 
O  that  all  errors,  both  in  judgment  and  practice, 
the  heresies  of  doctrine,  and  th^  ungodliness  of 
life,  may  be  more  and  more  exposed  and  con- 
founded, and  suppressed,  till  they  be  utterly 
abolished !  that  the  wickedness  of  the  wicked 
(being  under  rebuke  and  disgrace)  may  come  to 
an  end ;  and  that  truth  and  peace,  and  holiness, 
may  get  still  more  credit  and  authority ;  and 
reign  and  flourish  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  thro*" 
the  abundant  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.. 
Am  EX. 


.^  devout  Prayer  that  may  be  iised  at  any  Time. 

0  MY  God,  infinite  in  goodness  and  boundless 
in  mercy  to  all  who  love  and  obey  thee,  grant 
me  grace,  I  beseech  thee,  to  love  thee  with  all 
my  heartj  with  all  my  soul,  and  with  aii  my 
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strength,  and  for  thy  sake  to  love  all  men  as  my- 
self ;  give  me  a  charitable  opinion  of  them  ail, 
whether  friends  or  enemies  ;  suifer  me  not  rasli- 
]y  to  judge  or  contemn  any  person,  of  what  state 
or  condition  soever;  and  if  it  be  my  own  lot  to 
be  despised  and  rejected  by  others,  teach  me 
with  patience  to  submit. 

Grant  that  I  may  never  study  to  please  men 
in  any  thing,  whereby  I  may  be  in  danger  of  d;s« 
pleasing  thee ;  and  that  it  may  always  be  my 
chief  and  only  desire,  to  promote  thy  honor,  and 
to  fulfil  in  all  things  thy  most  holy  will. 

Give  me  grace,  0  heavenl}^  Father,  to  be  en- 
tirely submissive  and  contented  under  all  the 
afflictions,  disappointments,  and  sufferings  which 
it  is  thy  pleasure  I  should  endure,  and  which 
thy  wisdom  shall  judge  proper  and  useful  to  ad- 
vance me  towards  thee.  And  gi-ant  that  by  ev- 
ery tribulation  and  adversity  winch  may  befal 
me,  whether  directly  from  thy  hand,  or  from 
men,  as  thy  instruments,  I  may  be  w  eaned  from 
the  world,  and  more  closely  united  to  thee. 

O  heavenly  Father,  I  beseech  thee,  by  the 
merits  and  death  of  thy  Son,  to  give  me  grace  to 
liave  thee  always  before  my  eyes ;  and  with  a 
)i,oly  fear  seriously  to  consider  the  hour  of  my 
death,  which  is  so  uncertain ;  the  shortness  of 
my  life,  of  which,  alas !  I  have  so  unprofitably, 
for  trifles,  already  lost  so  great  a  part ;  the  day 
of  judgment,  which  is  so  awful  to  the  good,  and 
lerrible  to  the  wicked;  and  upon  the  infinite  and 
eternal  punishments  which  shall  then  be  inflict- 
ed upon  impenitent  sinners. 

And,  finally,  grant,  0  iofinite  Bounty !  that  I 
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may  never  seek  or  fmcl  peace  or  pleasure  in  atiy 
thing  without  thyself;  and  that  thy  will  may  be 
the  rule  of  my  conduct,  and  of  all  my  actions  in 
this  world,  and  thou  tliyself  my  eternal  bliss  and 
happiness  in  that  whicli  is  to  come. 

II.  O  most  gracious  Savior,  keep  me  from 
presuming  on  my  own  sufficiency  ;  from  relying 
on  my  own  actions,  and  on  my  own  conduct. 
Grant  that  I  may  not  trust  in  any  thing,  but  in 
thee  alone,  and  in  t'ly  all-sufficient  merits  ;  that 
all  my  hope,  and  all  my  confidence  may  be  in 
them  ;  vet  so  as  never  to  make  me  neglect  any 
opportunity  of  performing  that  which  thy  grace 
hath  enabled  me  to  do. 

Fill  my  heart,  O  blessed  Jesus,  with  a  lively 
sense  of  thy  divine  love  ;  and  '.deliver  me  from 
all  the  inclinations  of  impure  and  deceitful  self- 
love.  Raise  m^^  desires,  enlighten  mine  eyes, 
and  touch  my  soul,  in  order  to  give  me  the  true 
knowledge  and  sense  of  thy  love,  of  thy  mercies, 
of  thy  wisdom,  and  of  thy  power  :  as  also  of  my 
own  nothingness  ;  of  my  darkness  and  unfaith- 
fulness; of  my  folly  and  wickedness;  of  my 
misery,  and  of  my  weakness.* 

O  dearest  Redeemer,  granj;  I  may  never  lose 
the  memory  of  thy  passion  and  death,  but  may 
have  always  recourse  to  thy  merits  and  suffer- 
ings, as  to  an  assured  refuge,  and  as  a  blessed 
means  of  reconciliation  to  my  offended  God; 
and  that  I  may  look  on  thy  w^ounds  as  an  effec- 
tual remedy  to  cure  all  the  defilements  and  cor- 
ruptions of  my  sinful  nature. 

O  Prince  of  Love!  fill  me  so  with  thy  divine 
love,  that  for  the  sake  thereof,  all  toil  and  tra- 
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vail,  all  dangers  and  difficulties,  may  be  sweet 
and  easy 'to  me  ;  and  that  in  comparison  of  thy 
sacred  love,  I  may  look  upon  all  thy  creatures, 
all  their  comforts»  all  their  joys,  and  all  their 
recreations,  as  mean  and  contemptible  ;  that  if 
at  any  time  thy  infinite  wisdom  shall  think  fit 
to  withdraw  them  from  me,  I  may  feel  as  great 
cheerfulness  in  submitting  to  the  want  of  them, 
as  I  have  sometimes  found  reluctantly  to  be  de- 
prived  of  them.     Amen. 


A'Grace  before  Meat. 

Bless  to  us,  0  Lord,  these  thy  good  creatures^ 
which  we  are  now  about  to  receive.  Give  them 
strength  to  nourish  us,  and  us  grace  to  serve 
thee,  througli  Je'sus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


Ji  Grace  after  Meat, 

We  acknovv'ledge,  0  God,  our  dependence 
upon  thee,  and  give  thee  thanks  for  feeding  us 
at  this  time,  and  for  all  thy  otiier  benefits,  thro' 
Jesus  Christ' our  Lord.     Amex. 
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